
CALIFORNIA LANDSCAPER NURTURES 
PLANTS IN URBAN ENVIRONMENT 

Century City in West Los Angeles was 
tagged a "modern Acropolis" by Time 
Magazine. This city within a city was 
meticulously designed to resemble what 
might be called the perfect metropolis 
— all the atmosphere and fast-paced 
excitement of a big city without the 
narrow alleys, dingy streets, and usual 
unpleasant characteristics of many 
large urban areas. It has developed into 
one of the most prestigious sections in 
the Los Angeles area both for 
businesses as well as luxury high-rise 
residential properties. One striking 
attribute that sets apart Century City is its 
beautiful landscape. Walkways, 
boulevard medians, and huge 
landscape beds are maintained with 
cosmetic precision. 

The respons ib i l i ty of keeping 
Century City, California, green is a 
complex full-time job that requires a 
un ique problem-solving abil ity. 
Landscape supervisor John Zessau 
and his assistant Frank Valesquez 
are literally "on-call" 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week, to handle any 
landscape related dilemma that 
might arise in Century City. Zessau 
said it's not often that the job will 
require night calls, but if it does, 
"Frank and I can get to practically 
any location within 30 minutes from 
where we live . . . if a main irrigation 
line blows one of us is right there to 
handle it." 

"That's one major advantage we 
have in our operation. We are able to 
provide a service that really can't be 

continues on page 67 

All plants grow in concrete beds above parking garages, including large coral tree. 



provided by an outside source. 

Everything here is done "in-house". 

We contract out for very few jobs," 

Zessau explained. His 15 man staff of 

full time employees gives Zessau the 

flexibility to properly manage this 

highly complex landscape system. 

Caring for countless flower and 

plant beds, 12 acres of lawn, and 

more than 25 miles of walkways and 

roadsides, is an incredible task by 

i t s e l f . B u t w h a t m a k e s t h e 

undertaking even more difficult, is 

that nearly all of the horticultural 

environment of Century City is 

artifically created. It is one of the 

largest "container grown landscape" 

p r o j e c t s i n N o r t h A m e r i c a . 

Underground parking lots catacomb 

most of the complex, requiring that 

much of the native soil be removed. 

"When a new high rise or other 

major structure goes in, that's when 

we get into the act. Quite often the 

planting areas around these new 

developments are nothing more than 

huge concrete p lanters , " Zessau 

noted. 

Continues on page 70 Exotic plants flourish in contained plant beds. 

Crabgrass 
R O C K L A N D 
PROFESSIONAL 

Betasan 
Selective Pre-emergencc Herbicide 

R O C K L A N D B E T A S A N is ava i l ab le in three d i f fe ren t strengths. — 1 2 . 5 % 
g ranu la r , 3 . 6 % g r a n u l a r a n d 4 lbs. Emulsi f iable Concent ra te . 

(R) Botoson is a regufered Trademark of Stauffor Chemical Co. 

R O C K L A N D has a complete line of g ranu la r insecticides, herbic ides a n d 
fungicides fo r Professional Turf Ma in tenance. 

R O C K L A N D Fertil izers conta in combinat ions of IBDU, N ITROFORM a n d new 
SULFUR COATED UREA. Some ava i lab le fo rmu la t ions — 25-5-15, 30-2-5 a n d 
20-4-10. 

All products are formulated with the highest quality ingredients and carriers. 

ROCKLAND PROFESSIONAL lawn and garden PRODUCTS CATALOG 

PRODUCTIVE 
Proven by owners for line clearing efficiency, 

and preferred by operators for precise tower control 
and bucket positioning. HI-RANGERs are No. 1 in 
utility and contractor preference for insulated aerial 
man-lifts. Patented HI-RANGER "3D" one-hand con-
trol, hydraulic tool line options, chip boxes, and 
other features may benefit your operations. Write for 
"4F-5F CATALOG". 

