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Sod producers set for field days in Spokane 
T h e A m e r i c a n Sod Producers As-

sociat ion will hold its s u m m e r meet-
ing and f ield days for the first t ime in 
Northwest seed country, July 19-21 in 
Spokane , Washington. 

" B e t w e e n 350 and 400 sod pro-
ducers and suppl iers will b e at-
tending, " according to ASPA Presi-
dent Glenn R e h b e i n . T h e convention 
will be hosted by seed producers 
a n d p r o c e s s o r s at the S h e r a t o n 
S p o k a n e . Doyle Jackl in, market ing 
manager for jackl in S e e d Co., is the 
convent ion c h a i r m a n . 

A tour of s e e d production areas 
a n d i d e a e x c h a n g e s w i t h s e e d 
growers and processors is p lanned. 
F ie ld demonstrat ions will take place 
at the S c h n e i d m i l l e r Sod Farm in 
Liber ty Lake, Washington, and the 
George T h a y e r fac i l i t ies in northern 
Idaho. 

A salmon b a k e and a spec ia l 
ladies program are p lanned. 

Persons interes ted in attending 
should contact the A m e r i c a n Sod 
Producers Associat ion, 9th & Min-
nesota, Hastings, Ne. 68901. (402) 
463-5691. 

View of the Spokane convention area. 

B r o a d e r e x p e r i e n c e s with nett ing 
in sod planting and i n c r e a s e d uses of 
sludge as a fer t i l izer w e r e among 
topics highlighting the M i d w i n t e r 
C o n f e r e n c e of the A m e r i c a n Sod 
Producers Associat ion held F e b . 12 
to 15 at the Nassau B e a c h Hotel in 
the Bahamas . 

Over 300 de legates a t tended the 
seminars , which this winter focussed 
not only on sod production but also 
inc luded discussions of the econ-
omics of farming, from tax matters to 
wage and hour laws and appl icat ion 
of insurance programs. 

A divers i f ied group of s p e a k e r s 
r a n g e d f r o m D r . P a u l H a l l , o f 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and 
State Univers i ty , who spoke on uses 
of sewage sludge in sod production, 
to L. S. Wilson, of the E.I. DuPont 
Company, who gave a st imulating 
talk on the i m p o r t a n c e of c o m -
municat ions in bus iness and h o m e 
l i fe . 

O t h e r s p e a k e r s w e r e D o y l e 
Jackl in, of the Jackl in S e e d Co., 
S p o k a n e , Wa. ; A S P A legal counse l 
Wil l iam A. Harding; Paul Smith, 
CLU, of Fr inge Benef i t s Design in 
Kansas City, Mo. ; John Hope, of 
M a n d e r l e y T u r f F a r m s , N o r t h 
Gower , Ontario , Canada ; C h a r l e s 
Lain of Pine Is land Tur f Nursery , 
Sussex , N.J., and Al len McDowel l , of 
A l e x a n d e r & A l e x a n d e r , Lincoln, 
Neb . 

Against a deta i led sc ient i f i c out-
l ine by Dr. Hall on the appl icat ion of 
s l u d g e in s o d g r o w i n g , T o m 
Thornton, of Thornton ' s T u r f Nur-
sery, Elgin, 111., reported f ine prac-
tical results a f ter a year ' s use of 
"d iges ted s ludge. " 

" O n c e it c a t c h e s on , it w i l l 
b e n e f i t j u s t a b o u t e v e r y b o d y , " 
Thornton said. " W e get the sludge 
f r e e from Chicago 's Metropol i tan 
Sani tary Depar tment , and its imme-
diately recognized advantages are 
the low cost and its existing va lues in 
nitrogen, phosphates , potash and 
trace e l e m e n t s . " 

RECLAMATION 

Grants from coal tax 
to be distributed soon 

Landscape contractors may be 
a b l e to cash in on a federal govern-
ment program to rec la im abandoned 
coal mines when an estimated $98 
mil l ion is distr ibuted starting this 
summer . 

