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VEGETATION MANAGEMENT 

By Roger Funk, Ph.D., Davey Tree Expert Co., Kent, Ohio 

Question: I would like to hear an expert's true opi-
nion on the use of tree spikes (gaffs) for climbing 
and its effects on the tree. 

Answer: We do not recommend the use of gaffs or 
any other practice that unnecessarily disrupts the 
protective bark layer. 

Recent evidence has shown that trees respond 
chemically and structurally to a wound and com-
partmentalize or "wall off" the area around the 
wound. Some species are highly effective at con-
taining invading microorganisms that lead to inter-
nal decay, while others display a weak wound 
response. 

I would suggest that you contact Dr. Alex Shigo 
for more detailed information on wound research. 
His address is: USDA Forest Service, Northeastern 
F o r e s t E x p e r i m e n t S t a t i o n , D u r h a m , N e w 
Hampshire 03824. 

Question: Will two inches of topsoil and a layer of 
sod cause any serious damage to a pure stand of 
Norway pine (Pinus resinosa)? 
Answer: I do not have any specific information for 
Pinus resinosa, but we have records of as little as 

one inch of fill soil causing the decline of other 
species. 

Of course, some species will tolerate fill over 
the root system better than others, but, in most 
cases, the roots of established trees will be injured 
by any change in grade. 

Trees which have had fill placed over the root 
system should be watched carefully for at least ten 
y e a r s . T h i n n i n g and f e r t i l i z a t i o n will he lp 
reestablish the equilibrium between the roots and 
shoot (stem and foliage) of affected trees. 

Question: What can be done to control verticilliurn 
in maple trees? My maples are dying. 
Answer: Several researchers are testing materials 
for chemical control or suppression of verticillium 
wilt. Dr. Peter Rice of The Royal Botanic Garden in 
Ontario has had encouraging results with Lignasan 
BLP. However, the treatments with Lignasan and 
with the other chemicals currently being tested are 
still experimental and are not recommended for 
commercial use. 

The standard recommendation is good cultural 
practices to minimize the severity of the ver-
ticillium infection. 
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For Further Information Write or Call . . . 

P.O. Box 290 • San Bernardino,Calif. 92402 • (714) 888-2818 

3, 5 and 8 h o r s e p o w e r . . . ample 
for any type of soil 

Models C-71, C-71,5 and 82 
Lightweight and virtually 
maintenance free, these 

dependable earth drills feature 
heavy duty gear box and safe 

automatic clutch. Handle bars 
detach for close-up drilling 

and easy portability. 

4" to 12" augers with 
changeable blades and 

fishtail pilots. 

EARTH DRILL 

MODEL 1M — The safest, 
easiest to use manually operated 

earth drill on the market 
Half the labor cos t . . . no torque 

kick-back . . . drills right up 
against walls and fences. 

5 hp engine, safety 
clutch, 3-position 
handle bars. Tows 

at high speed. 
2" to 12" interchangeable 

augers. Standard 
or Pengo boring heads. 

EARTH DRILL 

Flail Safety 
Cut your grass and cut your risks with Mott flail 
safe mowers. Lightweight, free-swinging flail knives 
yield when striking objects, reducing the force of 
impact. Their vertical mode of operation, the guard 
action of the roller, and the deflecting features of 
the cutter housing all combine to make Mott 
mowers safer. 
Cutting widths from 38 to 88 inches and gangs 
to 19 feet. Mott mowers have Long Life 
Durability and for you that 
means Best Value 
Purchase. 
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