HI-RANGER Aenal Towers meet the American National 
Standard tor Vehic le-Mounted Elevating and Rotating 
Work Platforms ANSI A92 2-1969 as required by the 
Wilhams-Steiger Occupat ional Safety and Health Act of 
1970. Part 1910. Occupat ional Safety and Health Stan-
dards Section 1910 67 Part 1926 Safety and Health 
Regulat ions for Const ruc t ion Sect ions 1926 451 (f). 
1926 556 1926 952 (b). and 1926 955 (e). as appl icable 

MOBILE AERIAL TOWERS, INC./Dept. N/2314 BOWSER AVE./F0RT W A Y N E , IND. 46803 



Cabot s Tree Heal ing 
Paint is a carefully 
prepared bituminous 
paint for protecting 

live wood and preventing decay . 
Leading arborists and foresters 
have been using it for almost half a 
century. Here are the reasons why: 

• ideal for trees, shrubbery, etc.; 
seals, heals wounds, cuts, broken 
limbs, pruning abrasions. 

• stimulates growth of new bark 

• apply with brush or spray; pro-
duces a black, tough, elastic, 
quick-drying coating. 

• excludes moisture; stops rot; 
prevents evaporation of sap 

• may be used in any season 

Samuel Cabot Inc. 
Dept. 358, One Union St. 

Boston, Mass. 02108 

Ship pints (12 per case)@$1 .95 each 

Ship quar ts (12 per case)®$3.30 each 

Ship gal lons (4 per case) ®$9.95 each 

Prices F.O.B, shipping point 
less normal trade discounts 

Century City 

Extreme care is r equ i red when 
creat ing these f lourishing gardens 
over concrete and steel. "Many are 
awkward ly located in and around 
s t ructures . Once the landscape job is 
completed, we can't get in there 
again with heavy equ ipment . So if a 
t ree dies or there is a dra inage 
p r o b l e m , w e ' r e in a w o r l d of 
t rouble ," Zessau cont inued. 

Drainage is the most important 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n in t h e s e s u p e r 
c o n t a i n e r s . " W i t h o u t a p r o p e r 
dra inage system we 'd lose the plants 
to rotting and d isease ," he re la ted. 
"The bottom or first layer of the 
p l a n t e r c o n s i s t s of r o c k w i t h 
dra inage outlets unde rnea th . The 
middle layer is made up of sand and 
above that is the topsoil. The topsoil 
is a 60-40 mixture of organic mat ter 
to s a n d . " Zessau e x p l a i n e d that 
p lanter dep ths vary with the d e e p e r 
ones containing as much as eight feet 
of topsoil and sand — enough to 
support large trees . . 

W h i l e d r a i n a g e s y s t e m s a n d 
g r o w i n g m e d i u m s h a v e b e e n 
s u c c e s s f u l l y d e v e l o p e d a n d 
main ta ined and few plants have 
been lost at Century City, one factor 
caught Zessau and his c r e w off 
guard. That factor was wind. 

"Due to the proximity of this 
p r o j e c t to t h e P a c i f i c O c e a n , 
somet imes when the wind rushes 
be tween these buildings, we get a 
venturi e f fec t , " Zessau observed. 
"This effect is similar to a vacuum 
and can be very ha rmfu l to anything 
not secured , especial ly young t rees ," 
Zessau added . 

Century Plaza Towers are the two 
largest buildings in Century City. 
These twin s tructures , s tanding side 
by side, have caused gusting winds 
of u p to s ix ty m i l e s p e r h o u r . 
Zessau 's c rew planted some sturdy 
young Ficus in the Plaza be tween 
Century Plaza Towers and the ABC 
Enter ta inment Center . These trees 
w e r e then bolted into the concrete 
with s turdy guy wires to insure their 
growth and safety. The guying and 
staking of all t rees and large plants 
h a v e b e c o m e a n i m p o r t a n t 
c o m m o d i t y in t h e l a n d s c a p e 
b u s i n e s s at C e n t u r y City. " A n d 
we 've l ea rned that pruning trees (a 
regular function) is unnecessary in 
some locations, since the wind does 
it for us," he said. 

