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New ALCA officers nominated for 1980 

Wally S a B e l l will head the Associated Landscape Contractors of 
A m e r i c a in 1980 and Allen Keesen , also of Colorado, will be presi-
dent e lect . Keesen is also cha i rman of the annual meeting in San 
Diego this winter . 

Ri tchie Skelton of Duncan Landscape Assoc. in Ohio and Ray 
Gustin III w e r e nominated for vice pres ident . Dave Pinkus of Dallas 
has b e e n nominated as t reasurer and Landon R e e v e of Chapel 
Va l ley Nursery in Mary land as secretary . 

T h e new of f icers will be e lec ted and instal led at the San Diego 
meeting. 

NLA helps sponsor management clinic 
T h e National Landscape Associat ion and al l ied associat ions have 

put together a four-day Landscape/Garden Center M a n a g e m e n t 
Cl inic for Feb . 10-13 in Louisville, KN. T h e c l inic will cover such 
topics as liquidity, break even, building a cash budget, inventory 
management and manager ia l attitude. Interested persons should 
contact NLA immediate ly at 202-737-4060. 

Dennis DiSanto dies of cancer 
Active Ohio landscape contractor Dennis DiSanto died in D e c e m -

b e r af ter a ten-month batt le with cancer . Act ive in ALCA, NLA, and 
the Ohio Landscape Contractors Associat ion, DiSanto and his 
brother George took their fa ther ' s business and built it into a multi-
serv ice company, with indoor plant service , lawn care , and their 
own nursery. 

DiSanto was a fr iendly and unself ish advisor to W e e d s T r e e s & 
Turf and will be missed greatly. 

Moving a 30-year-old Banyan tree down the Intercoastal Waterway near Miami 
Beach to its new home two miles away was the challenge of Ralph's Tree Service and 
landscape architect Jerry Peters. The tree was moved to the home of singer Julio 
Iglesias. 

v i d e m e m b e r s h i p a p p l i c a t i o n s . 
T h e r e was obvious agreement in the 
lawn c a r e sessions w h e n need for 
protect ing the image of profess ional 
f i rms c a m e up. Representa t ives from 
C h e m S c a p e , Leisure Lawn, Bare -
foot Grass Lawn Serv ice , Chem-
Lawn Corp., and Hydro Lawn spoke 
during the sessions, in addition to 
turf special is ts from Ohio State, 
Michigan State, and the Agricul-
tural T e c h n i c a l Institute in Wooster , 
OH. 

Ohio now has a local needs label 
for Pir imor 50W for greenbug aphid 
control which will aid cons iderably 
in control of this pest in 1980. T h e 
p r o d u c t is m a n u f a c t u r e d by ICI 
A m e r i c a s . Dr. Harry Niemczyk was 
ab le to der ive the n e e d e d data in a 
matter of months with cooperat ion of 
ICI and Ohio turf profess ionals . 
P i r imor ' s e f fec t iveness against the 
greenbug aphid is higher than others 
current ly ava i lab le . 

T o help lawn care appl icators 
solve drift problems, Dr. Partyka of 
C h e m s c a p e s h o w e d the c h a n g e s 
which occur in n e a r b y ornamenta l s 
w h e n they are damaged by phenoxy 
h e r b i c i d e s . T h e veins in new leaves 
are c loser together and paral le l . 
Also, some leaf cupping and stunting 
is found. 

On the seed scene , Bob Petersen 
of E.F . Burl ingham & Sons, gave 
delegates a rundown on the status of 
seed supply. A worldwide shortage 
of bentgrass was the m a j o r news due 
to rains at harvest t ime. This year ' s 
harvest of Kentucky bluegrass was 
also poor b e c a u s e of weather , but 
growers had good condit ions this fall 
for planting the 1980 crop. Perennia l 
ryegrasses w e r e also e f f e c t e d by 
long rains to an extent , Pe tersen said, 
with a possible 40 percent reduction 
in the harvest . F ine f escues are in 
g o o d s h a p e , a l t h o u g h C a n a d i a n 
growers have cut acreage on f ine 
f escue recent ly . Pe tersen said there 
will be a great deal of pressure to get 
f i n e t u r f g r a s s s e e d h a r v e s t e d , 
c l e a n e d and in the marke tp lace next 
August . B a c k s t o c k of s o m e s e e d 
types is very short he added and 
replenishing this backstock will take 
t ime. 

O T F goes back to Columbus next 
year under new leadersh ip s ince 
Dave Mart in has moved over to 
C h e m L a w n ' s Detro i t o f f i c e . B o b 
Ear ley , associate publ i sher of Lawn 
C a r e Industry magazine, was e lec ted 
a trustee for his efforts in promoting 
the lawn care market . 


