
ASPLUNDH IS LARGE PART 
OF RIGHT-OF-WAY HISTORY 

Much of the bas ic r e s e a r c h and development of to-
day's herb ic ides have taken place on utility rights-
of-way. F e w companies have more e x p e r i e n c e in 
this a rea than Asplundh T r e e Expert Company, 
Wil low Grove, Pa. T h e company has grown with 
both the e lec t r i c utility and herb ic ide industries. 
What they have l e a r n e d and how they use herbi -
c ides is worth noting. 

A s p l u n d h b e g a n t r i m m i n g t r e e s f o r the 
Phi ladelphia E lec t r i c Co. in 1928. Bob Poley at 
Asplundh explains , " T h e r e w e r e two reasons for 
the three Asplundh brothers to set up a business 
only for the utility industry; an ear ly misunder-
standing with a property owner over permission to 
trim his trees and a growing need by the util it ies 
for an outside contractor to trim and maintain 
c l e a r a n c e around wires and substat ions . " T h e 
company has grown to more than 9,000 employees 
throughout the U.S . and Canada . 

Timing has b e e n a crucia l factor in the success 
of the Asplundh T r e e Expert Co. Of equal value, 
has b e e n the company 's wil l ingness to change and 
update their operat ions. For instance, when the 
company couldn't buy the type of insulated aer ia l 
lift equipment it n e e d e d for working around e lec-
tric wires, it began making its own. Now Asplundh 
manufac tures an ent ire l ine of equipment re lated 
to l ine c l e a r a n c e work. 

In addition, Asplundh's method of trimming has 
changed through the years . T h e company now uses 
a n e w e r trimming method, resembl ing natural 
pruning so that the a p p e a r a n c e and " c h e m i s t r y " of 
the tree remains undisturbed. 

" W h e n A m c h e m Products, Inc. developed 2,4-D 
during the W o r l d W a r II e r a , the A s p l u n d h 
C o m p a n y , a long with A m c h e m ' s D i r e c t o r of 
Research , R.H. Beatty, recognized its use for vege-
tation management in right-of-way maintenance . 

Not only has Asplundh careful ly monitored its 
own use of chemica ls , the f ield men also work 
closely with chemica l companies to test new pro-
ducts b e f o r e they enter the market . 

T h e r e f o r e , when Asplundh dec ided to use a 
" total vegetation c o n t r o l " mater ia l , they tested to 
find a safe product. 

Total control is des i rab le at substation and 
storage areas w h e r e a cer ta in amount of land-
scaping is necessary , but the a r e a is remote and it's 
uneconomica l to control noxious w e e d s by hand. 
T h e greatest danger is using a product which can 
" l e a c h " or spread to other des i rab le vegetation. 

" A m i z i n e (Amchem Products) contains amitrole 
and s imazine and is one of the least hazardous 
mater ia ls to use around ornamenta l plantings for 
total contro l , " says David Fritsch, a c h e m i c a l 
supervisor at Asplundh. " L o w levels rare ly move 
outside the area in which they are a p p l i e d . " 

According to Fritsch, utility companies maintain 
substat ions with large t ransformers on a crushed 
rock base which many people find aesthet ica l ly of-
fensive. So, to make these a reas more visually 
p a l a t a b l e , A s p l u n d h c h e m i c a l l y t rea ts t h e s e 
t ransformer bases . This is one area w h e r e a total 
vegetation control product b e c o m e s a necessi ty . 

T h e creat ion of a f i re break in highly f l a m m a b l e 
or potential ly hazardous a r e a s is another important 
use for such a product. " I t can be used to destroy 
vegetation around r e f i n e r i e s and tank farms w h e r e 
grasses and weeds could def ini te ly present a f ire 
h a z a r d , " says Burre l l . 

Asplundh is under contract with the Puget 
S o u n d P o w e r and Light C o m p a n y , K i r k l a n d , 
Washington, to treat around utility poles in farming 
areas with a total control herb ic ide . For years 
fa rmers have b e e n torching weeds in ditch banks 
bordering their property. Whi le this is a quick way 
to get rid of the weeds , the f i res often severe ly 
damage utility poles to the point that they must be 
replaced . 

" M a n y methods have b e e n used in the past to 
keep these poles from burning , " says Asplundh. 
"Or ig ina l ly the utility tried putting metal shields 

Continued on page 58 

In the early days of electric line maintenance, Asplundh had 
one-man crews with little equipment 

An Asplundh worker uses amizine to control fence-
line vegetation. 
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around each pole or manual ly kept the grasses cut 
very short around the poles. But the metal shield 
acted as a furnace , t ransfer ing heat into the pole 
and causing it to burn, and the manual labor for 
cutting the grass was t ime-consuming and expen-
s i v e . " 

Thus, a total vegetation control product s e e m s to 
be the answer to this d i lemma. Applicat ion is fast 
and easy, costs are low and the Puget Sound Power 
and Light Company has lost an average of one pole 
per year due to f ire damage s ince they've b e e n us-
ing this method — c o m p a r e d to up to a thousand a 
year with previous methods. Run-off into ditches 
nearby must be avoided. 

Asplundh crews apply the h e r b i c i d e annual ly 
in the ear ly spring as soon as the snow melts. 
Higher rates are used for first t reatment of poles 
but the rates are lowered for re t rea tment in ensu-
ing years . For more e f f i c ient applicat ion of the 
mater ial , Asplundh as modif ied a standard 300-
gallon spray truck to inc lude a boom and spring for 
the hose — to keep it off the ground — and a jump 
seat at the back for the person actual ly spraying. 
This way the c r e w is ab le to spray about 300 poles a 
day. 

" W h e n you consider that one pole costs about 
$500 to rep lace — not to mention the i n c o n v e n i e n c e 
caused by a lapse in serv ice — you real ize that the 
cost of spraying is m e r e l y inc idental to the utility 
c o m p a n y , " says Asplundh. " T h e y look at this type 
of work as prevent ive m a i n t e n a n c e . " 

S i n c e many states have actual vegetation con-
trol regulations to prevent the spread of noxious 
weeds, a total control product also helps the utility 
companies stay within the boundar ies of the law. 

In addition, dr iveways, f e n c e d areas and pole 
yards — w h e r e cab le , cross arms and poles are 
stored — are three other p laces w h e r e total control 
is des i rab le . 

Total vegetation control represents only a small 
portion of the c h e m i c a l serv ices per formed by 
Asplundh, but — other than manufactur ing — 
chemica l spraying is the biggest s idel ine of the 
company's l ine c l e a r a n c e work. WTT 

Modern Asplundh crews have more manpower, larger trucks 
with larger tanks and twin-nozzle hoses for speedier 
application. 