Of f i c ia l s from the Off ice of Sur-
face Mining, a new agency in the 
U.S . Department of the Interior, said 
it would dec ide by mid-May on pro-
ject sites. 

Almost $34 mill ion was collected 
from O c t o b e r through December 

The picturesque jagged peaks of the 
Cascade Range located between Seattle and 
Spokane. 



from a tax on c o a l m i n e d b y 
operators to s u p p o r t the r e c l a -
mation program. S u r f a c e mining of-
ficials hope to col lect $140 mill ion 
during the program's first year . 

The abandoned mine rec lama-
tion fund is part of the S u r f a c e Min-
ing Control and Rec lamat ion Act of 
1977. In November, Joan Davenport , 
assistant secretary for Energy and 
Minerals in the Inter ior Depar tment , 
asked the 50 governors to submit a 
list of sites in n e e d of rec lamat ion . 
About 300 proposals w e r e made, and 
the Office of S u r f a c e Mining has 
narrowed that list to b e t w e e n 20-30 
sites as of late Apri l . 

Potential ly h a z a r d o u s m i n e s , 
such as those n e a r school buildings 
or others that could cause personal 
injury, will be the first pro jec ts 
chosen for rec lamat ion . 

About $70 mill ion will b e retur-
ned to the states during this first year 
so they can adminis ter their own 
programs. T h e federa l government 
will keep 20 percent of the money 
and f inance its own pro jects . 

Ray Booker, a division chie f for 
the abandoned mine program, said 
the federa l g o v e r n m e n t wil l be 
"working as c losely as we can with 
the s t a t e s . " He s a i d c o n t r a c t o r s 
should contact depar tments in their 
state governments most l ikely to han-
dle a r e c l m a t i o n p r o j e c t f o r 
information on bidding procedures 
and other detai ls about the program. 

Many states will adminis ter the 
program through their Department 
of Natural Resources . Others may 
have agencies for mining or, as in 
Oklahoma, a C o n s e r v a t i o n Com-
mission. 

NURSERY 

AAN offers advice 
on loss deductions 

The Amer ican Associat ion of 
Nurserymen's legal counsel has of-
fered the following thoughts as to the 
availability of f edera l i n c o m e tax 
casualty loss deductions arising out 
of the recent extraordinar i ly cold 
winter conditions in the North and 
East and drought condit ions in the 
West. 

The I R S takes the position that 
damage caused by drought cannot b e 
a deductible casualty loss, s ince it 
does not occur suddenly. Never the-
less, some courts have a l lowed such 
deductions, and taxpayers may wish 
to seek legal or accounting advice on 
such cases . 

Plant damage caused by freezing 
c o n d i t i o n s c a n b e a d e d u c t i b l e 
casual ty loss, w h e r e the f r e e z e is un-
usual. It depends upon normal con-
ditions for the area . 

Inventory losses not covered by 
insurance do not genera te a casualty 
loss deduct ion b e c a u s e they will 
automatical ly result in a greater 
deduct ion for cost of goods sold. 
W h e r e covered by insurance , inven-
tory losses may e i ther b e re f l ec ted in 
cost of goods sold b a s e d on clsing in-
ventory, with inclusion of the in-
surance recovery as gross income; or 
a l t e r n a t i v e l y , the t a x p a y e r m a y 
ignore the insurance recovery and 
remove the loss from the cost of 
goods sold. 

In the case of landscaping on a 
customer 's business premises , the 
taxpayer may c la im a loss b a s e d on 
the " b e f o r e " and " a f t e r " value of the 
damaged plants, but the loss may not 
e x c e e d t h e a d j u s t e d b a s i s 
(deprec ia ted cost). T h e r e is no need 
to consider the e f fec t of the loss on 
the value of the ent ire property. 

T h e legal quest ion, w h e r e the 
plants represent landscaping of non-
business property, is the amount of 
loss ref lect ing the " b e f o r e " and "a f -
t e r " value of the ent i re premises . As 
a p r a c t i c a l m a t t e r , t h e I R S 
recognizes a r e p l a c e m e n t cost in-
v o i c e or e s t i m a t e as r e a s o n a b l e 
ev idence of the loss in va lue of the 
property, unless there is reason to 
be l ieve that restorat ion of the part ic-
ular plant is not necessary , or would 
e n h a n c e the value of the property 
above its precasual ty value . 