Another problem caused by the 
wind is irrigation. The only means 
considered feas ib le in the initial 
p lans was the overhead spr inkler . 

DON'T 
CUTOUT QUALITY. 
DO IT RIGHT, 
WITH 
STANLEY. 
Quality, by our stand-
ard, is something 
which goes a lot 
further than making 
tools. To Stanley, it 
means: a full line of 
tree trimmers for 
every job; the best 
warranty in the busi-
ness; complete parts 
backup; and dis-
tributors to help you 
anywhere in the 
country. It's also the 
efficiency, safety and 
dependability of hy-
draulic power. We 
don't trim on anything 
so that you're able to 
do your trimming fas-
ter. Stanley Hydraulic 
Tools: 3810 S.E. Naef 
Road, Milwaukie, 
Oregon 97222. 
Phone (503) 659-
5660. Telex 360771. 
Write or call. 

STANLEY 



John Zessau 

easy on turf. 
Beautiful results! H o w o f t e n 
have you tried a herbicide only to end up with poor control or dam-
aged turf? No longer. Banvel® 4S, and Banvel® + 2 , 4 - D give you 
economical control of more than two dozen diff icult weeds. Weeds 
that other herbicides often miss. The translocating action of Banvel® 
attacks the entire weed, roots and all, to get at deep root and 
regrowth problems. True season- long herbicides, they can be used 
in warm or cool, wet or dry weather, and store through the winter 
without loss of potency. They mix readily in hard or soft water, and 
may be applied with convent ional spray equipment. Banve l® 4S fo r 
t o u g h w e e d s , Banve l® + 2 , 4 - D f o r p r e - m i x e d c h e m i c a l s a n d 
b r o a d e r s p e c t r u m c o n t r o l o f b r o a d l e a f s . You get beautiful re-
sults, at a cost you'l l f ind pretty attractive, too! 

Before using any pesticides, read the label 

oVelsicol 
VELSICOL CHEMICAL CORPORATION 
'The tu r f chem ica l spec ia l i s t s " 
341 East Ohio Street, Chicago. IL 60611 
(312) 670-4592 

But with winds in some areas gusting 
to 60 miles per hour, this hardly 
seemed logical. "So," said Zessau. 
"what we've done in these areas is to 
switch from overhead to drip 
irrigation systems. Slow release 
hoses that run along the ground 
emit just enough water for the 
plants' needs," he said. "Being a 
ground level water ing device 
negates the wind's effects." 

Century City's overall landscape 
design incorporates countless 
varieties of flowers, bedding plants, 
shrubbery, lawns, and trees. Wind is 
obviously a factor dictating what 
plants go where. Zessau pointed out, 
however, there are many other 
factors involved. Shading patterns 
must be considered. In such an 
intensive architectural environment, 
some areas are shaded nearly all the 
time by one structure or another. 
Plants adaptable to very little 
sunlight must be uti l ized once 
shading patterns are established. 
Another factor is location. Some 
landscape areas are not easily 
accessible, so plant variety has been 
chosen acco rd i ng l y . In these 
difficult-to-reach areas hardy plants 
are planted, which require little 
attention. 

Labor savers 
As development continues in 

Century City and landscaping needs 
increase along with it, Zessau says 
he has been able to keep his work 
force at a minimum through the 
judicious use of fertilizers and 
chemicals. He says, "judicious", 
because when spraying insecticides, 
for example , he backs up his 
decision to spray with a recorded 
schedule of plant checking and 
insect observation. "Many people 
still think you should spray on a 
calendar basis. So when aphid 
season comes along they spray. I 
don't agree; I only spray when I 
know there's a heavy infestation." 
He also knows, however, that failure 
to treat for aphids or thripps when 
necessary can require expensive 
replacement of plants. 

