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Basics emphasized at Virginia Turf Conference 

T h e turfgrass industry has played 
a m a j o r role in increasing the home-
owners ' expectat ions and desire to 
have a perfect , w e e d - f r e e lawn, ac-
c o r d i n g to A. J. P o w e l l . P o w e l l , 
speaking b e f o r e 380 persons attend-
ing the 19th annual Virginia Turf-
grass C o n f e r e n c e at the Wil l iams-
burg, Virginia c o n f e r e n c e center , 
told turf managers that " t h e turfgrass 
i n d u s t r y is c h a n g i n g a s n e v e r 
b e f o r e . " He noted that although a 100 
percent eradicat ion of weeds and 
crabgrass isn't expec ted in most 
areas , it is when the home lawn is 
the ob jec t of the treatment . 

He caut ioned that lawn managers 
have to be careful in soil testing. 
M o r e is needed information about 
h o w m i n e r a l s a f f e c t good plant 
growth, he said. " W e don't test for 
iron b e c a u s e we real ly don't know 
how its lack af fects growth. This is 
true in other a r e a s . " 

" W e need a lot of research on 
how these other minerals affect the 
growth of turf and determine exact ly 
what their roles a r e , " he added. " W e 
are taking the buf fers out of the en-
vironment and we should have ade-
q u a t e k n o w l e d g e as to what is 
n e e d e d . " 

P a l m e r M a p l e s of L a w r e n c e , 
Kan., director of educat ion for the 
Golf Course Super in tendents Associ-
ation of Amer ica , told the largest 
crowd ever to attend one of the turf 
c o n f e r e n c e s that continuing educa-
tion is necessary in the turfgrass in-
dustry, call ing it a " tool of manage-
m e n t . " 

M a p l e s noted four reasons why 
continuing education is needed in 
the turfgrass industry. T h e y are : 

—Government regulations are re-
quiring more and more time and 
k n o w l e d g e . V a r i o u s r e g u l a t i o n s , 
local, state and national , are re-
quiring that a turf manager know 
herb ic ide and pest ic ide regulations 
and their e f fect on the environment . 

— N e w and more sophist icated 
equipment are requir ing knowledge 
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and skill in their operat ion. N e w 
d e v e l o p m e n t s a r e o c c u r r i n g 
regularly and a person must learn 
how to operate the equipment if he 
wants to do a bet ter job. 

— A person has to keep abreast of 
the management needs of a company 
and learn how to meet them. Good 
management is essent ia l in the oper-
ation of a firm and the manager must 
c o n t i n u a l l y k e e p a b r e a s t of the 
n e e d e d procedures . 

— W a t e r will b e c o m e more and 
more of an issue. T h e use of e f f luent 
water and the ramif icat ions of its use 
will cont inue to grow in importance . 
Knowledge in this a rea is essent ia l . 

Dennis E. Brown of Richmond, 
supervisor of the seed and sod sec-
tion of the Virginia Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer S e r v i c e s 
warned that c loser label l ing of seed 
is essent ia l and cal led for the in-
c r e a s e d use of cert i f icat ion to protect 
the consumer from noxious w e e d s in 
their seed. 

Joseph P. Harden, former meteor-
o l o g i s t - i n - c h a r g e of the N a t i o n a l 
W e a t h e r S e r v i c e O f f i c e in Rich-

John F. Doss of Suffolk, president of Tide-
water Turfgrass Association, presents $500 
check to Richard E. Schmidt, associate 
professor of agronomy at Virginia Tech, to be 
used for development of turfgrass program at 
Southern Piedmont Research and Con-
tinuing Education Center at Blackstone. 

Officers of Virginia Turfgrass Council pose 
for picture after re-election. They are: from 
left, Kenneth P. Giedd, Richmond, vice 
president; Rex H. Harris, Little Creek, assis-
tant secretary-treasurer; Earl H. Odell, 
Chesapeake, vice president; and Gus C. 
Constantino, Richmond, president. 

mond, observed that there are many 
sources for weather information for 
those in the turfgrass industry. Local 
w e a t h e r bureaus now have available 
30-day forecasts which can prove ex-
tremely helpful . 

R ichard E. Schmidt , associate 
professor of agronomy at Virginia 
T e c h , traced the outl ine of the turf-
grass program at the University. He 
noted turfgrass research currently is 
b e i n g c o n d u c t e d at B l a c k s b u r g , 
Blackstone, Langley Air Force Base, 
Newport News, Orange, Petersburg, 
Remington and South Hill. 

He said there current ly are 25 
variety evaluation tests, 1 overseed-
ing exper iment , 12 ferti l ization pro-
jects , 6 bermuda grass programs, 2 
irrigation exper iments and 4 sod pro-
duct pro jects being conducted. 

T h e f inal session of the one-and-
a - h a l f - d a y m e e t i n g i n v o l v e d 
s e p a r a t e sessions on golf courses and 
t h e b a s i c s of n i t r o g e n u s e and 
m a n a g e m e n t t e c h n i q u e s ; general 
turf and athlet ic f ields and the basic 
pract ices in turf management , and 
the bas ic pract ices in lawn service. 

T h e annual meeting was spon-
sored by the Virginia Cooperative 
Extension Service , Virginia Tech 
and the Virginia Turfgrass Council, 
Inc. 
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