Diff icult quest ions ar ise in the 
case of damage to trees or other 
s p e c i m e n s which are too large to 
r e p l a c e with plants of a s imi lar size, 
s ince it would not be possible to ob-
tain e v i d e n c e of r e p l a c e m e n t cost. 
T h e IRS takes the position that shade 
tree appraisa l methods may not be 
used, and that it is n e c e s s a r y to ob-
tain a " b e f o r e " and " a f t e r " ap-
praisal of the ent i re property by an 
exper t rea l estate appra iser . 

T h e AAN in cooperat ion with the 
Counci l of T r e e and L a n d s c a p e Ap-
praisers and other landscape groups, 
was unsuccess fu l last year in seeking 
an a m e n d m e n t to the I R S regu-
lat ions to o v e r c o m e this prob lem. 
T h e p o s s i b i l i t y of a l e g i s l a t i v e 
s o l u t i o n i s u n d e r a c t i v e 
considerat ion. 

All-new 4-wheel drive 
HUSTLER 402 

mows where It grows! 
Meet the first 4-wheel 

drive, 72" out-front-cut 
mower: HUSTLER 402. 

Self-leveling hydraulics 
maintain operator station 
and engine platform on 
slopes up to 27°. ROPS is 
standard equipment. 

Turning on the slope is 
easy with the HUSTLER 
402. One set of drive 
wheels can move forward 
while those on the other 
side move backward. Twin 
hand levers steer at a touch, 
giving positive control 
where needed most. 

Big Kohler K-582 engine. 
HUSTLER WorkMated® 
72" heavy duty rotary deck. 
Other WorkMated 
attachments: flail mower, 
snow-thrower, dozer blade, 
and broom. 

Watch for a field demo, 
or write for literature and 
distributor's name. Or call 
toll-free (800) 835-3260. In 
Kansas or Canada, call 
collect (316) 327-4911. 
HUSTLER turf equipment 
by Excel Industries, Inc., 
Box 727, Hesston, KS 
67062. 
For GSA: GS-07S-02441 
For HUD: OAH(CO)m 2297 

m i o n 
Turf Equipment 

There's a difference! 



Labor reform act has pro-union effect 
The Chamber of Commerce of the United States says legislation 

currently before the Senate would make it much easier for a union 
to organize a non-union work force. 

The Chamber 's Labor Relations Attorney G. John Tysse told 
W E E D S T R E E S & TURF, " T h e greatest adverse effect will be on the 
smaller non-union company such as the landscaper. A provision in 
the Act permits union organizers to come on business property to 
talk to non-union employees if the owner talks to employees in the 
same way. An outdoor situation like landscaping makes it even 
eas ie r . " 

Under the Act a union could force an election within 21 days of 
petitioning the National Labor Relations Board. "An employer 
hasn't enough time to react to union pressure in 21 days," Tysse 
stresses. 

2,4,5-T RPAR involves 424 
different products 

A rebuttable presumption against registration issued by EPA last 
week against 2,4,5-T will affect more than 424 products of 122 com-
panies and 21 products with former state registrations pending for 
federal registration. EPA cited "industry's apparent inability to pro-
duce 2,4,5-T without TCDD contamination" and said "TCDD must 
also be considered when assessing 2,4,5-T by the agency's risk 
cr i ter ia . " 

Oncogenic effects were a major factor for the RPAR. EPA 
summarized, " T h e studies indicated that 2,4,5-T containing less than 
0.05 p.p.m. TCDD or TCDD alone have oncogenic effects in two 
mouse strains and one rat strain. S ince 2,4,5-T, as currently formu-
lated, contains TCDD (at a maximum amount of 0.099 p.p.m.), a 
rebuttable presumption against the registration of 2,4,5-T products 
has arisen because of the oncogenic effect of 2,4,5-T and its con-
taminant TCDD. 

