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VEGETATION MANAGEMENT 

By Roger Funk, Ph.D., Davey Tree Expert Co., Kent, Ohio 

Q: We would like some information on Devrinol by 
Stauffer Chemical Company and growth retardants 
for ivy. 

A: Devrinol (common name, napropamide) is a 
selective herbicide with an acute oral LDsn greater 
than 5000 mg/kg. Devrinol , a v a i l a b l e as an 
emulsif iable concentrate (2-E), a wettable powder 
(50%) and as 10% granules, is labeled for the con-
trol of several grass and broadleaf weeds in 
orchards and vineyards. It is also effective for 
weed control in direct seeded tomatoes, straw-
berries, tobacco, and certain other crops. Read the 
label and check with your local extension agent for 
specif ic instructions in your area. 

Q: Much has been written about insecticides and 
chinch bug controls. What are the procedures for 
repairing the damaged turf areas, basically on 
home lawns? 

A: The simplest method of renovation would be to 
verlicut the damaged area and seed with a com-
patible mixture or blend. The soil should be moist 
(but not wet) and verticutter adjusted to cut into 
the soil about 'A inch in order to provide the proper 
seed bed. 

Q: I would like to know if there are any new 
methods to kill moles. Is chlordane still used? 

A: I do not know of any new materials or methods 
to control or kill moles. 

Chlordane was used to eliminate grubs, a pri-
mary food source for moles, but chlordane is no 
longer labeled for use on turf. Diazinon, Dursban 
and Proxol are currently labeled for grubs, but the 
timing of application is more critical than with 
chlordane because of the shorter residuals. Also, 
elimination of grubs is no guarantee that the moles 
will go away. 

Other standard methods of mole control are 
traps, poison baits or fumigation. The most effec-
tive method probably is the use of the harpoon or 
choker traps. To find actively inhabited tunnels, 
raised sod should be rolled or trampled down. If 
the tunnels are raised the next day, a trap should 
be set in that place. Traps which are not " t r ipped" 
should be reset in another place daily. Gases have 
proven ineffective since gas will diffuse out of the 
tunnel through the thin layer of sod overhead. 
Poisoned baits are generally ignored by moles. 

Q: Because of very hard water from our own well, 
the trees at our golf course become coated with a 

WOODWACKER 
BY DIDIER. 

IT'S TIME YOU 
BRANCHED OUT. 

For more information call or write: 

P.O. Box 163, Dept. 700 
Franksville, Wl 53126 
(414) 886-0525 

Increase your profits through sales and 
rentals with the Didier Woodwacker. 
The Woodwacker takes large, hard to 
dispose of branches and turns them 
Into small, mulch-size chips...quickly 
and safely. The chips are then easily 
disposed of, burned in a wood stove 
or used for garden bedding. 
The Didier Woodwacker. It'll turn a tidy 
profit for you. 


