
LETTERS 
I enjoy reading Weeds, Trees and Turf, and do 

appreciate the journal. 
However, I want to take issue with a statement 

made in Vol. 17 (8) on page 38. In explaining ex-
cessive water evaporation from exposed sandtrap 
surfaces, the author indicates . . the sun heats up 
the exposed sand surface and causes rapid surface 
evaporation, it wicks water away from the sur-
rounding soils." This explanation of the drying 
phenomenon being observed on the edges of sand-
traps is highly unlikely as it would defy the laws of 
soil physics. Sand has no soil physical property 
which would allow it to draw water away from soil. 
A more likely explanation of the observed phe-
nomenon would result from a combination of pro-
cesses involving capillary movement of water in 
the adjacent soil to the surface for continuous dry-
ing, coupled with increased slope exposure fre-
quently associated with sandtrap construction. 
Sincerely, 
J. R. HaU 
Extension Specialist, Turf 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute 

On page 64 of the May 1978 issue, a clay soil is 
represented as having less pore space than a sandy 

(green mix) soil. If fact, the 80% solids in the clay 
soil would give a bulk density of greater than 2.0. In 
the second paragraph of the answer, the statement 
is made that only marginal amounts of non-
gravitational water are held by clay. Such infor-
mation is misleading to the reader and sure knocks 
a hole in our teaching efforts. 

On page 38 and 39 in the August 1978 issue, the 
readers are cautioned about sand traps "wicking" 
water away from surrounding soils. Assuming that 
a good trap sand is used, I would guess that the 
mulching effect of the dry surface sand would tend 
to conserve water beneath and beside the sand. In 
other words, more water would be lost if no sand 
was in the trap or if the trap was not there but 
similar contours existed. Certainly a plastic liner 
would reduce any moisture losses, but is there any 
more need for a liner with a trap than without a 
trap? 

I believe Weeds, Trees, and Turf is a valuable 
publication for those of us in the turf industry. I 
hope my comments will contribute to it becoming a 
better and more factual publication. 
Donald V. Waddinton 
Professor of Soil Science 
The Pennsylvania State University 

The Ross TreeGARD is a simple 
easy-to-handle plastic snap-on tube 
that expands to fit any young tree. 
• Protects against sun scald, yet 

allows proper ventilation. 
• Protects tender bark from rabbits 

and other rodents that feed on new \ 
growth. 

• Protects against mower bruises and 
gashes that expose trees to disease 
and insect damage. 

• No taping, tying or gluing is 
necessary. 

• Snaps on—snaps off in seconds. 
• Durable plastic can be used from 

season to season. 
• Easily removed and replaced for 

spring-time inspection. 
Stock number 1687, 24" long, packaged 
400 to a carton. 

Contact your local distributor or 
ROSS Daniels, Inc. 1720 Fuller Rd., West Des Moines, Iowa 50265 

Circle 135 on free information card 

Custom-made binder easily holds entire year's copies 
of WTT magazine. Green binder with gold embossed 
logo protects your magazines and gives your library a 
neat appearance. Magazines can be inserted as they 
are received. Annual index in December issue makes it 
easy to find information you need quickly . . . Send 
check or money order to: 

mhmm 
9800 Detroit Ave. 

Cleveland, Ohio 44102 

Preserve Your Copies of 
WEEDS, TREES & TURF in 

Permanent 
Binders 
only $4.75 

A Great New Labor Saver... 

ROSS 
TreeGARD 