EPA bases none of its RPAR on bioaccumulation or other 
environmental effects, giving 2,4,5-T a clean bill in many studies 
cited in the RPAR. A National Academy of Sc iences report was cited 
which said 2,4,5-T and TCDD have never been detected in drinking 
water in tests sensitive to parts per trillion. Concerning food EPA 
summarized, "FDA Market Basket Survey Samples from 1969 
through July 1974 showed no 2,4,5-T residues (detection limit: 0.02 
p.p.m.) in 155 total diet samples involving 1,869 food composites ." 

Rebuttals to the presumption against registration are due at the 
agency by June 5. 

Reregistration costs may soar 50 percent 
A draft of a report by EPA's Off ice of Pesticide Programs indi-

cates that guidelines change could increase the cost of reregis-
tration from $691 million to $949 million. The guideline changes in-
volve Section Three of the revised Pesticide Law (FIFRA). 

Some of the figures and assessments in the draft include: 
—Cost of meeting the guidelines' data requirements for new active 
ingredient nonfood use, $375,000. 
—Consumer costs of the guidelines, 10c to 35c per capita per year 
during the 1980's. 
—For a major agricultural pesticide, the one-time cost of compli-
ance with the guidelines, including filling data gaps, would be about 
$1 million. 
—Some very small formulators, which, for example formulate only 
one product, might go out of the pesticide business if they have to 
meet the data requirements of the guidelines. 

TURF 

Adjuvants may reduce 
crabgrass germination 

Tests conducted under growth 
chamber and breenhouse conditions 
at the Delaware Agricultural Experi-
ment Station has shown that several 
wetting agents can be effective in 
reducing germination of hairy crab-
grass seeds, according to Dr. William 
H. Mitchell , University of Delaware 
turf specialist . Mitchell 's tests have 
shown that both dormant and gerac-
tively germinating seed are damaged 
by wetting agents. However, there 
was rarely a complete kill in any 
given test. 

Subject ing treated seed to sub-
freezing temperatures for a period 
of 12 hours increased the effective-
ness of the wetting agent. Since crab-
grass plants are easily destroyed by 
freezing temperatures, Dr. Mitchell 
speculates that using wetting agents 
prior to cold weather may have the 
effect of triggering germination, thus 
setting the stage for further seed 
damage. 

D r . M i t c h e l l p r e s e n t e d 
information regarding his research 
at a recent meeting of the North-
eastern Weed Sc ience Society. Part 
of this research has been supported 
by a grant from the Delaware Turf-
grass Association. 

LAWN CARE 

Manufacturers form 
lawn and garden group 

An association of lawn and gar-
den manufacturers was formed in 
April with the goal of establishing a 
cohesive force that will further the 
growth of the lawn and garden 
industries. 

The Lawn and Garden Manu-
f a c t u r e r s A s s o c i a t i o n is head-
quartered in Chicago according to 
L A G M A Pres ident Edward Sco-
field, executive vice-president of 
Rapid-Gro Corp., Danville, 111. 

The group's vice-president, E. 
Olansky of Sc ience Products Co., 
Chicago, said there has been great 
interest in membership and that a 
number of working committees have 
a l r e a d y b e e n formed. Interested 
persons may contact LAGMA, One 
Illinois Center, 111 East Wacker 
Drive, Chicago, 111. 60601. 

Continues on page 63 
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1978 officer» for the Virginia Turfgrass Council are: (front row, 
left to right) Rex H. Harris, Eagle Haven Golf Course, assistant 
treasurer; Earl H. Odell, Todd Farm Equipment Co., secretary-
treasurer; Gus C. Constantino, Wilson Feed & Seed Co., presi-
dent; Charles Moss, Richmond Power Equipment Co., direc-
tor; (back row) directors: George C. Baker, Dixon & Van; 
Stephen P. Skowronski, Meadowbrook Country Club; Archie 
Goode, Brookside Golf Club; Richard J. Fisher, Lake Monti-
cello Country Club; and W. Ray Weekly, Prince William Turf 
Farms. Kenneth P. Giedd, Hermitage Country Club, vice presi-
dent was not present. 

