
Trunk injections may have to be repeated in a 
few years unless the soil problem causing a 
deficiency of available iron is corrected. Soil ap-
plications of iron chelate may maintain a suf-
ficient level of available iron and attempts to 
improve the soil pH are sometimes successful, par-
ticularly if the soil is somewhat sandy. If the trees 
are irrigated, the pH of the water should also be 
tested. 

Q: I would like to use a dye this fall instead of 
overseeding with a cool-season grass. Can I spray it 
on just before the grass turns brown or will it in-
jure my bermudagrass? 
A: The turfgrass colorants are not phytotoxic to 
grass if applied according to instructions. How-
ever, if you apply it while the grass is still growing, 
you may end up mowing off the colored leaves. 
The best policy is to wait until the grass goes 
dormant. 

If the area is too heavily shaded to allow turf-
grass growth, you may want to consider ground 
covers. 

Q: I would like to know if liming really helps con-
trol thatch. 
A: If the pH of the thatch layer is too acid for the 
optimum growth and activities of the micro-
organisms responsible for thatch decomposition, 
light frequent applications of lime will enhance 
biological thatch control. Although recom-
mendations vary, a rate of one to two pounds of 
hydrated lime per 1000 square feet every two 
weeks has been successful. 

It should be remembered that, even though the 
thatch layer is acid, the underlying soil may be 
near neutral to alkaline and additions of lime 
could have an adverse effect on soil reaction. 

Q: When is the best time to seed a heavily shaded 
area in the Northeast? 
A: Spring. Seed as early as possible to provide the 
maximum establishment period before the trees 
foliate. You could also seed in mid- to late Novem-
ber and let the seed overwinter if the area is dif-
ficult to work in the spring. Autumn establishment 
may be difficult because of fallen leaves. 

Q: How do you use herbicides around nursery 
plantings? 
A: Read the label and apply the herbicides ac-
cording to instruction only to the plants listed. 

The herbicide choice is affected by the nursery 
plant species, the problem weeds, soil type and the 
application technique and timing that is best for 
your particular nursery operation. WTT 

- R BY THE DOZEN. 
We call them the RC-1230 and RC-1260. But you can think of 

them as a good ol' Rain Bird® RC-7A controller. Made even better 
and more economical. 

Fact is, both new controllers give you 12 stations instead of just 7. 
Plus cost-per-station savings of almost 30 percent. 

The new Rain Bird® RC-1230 really pours it on. It's a Rain Bird-
tough design delivering up to 12 stations. All with 3 to 30-minute settings 

per station in 1-minute increments, 
j j n The new Rain Bird® RC-1260 keeps things watered — without 

wasting a drop. Again, you get 12 stations, but with 6 to 60-minute station 
settings in 2-minute increments. 

Best of all, both deliver plenty of professional features. A 24-hour clock. 
A 14-day calendar. Station Omit. Automatic Rapid Advance. And more. Plus 

jntroducing the new low cost ain ¿r
ono2£i. VaScai. And precise. 

Rain Bird 12-station controllers. That s our new r c 1230 and rc -1260 
12-station controllers. 

Two dozen good reasons why it's always 
greener on the Rain Bird side of the fence. 

P a i n & B I B D * 

Bringing new ideas to life. 
7045 N. Grand Avenue. Glendora, CA 91740 

® Rain Bird is a registered trademark of Rain Bird Sprinkler 
Mfg. Corp., Glendora, California. 


