
VEGETATION MANAGEMENT 
By Roger Funk, Ph.D., Davey Tree Expert Co., Kent, Ohio 

Q: A number of our clients had problems late this 
summer with browning needles on blue spruce. 
These trees were not recently transplanted, and I 
could not find any diseases or insects. 

A : It is very difficult (if not impossible) to 
diagnose a problem without seeing the plant. I can 
only relay to you the problems on blue spruce that 
were sent to our diagnostic lab in late summer. 

Some herbicides will cause needle browning 
without also causing the needles to twist and curl. 
This is unlikely in your situation because of the 
apparent general nature of the problem, but it is 
one possibility. 

Delayed symptoms of winter injury is another 
possibility. Although foliar injury is usually evi-
dent in the spring, the symptoms of root injury may 
be delayed until a drought occurs. 

Cytospora canker is a fairly common problem 
on blue spruce. However, you should have noticed 
the bluish-white resin associated with Cytospora 
on at least a few of the trees. 

We had a number of samples of blue spruce 
that were heavily infested with mites which you 

may not have seen unless you looked closely. The 
mites can be seen in the field with a 10X hand lens. 
The needles turned from yellowish-green to brown 
in a very short period. Apparently, applications of 
carbaryl for insect control killed the predators of 
mites and allowed a population explosion to occur, 
resulting in cons iderable browning and pre-
mature drop of the needles. 

Q: We had a lot of problems this year with crab-
grass. Are the pre-emergent herbicides becoming 
less effective? 

A: Many areas in the Northeast and Midwest 
reported poor crabgrass control. However, I have 
not seen any evidence that the herbicides are at 
fault. We suspect that the delayed spring was par-
tially responsible, but I'm still collecting data and 
talking with others in the lawn care industry and 
research for ideas. If any of the readers have 
suggestions, I will accumulate the information and 
report it in this column in the February issue. 

ONE MANhcmdKng 
TRAILEVATOR the 
hydraulic elevating trailer 
that lifts its own load 
in seconds... 

TILTSTER, 
the low bed 
trailer that 
tilts.. 

Trailevator lowers to ground level for 
fast, 'roll aboard' loading, then lifts 

its own load to hauling position 
in seconds. Lowers and lifts 

without uncoupling from 
towing vehicle. Saves time, 

saves money. Four models, two 
capacities: 3,000 lbs. and 2,000 lbs. 

Bed sizes up to 5'-10" x 10'. 

P. O. Box 421, Pinconning, Michigan 48650 
Tel: (517) 879-2411 

Drop-axle, tilt-type trailer handles loads up to 
5,000 lbs. Simple one-man operation. Easy ac-
cess, tailgate ramp for ground level or low plat-
form loading. Single and tandem wheel models. 
Bed sizes to 5'-10" x 12'. 
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