The two chemicals that Zessau 
claims are absolute necessities in his 
operation are growth retardants and 
herbicides. "They're the real labor 
savers." With ivy, for example, he 
can get away with much less pruning 
than is normally required through 
the use of an effective growth 



retardant . " I n s t e a d of having to 
prune mountains of ivy every month 
we c a n r e d u c e the n u m b e r of 
prunings by a third," he said. 

Because such a good horticultural 
environment is created for plants in 
Century City, weeds also flourish. 
Besides heavily infested plant beds, 
Zessau is constantly plagued with 
weed growth in expansion joints, 
where the asphalt on the streets 
meets the curb, at the divisions and 
cracks in sidewalks, and so on. " W e 
use Round-up herbicide on a regular 
basis to kill these existing w e e d s , " he 
r e l a t e d . " I n our a n n u a l b e d s , 
however , we like to use a pre-
emergence herbicide to hold weed 
p o p u l a t i o n s d o w n o v e r l o n g 
p e r i o d s . W e ' v e b e e n m o s t 
impressed with Devrinol (Stauffer 
Chem. Co.) herbicide because it 
keeps weeds back for so long in our 
beds. It keeps them clean for the 
whole season. We've also had a lot of 
trouble with weeds growing in the 
ivy," he continued. " W h e n we have 
to r e n o v a t e (cut back) the ivy, 
sunlight gets in and promotes weed 
growth. What we've done is spray 
devrinol down through the ivy after 
renovation. We've also been able to 
save water here, because we don't 
have that heavy thatch in the ivy to 
absorb all that moisture." 

In Z e s s a u ' s c o m p r e h e n s i v e 
ferti l izer program he begins by 
categorizing the various landscape 
b e d s in t h e d e v e l o p m e n t . H e 
e x p l a i n e d , " W e c a t e g o r i z e the 
different planters by location and 
accessability. In the hard-to-get-to 
areas we apply a slow-release type 
of f e r t i l i z e r , w h i l e t h e e a s i l y 

Continues on page 87 

Turf area on edge of complex. 

The 2 cycle. 22.5cc 
engine, can be operated 
in any position. 
Total wgt. 131/2 lbs 

1. Monofilament 
trimmer head 

2. 8" Tri-Kut blade 
3. (optional) 8"-44 

tooth brush blade 

HOFFCO Q 

(feme 

ffliizz 
Winch 

A tough 85cc engine stands be-
hind trimming head and 2 cut-
ting blades. 

• Tri-line, heavy duty monofila-
ment trimmer head. 

• 11" Tri-Kut weed blade cuts 
heavy weeds, briars and bram-
bles. 

• 10" 44 tooth brush blade (op-
tional) cuts up to 3" diameter 
saplings at ground level. 

H0FFC0-P10-A 
BRUSHCUTTER/POWER SCYTHE 
Offers the same equipment 
package, but the trimmer head 
is optional. 

HOFFCO 

B m y t é 
Special merchandising displays available. 

^ CHAIN SAW ATTACHMENT 
Also attaches easily to most light-

weight chain saws. • 8" Tri-Kut weed 
blade • 8" 44 tooth brush blade 

• optional monofilament trimmer • Use 
for overhead tree and brush trimming. 

HOFFCO S "HUMAN ENGINEERING 
The carrying harness and handle-
bars with anti-vibration grips can 

be adjusted for the comfort, 
balance and separates 

operator from 
cutting and 

trimming heads. 

"Hoffie" 

1,000 lbs. of pulling power 
Does the work of 10-20 people 
14' of working cable 

HOFFCO 
PH 977-A 
A true ONE MAN post hole drill 
Full wrap-around handles 
'deadman throttle control and 
kill switch on handle 'Cornet auto 
'centrifugal clutch '18.1 power 
ratio 2 to 8" earth bits ' 8 " ice 
bit available. Drill to 30" (4' with 
extension accessory). 

