
ALCA honored by Houston Mayor 
Houston Landscape Week proclaimed 

February 4-10 was proc la imed Houston 
Landscape Week by Major Jim McConn in honor of 
the 1979 Associated Landscape Contractors of 
America meeting. McConn noted three worthy 
characteristics of landscape contractors in his 
proclamation: "WHEREAS, the natural living en-
vironment is the basic environment of human life, 
in which all people function; and WHEREAS, the 
landscape contractor, in his daily work, installs, 
enhances, and maintains the natural, living en-
vironment; and WHEREAS, the leading landscape 
contractors from throughout the United States and 
abroad are assembling in Houston. . 

Election of officers 
Bill Thornton, Jr., a principal of Thornton En-

vironmental Industries, whose main responsibility 
is for Thornton Landscape, Inc., was named the 
17th president of ALCA. Thornton resides in Cin-
cinnati, Ohio. 

President-Elect is Wallace SaBell. He is presi-
dent of SaBell's, Inc., in Lakewood, Colorado. 

Other officers elected include vice presidents 
Ritchie SkeltQn, president of Duncan Landscape 
Associates of Vienna, Ohio, and Allen Keesen of 

William G. Thornton, Jr. 

Allen Keesen Landscape, Inc., Denver, Colorado. 

The treasurer is Ray Gustin III, Gustin Gardens, 
Inc., in Gaithersburg, Maryland. David Pinkus, 
North Haven Gardens, Dallar, Texas, is the 
secretary. Ron Ahlman is the Immediate Past Presi-
dent. 

The new officers will serve until the next 
meeting in February of 1980. 

Awards 
The Ninth Annual Environmental Improvement 

Awards were announced and some nineteen pro-
jects recognized at the meeting. The awards are 
made each year in three classifications: Environ-
mental Grand Award, Merit Award and Award of 

If it's New... If it's Innovative, 
it's built by TORCO! 

TORCO Sprayers are unique in agitation, 
trouble-free performance, and longer life. 
Versatile pumping equipment handles 
liquids and slurries, herbicides, insec-
ticides, fungicides and fertilizer (liquid & 
granular). ONE SPRAY UNIT DOES IT ALL 
— turf, foliage and dormant spraying, root 
feeding, hydro seeding. 
Designed for easy and simple operation! 

T A R r n E Q U I P M E N T 

I U n L U COMPANY 
207 EILER AVE. 
LOUISVILLE, KY. 40214 

TF 300 
• 300 gal. skid units for pick-up trucks. 
• 200 gal. skid units for golf course vehicles. 
Call for information and brochure: 

800/626-1818 
502/366-1415 (collect in Ky.) 



Distinction. T h e entr ies are judged on a regional 
basis . 

T h e Grand Award, the highest, was presented 
for the following pro jects : 
D e e r e & Company Interior Atrium ( Inter iorscape, 

Region IV) T r o p i c a l P lant R e n t a l s , Inc . 
Prair ie View, Il l inois 

Hilltop Park (Landscape Contracting, Region I) A&J 
S h o o t e r & A s s o c i a t e s , M o u n t a i n V i e w , 
Cal i fornia 

Kriss R e s i d e n c e (Design/Bui ld , Region VI) Al ley 
Pond Nurser ies , Huntington, Inc., Melv i l l e , 
New York 

Peninsula O f f i c e Park ( M a i n t e n a n c e , Region I) 
G r e e n Val ley Landscaping Inc., San Jose, 
Cal i fornia 

Smal l Res idence (Design/Bui ld , Region VII) G r e e n 
Brothers Landscape Company, Inc. S m y r n a , 
Georgia 

Wil l iam Lackey R e s i d e n c e (Design/Bui ld , Region 
III) Landscape Associates Inc., Little Rock, 
Arkansas 

T h e award winners w e r e se lec ted from 90-plus 
entr ies by a panel of three judges: Jot Carpenter , 
pres ident of the A m e r i c a n Soc ie ty of L a n d s c a p e 
Archi tects : Kent S lepika , director of the A m e r i c a n 
Society of Interior Design: and Dale M a n b e c k , 
president of the National L a n d s c a p e Associat ion. 

Trade show 

All of the leading landscape suppl iers w e r e set 

up to exhibit their products Tuesday in the Gal ler ia 
Plaza Hotel 's exhibit hall . A unique new ALCA 
program features an equipment demonstrat ion. 

H e l d on a b a r e - e a r t h f i e l d n e x t to t h e 
hotel , equipment manufac turers demonstrated 
their equipment in actual operat ion. Spray equip-
ment sprayed, diggers dug, and those attending saw 
" t h e whole thing". 

Educat ion 

A n u m b e r of exce l lent speakers compl imented 
the ALCA program. Dick S e m a n n gave a fantast ic 
presentat ion of " C o m m u n i c a t e to Mot iva te " . By the 
time S e m a n n had rev iewed the process of motiva-
tion, including e f fec t ive goal setting and new con-
cepts of motivational management within the 
landscape contract ing field, everyone was truly 
"mot ivated to c o m m u n i c a t e " . 

Spec ia l ty workshops began on Thursday with 
sess ions for inter iorscape , maintenance , insurance , 
publ ic relat ions and erosion control and revegeta-
tion. T h e sessions cont inued on Friday morning 
and a session for the rapidly expanding lawn c a r e 
industry was added. 

A record 683 landscapers at tended the national 
meet ing this year . 

T h o s e w a n t i n g to k n o w m o r e a b o u t t h e 
organization should write : Associated L a n d s c a p e 
Contractors of Amer ica , 1750 Old M e a d o w Road, 
M c L e a n . Virginia 22102. 

Cut It! 
Cut your grass and cut your risks with Mott 
flail safe mowers. Under conditions wet or 
dry, Mott cuts and mulches everything from 
fine lawns to high weeds. 
Cutting widths from 38 to 88 inches and 
gangs to 19 feet. Mott mowers have 
built-in Long Life Durability and 
for you this means Best 
Value Purchase. 

The Efficient Way to Combat 
Nutrient Stress in Trees. 

Combat nutrient stress by 
treating trees with MEDICAP 
MD Systemic Implants now. 
Then, when trees become 
active, they'll take full advantage 
of a special formulation of 
water-soluble, concentrated 
nutrients. MEDICAP MD 
releases nutrients directly into 
sap flow to promote dark, green 
leaf development and stimulate 
feeder root growth. 

Small MEDICAP MD 
cartridges are applied easily in 
one step. They deliver a high 
nitrogen, phosphorus, 
potassium analysis, as well as 
iron, manganese and zinc. 

Don't wait for trees to exhibit 
stress. Turn to MEDICAP 
M D nruA/ 

Creative Sales, Inc. 
222 N. Park Ave. 
Fremont. Nebr. 68025 
(402) 727-4800 

Circle 141 on free information card 