Virginia turfgrass show 
draws 280 delegates 

The 18th annual Virginia Turfgrass C o n f e r e n c e 
drew 280 persons this year , in spite of the w e a t h e r . 
The c o n f e r e n c e is sponsored e a c h year by Virginia 
Tech's Extension Division and the Virginia Turf -
grass Council . With " E m e r g i n g T r e n d for Bet ter 
T u r f " as the theme this year , the c o n f e r e n c e was 
attended by golf course super in tendents from 
Washington D.C. and Wil l iamsburg, Nat ional Park 
Service off ic ials , and m a i n t e n a n c e personnel for 
the mar ine b a s e at Quantico , among others . 

T h e Virginia Turfgrass Counci l presented its R. 
D. Cake M e m o r i a l Award to L e e Dieter , super in-
t e n d e n t of t h e W a s h i n g t o n G o l f C o u r s e at 
Arlington, Va. Die ter is a past pres ident of the 
council and the Mid-Atlant ic Associat ion of Golf 
Course Super in tendents . He is a Pennsylvania 
native and 1959 graduate of Penn State . 

T h e industry serv ice award went to R ichard E. 
Schmidt , a s s o c i a t e p r o f e s s o r of a g r o n o m y at 
Virg in ia T e c h a n d d i r e c t o r of the T u r f g r a s s 
Research Center . A nat ive of Michigan, Schmidt 
joined Virginia T e c h in 1960 as an instructor af ter 
completing his b a c h e l o r ' s and master ' s degrees at 
Penn State . His doctorate c a m e from Virginia T e c h 
in 1965. He has directed r e s e a r c h at the center 
since its founding in 1967. T h e award recognizes 
his near ly two d e c a d e s of turf research . 

You'll be 
A-a-a-all Alone! 

(even on pay day) 

That's r ight ! W i t h Pr inceton 's " A u t o m a t i c " S o d 
Harves ter y o u can harvest u p t o 2 7 , 0 0 0 sq. ft. o f 
s o d per hour...all by yoursel f . El iminates the n e e d 
for a large f ie ld c rew. Save t i m e , m o n e y , a n d 
man -hou rs . 

D e s i g n e d for large v o l u m e s o d p r o d u c e r s w h o 
w a n t t o increase p r o d u c t i o n and p ro f i t . Cuts, 
aerates, c ross t ie stacks and pa l le t izes sod. . . ready 
t o ship, au tomat ica l l y . Al l y o u d o is s teer ! 

N o m a t t e r h o w large y o u r vo lume. . .all you 
need is a Pr ince ton " A u t o m a t i c " S o d Harvester... 
a n d maybe a rad io for c o m p a n y . 

There's a Princeton for Everyone. 

Reduced cos ts and in-
creased production means 
bigger profits. That's why the 
Princeton "Self-Propelled" 
Sod Harvester has become 
the standard for the sod in-
dustry. Compare output! 
Three men and one machine 
can harvest 22.500 sq. ft. 
of sod per hour, completely 
palletized. 

For the medium to large 
volume sod producer 
who wants qual i ty , 
high production, and 
low maintenance at a 
moderate price. 

Models available 
for various soil and 
harvesting conditions. 

For additional information 
write or call collect: 

Designed to meet the 
special needs of the smaller 
volume sod producer. Oper-
ates behind any adequately 
sized, low-speed tractor. Ex-
clusive "2 minute hook-up" 
capability allows you com-
plete flexibility in the use of 
your power supply. With a 3 
man crew, you can harvest 
up to 13,500 sq. ft. of sod 
per hour, palletized and 

ready to ship. The "Tow-
Boy" Sod Harves-

ter...own a real 
Princeton at 
one third the 
cost of our 
l a rge r ma-
chines. 

Rodger Osborne 
Sales Manager 
955 W. Walnut Street 
Canal Winchester, Ohio 43110 
614/837-9096 

PRINCETON 
MANUFACTURING COMPANY 