HOFFCO PH 1100-A 2-man 
4-cycle engine. Special throttle 
control and auto, centrifugal 
clutch. 

Write for free brochures & name of Distributors in your area . . . 

DEPT. WTT-379 • 358 N.W. "F" STREET • RICHMOND, IN 47374 



The taller the grass 
...the higher we pop! 

From residential to light commercial valves, controllers ond accessories 
turf installations, Champion has a featured in the new Champion, full-
pop-up to do the job! When you color catalog. Ask for your free copy, 
compare the cost, precisionconstruc- ^ M ^ mm a |ki| n I 
tion and performance, you'll buy | 0 A l V I r l \ / W 
Champion. The 18HP (2" pop-up), SPRINKLER EQUIPMENT 
the P180 (21/2w pop-up) ond the 1460 N. Noud St. 
6178 Impulse pop-up ore just three Los Angeles, CA 90012 
of over one-hundred fifty sprinklers, (213) 221 -2108/(213) 223-1545 

Circle 160 on free information card 

Here is the ideal solution for hedges and screens. TALL-
HEDGE® grows fast and thick with minimum care. It ma-
tures into upright four-foot wide columns, twelve feet high 
with lustrous dark green leaves. If desired it can be shaped 
into a formal hedge. During the summer months attractive 
berries add color. 

Ask for the true "cut t ing-grown" TALLHEDGE® Excellent 
for all types of landscape screening, property line separa-
tions and backgrounds. There is only one TALLHEDGE® . . . 
from the Originators, American Garden Cole. 

accessible places are treated bi-
month ly with a quick release 
ferti l izer. The slow release is 
applied once a year and then we 
have intermediate fertilizers for 
areas scheduled for treatment three 
or four times a year." Zessau's 
fertilizer decisions are not made by 
g u e s s w o r k , t h ough . H i s so i l 
ammendments are scientifically 
formulated from soil samples and 
lab analysis done by O. A. Matkin, 
Soil and Plant Lab, Los Angeles. 
Zessau credits Matkin with a major 
role in the overall up-keep of plant 
nutrition at Century City. 

Decisions concerning fertilizer 
breakdown and concentration are 
only one aspect of Zessau's soil 
amendment program. Ferti l izer 
applications are common at Century 
City. Fertilizers are applied when 
needed and Zessau has learned that 
when spraying any chemical in an 
urban area people are inevitably 
going to be concerned. "I don't care 
if y o u ' r e s p r a y i n g wa t e r — 
somebody is going to get uptight 
about it," he said. Zessau has found 
that a little psychology goes a long 
way; instead of applying liquid 
fertilizers, he's switched to granular 
mixes. "Oddly enough, people don't 
look twice if you're applying a 
granular," he observed. "The only 
time we ever apply a liquid fertilizer 
is in extremely hard-to-get-to places 
where we sometimes inject the 
fertilizer into the sprinklers. This 
can also be a tremendous labor saver 
when you consider the fact that we 
don't have to send a man carrying a 
100 pound bag of granular fertilizer 
climbing up into some awkward 
bed." 

Sprinkler systems, both overhead 
and drip, are all hooked up to 
automatic timing devices which 
saves Zessau's maintenance crew 
countless hours. Taken a step 
further, Zessau explained that some 
of the development's sprinklers are 
even more sophisticated — triggered 
automatically when tensiometer 
readings in a given bed fall below a 
certain moisture level. 

Landscape technology obviously 
has come a long way from the days of 
peat moss and a hoe. For John 
Zessau, it's taken what would have 
been a horticultural pipe dream 
twenty-years ago and made trees 
grow over six story underground 
parking lots, made roses flourish in 
steel and concrete; and helped ivy 
thrive for miles over a thin layer of 
sand and backfill mix. WTT 


