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Q: What would you suggest for sand topdressing to 
correct c lay greens in a heavy rainfall climate? 

A: If you real ly want to correc t your clay greens, 
you should rebui ld them. If you don't want to re-
build, you can try methods of improving clay 
greens which may r e d u c e the severi ty of the 
clay/high ra infa l l prob lem. 

Basical ly , the small size and shape of c lay par-
t ic les a l low them to fit so c losely together that the 
space b e t w e e n the part ic les is very small . Only 
marginal amounts of nongravitat ional water and 
air are held by the green to support plant growth. 

In prepar ing green mixes , w e try to ach ieve 30 
percent air spaces , 20 percent water spaces , and 50 
percent solids a f ter the green has b e e n compact-
ed, soaked, and a l lowed to dry 24 hours . To achieve 
this mixture, silt and c lay part ic les are exc luded in 
most instances result ing in essent ia l ly soil-less 
greens composed of only sand and organic matter. 
Fur thermore , e x c e s s water from rainfa l l or irriga-
tion should be a b l e to perco la te downward to be 
car r ied off by drain ti le p laced in the green sub-
grade on 15-ft. centers . 

To dilute the e f fec ts of c lay r e q u i r e s massive 
amounts of sand. Your program should b e geared 
to applying as much sand as possible without in-
juring the exist ing turf. Your greens will not need 
addit ional organic matter if you have any mat layer 
at all . 

In the cool t imes of the y e a r aer i fy with as large 
of t ine as poss ible and to the greatest depth possi-
b le . R e m o v e the plugs and topdress with pure 
washed, medium sand [part ic les 1 mm or small-
er) . Apply roughly Vfe in. of sand each time you top-
dress and aer i fy . Brush the sand into the holes and 
thatch layer . Do this as often as possible during the 
cool, act ively growing periods. During hotter pe-
riods of slow turf growth, careful ly topdress every 
three w e e k s or so with about 1/16 in. of plain sand. 

Continue to aer i fy and topdress with sand until 
a six to eight-in. layer of sand has accumulated. 
Th is may take many years . M a n y superintendents 
have found a rotary, pul l -behind fert i l izer spread-
er equipped with a sand ring insert as a good way 
to apply the sand. 

H e e d these points of caut ion: 
— s a n d must b e proper size, 
— s a n d should b e neutral to slightly acid pH, 
—apply a d e q u a t e micronutr ients , 
—adjust water ing pract ices as sand builds up, 
—only apply as much sand as can b e worked into 

the mat layer , 
—topdress only when turf is act ively growing. 

T h e T e e - 2 - G r e e n Corp., 1212 W. 8th St., Kansas 
City, M o . 64101, has a f ree publ icat ion on sand top-
dressing avai lable . T i t led " P r o b l e m s or Progress," 
it can be a great aid to any greens cha i rman con-
sidering a sand topdressing program. WTT 

Flail Safety 
Cut you r grass and cut your r isks w i th Mott f lai l 
safe mowers. Lightweight, free-swinging flail knives 
yield when st r ik ing objects, reduc ing the force of 
impact . Their vert ical mode of operat ion, the guard 
act ion of the roller, and the deflecting features of 
the cu t te r hous ing all comb ine to make Mo t t 
m o w e r s safer. 
Cu t t i ng w id ths f r o m 38 to 88 inches and gangs 
to 19 feet. Mot t mowers have Long Li fe 
Durab i l i t y and for you that 
means Best Va lue 
Purchase. 


