
WHOLESALE GROWER 

WIGHT NURSERIES: 
SPECIALIZING IN EVERGREENS 

Wight Nurser ies , located near 
Cairo, Georgia , grows 250 acres of 
conta iner grown stock and 125 acres 
of f ie ld grown stock. "Conta iners 
make up the vast major i ty of our 
stock, we have over f ive mill ion," 
says John Wight Jr., president of the 
company. " Y o u get 30,000 plants per 
a c r e in cans whi le you only get about 
four or f ive thousand in the f ield." 

Wight is a wholesa le nursery, 
specia l iz ing in evergreens . About 60 
p e r c e n t is b r o a d l e a f e v e r g r e e n s 
whi le the remaining 40 percent is 
coni ferous . 

T h e nursery r e q u i r e s approxi-
mate ly 225 full t ime employees . Be-
cause they are far enough south, 
seasonal turnover is quite small , not 
over 10 percent . 

S ixty-f ive tractors and 14 pick-up 
trucks are inc luded in the equip-
ment inventory. Most of the tractors 
are under 35 hp and about 55 of them 

Fifty miles of sprinklers water Wight's 
container stock in the fields. 

Snowco offers the oil 
around utility trailer line 

Send Coupon Today -State-

Model 20-005 with 
standard wheel covers Model 20-002 with 

standard hub caps 

Take your choice of eight flatbed trailers with loading ramps 
or tilt decks, plus a box bed trailer with tailgate. They're 
ideal for hauling grounds maintenance equipment and other 
bulky, hard-to-handle items. 

Three trailers with ramps; two with perforated steel decks, one 
with wooden deck. Capacities 1,150 and 2,100 pounds. 

Five trailers with perforated steel tilt decks. Capacities 
1,000 to 3,500 pounds. 

One steel box bed trailer with optional canvas or fiberglass cover. 
Capacity 1,200 pounds. 

Snowco 
Division of Beatrice Foods Co. 
4386 McKinley, Omaha, Nebr. 68112 
Please send Utility Trailer Information 



are used for pulling wagons. Four 
hundred wagons are used for moving 
the container stock around. Each 
w a g o n h o l d s 361 c a n s a n d t h e 
wagons are usually pul led in tan-
dem, two to a tractor. Equipment 
r e p l a c e m e n t i n c l u d e s a b o u t f ive 
pick-ups and 10 to 15 tractors a year . 

Most of the irrigation system is 
permanent set, except for some in 
the field, according to Wight. " I t is in 

Acres of plants are grown under plastic. 

beds 100 ft. wide and there ' s a row 
every 100 ft. W e ' v e probab ly got 50 
miles of r o w s , " he est imates . W a t e r 
c o m e s from eight lakes on the prop-
erty and three d e e p wel ls that give 
700 gallons per minute . All of the 
conta iners are irrigated with an inch 
of water every other day. 

E q u i p m e n t m a i n t e n a n c e at the 
nursery is l imited. T h e h e a v i e r jobs 
a r e s e n t to s h o p s . " E q u i p m e n t 
qual i ty is good," says Wight, " T h e 
pr ice has just gone up, up, up. W e ' r e 
buying all A m e r i c a n - m a d e tractors 
now and they are about 150 percent 
up from what we w e r e buying them 
for six or eight years ago . " 

Most of the c h e m i c a l s n e c e s s a r y 
are purchased n e a r the beginning of 
the year . " I n some ins tance we get 
bids on large quant i t ies and b a s e it 
on a year ' s supply , " Wight says. 
" L e s s e r quant i t ies we just buy w h e n 
n e e d e d . " 

Conta iners a re probably the ma-
jor e x p e n s e at Wight N u r s e r i e s . 
" W e ' r e using pr imar i ly one sup-
p l i e r , " according to Wight, " a n d are 
spending a great deal with them, 
probably over hal f a mill ion dol-
l a r s . " 

Ninety-f ive percent of the plants 
are shipped by re fr igerated semi. 
T h e y are mainly shipped east of the 
Mississippi River, with occasional 
sh ipments into Arkansas and Texas. 
M a r c h and Apri l are the nurseries ' 
biggest months for shipping. We 
probably ship 40 percent then, says 
Wight. N o v e m b e r through Febru-
ary, we h a v e very little going into the 
North, but w e also ship into Tampa 
a n d J a c k s o n v i l l e , F l o r i d a , New 
O r l e a n s and o t h e r a r e a s where 
there ' s no f rost . " About forty per-
cent of the northern shipments go in 
August and S e p t e m b e r . 

" W e don't own our own trucks," 
Wight says, " a n d we have to com-
pete with Florida produce. If they 
h a v e a p e r i s h a b l e i tem, they'll out-
bid you for trucks and then you get 
into a hel l of a p r o b l e m . " 

Advert is ing is done on the back 
page of " N u r s e r y B u s i n e s s " and a 
couple of other trade papers with 
full page ads on occas ion. 

As far as trends in the nursery 
business , Wright predicts : " T h e big 
ones are going to get bigger. It's get-
ting much more competi t ive and will 
cont inue to do s o . " WTT 

Thousands of growers, 
nurserymen and landscapers 
depend on "the protectors" 

WILT-PRUF anti-transpirant keeps plantings, trees, shrubs, 
sod and indoor plants healthy; protects against plant 
damage due to winter k i l l , transplant shock, air pol lut ion, 
w ind burn and drought. 
SPRAY-STAY, sticker-extender sticks sprays to trees, plants, 
crops and tur f protect ing against costly run-off due to 
rain or i r r igat ion. 
W I L T - P R U F and S P R A Y - S T A Y are both 100% organic and biode-
gradable and meets all FDA specifications for use on edible crops. 

For further information call or write D e p ' t . W T T 

NURSERY SPECIALTY PRODUCTS 
P.O. Box 4280 , Greenwich, CT. 0 6 8 3 0 

Dig brig trees. 
Make 

brig money. 

Do it with 
Big John 

NOW . . . two new Big Johns mean even more income for your 
business! A new 86" giant — world's largest patented tree digger 
— plus a powerful 55" workhorse. Both as rugged and dependable 
as the proven 78" model! Be one of the first to see these diggers in 
action. Just drop us a note. Better yet, call us now for a demonstra-
tion. We'll show you how your company can earn big money using 

Big John. After all, we want to sell 
you more than a machine; we want 
to sell you a profitable business! 

TREE EQUIPMENT CO. 
1 6 0 8 4 S . C h a n d l e r R d . E a s t L a n s i n g . M l 4 8 8 2 3 

P h o n e : 5 1 7 / 3 5 1 - 1 3 7 0 

Ottering a complete line ot tree & landscape equipment: Big John Tree Transplanters 
• Newman Tree Frames 4 Trailers • CareTree Systems • Levco Stump Cutters 
• Cobra Air Hammers • Owatonna Loaders • Dakota Trailers • Chipmore Chippers 


