
Volcanic ash doesn't seriously 
affect Washington sod growers 
Washington sod growers, hit hardest by the erup-
tion of Mount St. Helens , did not suf fer much from 
volcanic ash, although complicat ions are still aris-
ing from its remains . 

Most of the state 's sod growers live east of the 
Cascade Mountains and away from the heaviest 
streak of ash which dropped across the center of 
the state. This a rea still shows the remnants of a 
snowfal l of mater ia l l ike talcum powder that is 
beginning to kill some lawns and c rea te an un-
sightly crust on others. 

Clark & Sons, a grower in Spokane , has rece ived 
cal ls from h o m e o w n e r s in sell ing a r e a s 30 to 80 
miles away s ince they discovered their lawns w e r e 
insured. A heavy rain in the area af ter the ash fell 
turned it into an i m p e n e t r a b l e crust that b locked 
sunlight and additional water from the turf. 

Dr. Roy Goss, a research turf agronomist with the 
Western Washington R e s e a r c h and Extension Cen-
ter in Puyallup, said the impact on the sod grower 
was very minimal . He said a grower in Cast le Rock, 
north of Portland, OR, had just seeded and netted 
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his farm when the third eruption hit. He was forced 
to take up the netting, plow the ash over, and 
r e s e e d — a costly pro ject . 

Except in this area and the Moses Lake-Ritzvi l le 
a rea in central Washington, the ash f i l tered fair ly 
well into the ground. Its potash, iron, and small 
amounts of phosphorus a re useful to the soil. Yet it 
is "phys ica l ly very p o o r — s t ructure less—and may 
r e q u i r e more aeri fying and m a y b e wetting agents 
to reduce sur face tension and let water f i l ter i n , " 
says Goss. 

A high iron and zinc content could cause a s low 
death, says Dale Kenyon, o w n e r of Elite Sod Farm 
in Richland. " I f it had turned hot after , it would 've 
caused a lot of d a m a g e . " He said a 9-square-foot 
roll, which normally weighs 25 to 30 pounds, is 
weighing 60 to 70 pounds and b e c o m e s impossible 
to harvest . 

B e c a u s e of its abras iveness , the ash has damaged 
tractor b lades and ruined motors. F a r m e r s have in-
c r e a s e d lubricat ions and oil changes and promptly 
r e p l a c e d clogged air f i l ters. 

Pros view research results 
at Texas turfgrass field day 
Recent r e s e a r c h shows that more than two mil l ion 
h o m e o w n e r s in T e x a s maintain turfgrasses and are 
interested in ways to do a bet ter j o b at it, profes-
s ionals w e r e told who attended a turfgrass f ie ld 
day at T e x a s A&M Universi ty in May. 

Statist ics total the land area with turfgrasses for 
funct ional , recreat ional , and aes thet ic purposes at 
about 3.1 mill ion acres . It costs about $620 mil l ion 
e a c h year to establ ish and maintain these turfs. 

" E n e r g y and n o n - r e n e w a b l e r e s o u r c e s devoted 
to maintaining all these turfgrasses will be of in-
creas ing concern as suppl ies b e c o m e more l imited 
and costs i n c r e a s e , " said Dr. J a m e s Beard , pro-
fessor of turfgrass physiology with the T e x a s Agri-
cultural Exper iment Stat ion and T e x a s A&M. 
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