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Letters from page 8

Secondly, in January of 1978 we
were given the opportunity to ex-
pand our crew by 3 positions. The
catch was, we could not hire profes-
sionals, we had to train our own.
Consequently, we developed an 18
month training program combining
I.S§.A.'s Training and Safety Guide,
N.A.A.'s Professional Home Study
Program for Arboriculturists, and
O.LT.

I will grant you, our primary con-
cern is public safety, which involves
raising trees over streets and signs
and eliminating visual obstructions,
which brings me back to my concern
for Halsted's statement of “The guys
say now they don’t have time to trim;
they only have time to raise trees for
the streets’.

Regardless of the size of the job or
the complexity, our crews hold the
health and structure of that tree in
equal concern to that of public safety
because they know that today's mis-
take can be tomorrow's accident.

As any other professional trimmer,
they care about the tree they trim,

whether it's one limb or a block of
street trees.

To use Mr. Halsted’s words, “‘these
are the kind of people I have and this
is the type of thing we do. It's what
makes us number one. We still have
a ways to go". Like Mr. Halsted I
would say we also have a way to go. |
will, however, put our crews among
the best.

Adrian Stansfield

Supervisor - Park Operations
Jeffrey A. Hale

Supervisor - Arboriculture

Parks and Recreation Maintenance
Div.

Eugene, OR.

I was aghast to see in Doug Chap-
man's article such high praise for
silver maples, one of the poorest
selections one could make for a
shade tree. While the advantages of
rapid growth and tolerance of urban
adversity may be obvious, the disad-

vantages, soon become evident, too.
The wood is brittle (in fact, few trees
are more subject to breakage from
ice accumulation than silver maples,
according to W.C. Croxton); the bark
is thin and thus easily injured; and
older specimens are commonly
hollowed out by decay so that they
are hazardous. The rooting habits
are often a problem, too.

Mr. Chapman does point out that
this tree requires pruning on a two or
three year cycle to preclude the
aforementioned maladies. That ad-
vice alone should be sufficient to en-
courage selection of some other
species. How many homeowners are
going to invest such time and money
in their trees? Most ignore their trees
until disaster strikes.

Both Pascal Pirone and George
Hepting label silver maple as un-
desirable, and I shall encourage
others to take their advice over Mr.
Chapman’s.

Edward P. Milhous
Extension Agent
Manassas, Virginia

Saives Tinmw:
Labor and Fuel.
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