
Council releases profile of customers 
T h e Nursery Market ing Council has re leased data obta ined from 

r e s e a r c h of nursery customers . 
T h e information revea ls three di f ferent types of customers . T h e 

first type, which makes up an est imated 20 percent of homeowners , 
spends seven hours per week in the s u m m e r caring for their plants and 
an average of $200 per year for plant mater ia ls . T h e other two groups 
spend about four hours per week in the summer caring for plants and 
spend $40 to $70 per year for plant mater ia l . 

N M C also found that 25 percent of homeowners look to their local 
garden center for information on plants and 60 percent depend upon 
nurser ies . Also, mail order plant catalogs are used by only one percent 
of homeowners . 

ALCA urges compliance to Carter guidelines 
T h e Associated Landscape Contractors of A m e r i c a have suggested 

that contractors , espec ia l ly those working under government con-
tracts, comply with new wage and price guidel ines. Compl iance must 
be documented by contractors and subcontractors . Cer t i f i ca tes of 
c o m p l i a n c e are required for government jobs for more than $5 mill ion. 
O t h e r penalty situations are unclear . 

Bas ica l ly , pr ices should not rise an average of V2 percent less than 
the average pr ice increase of 1976 and 1977. A cei l ing of 9.5 percent ex-
ists for pr ice increases . Wages should not increase more than an aver-
age of seven percent . 

Houston is location of ALCA annual meeting 
Final program detai ls have been re leased for the 1979 Annual 

Meet ing & T r a d e Exhibi t of the Associated Landscape Contractors of 
A m e r i c a . T h e week-long meeting will be held Feb . 4-9, 1979, at the 
Gal ler ía Plaza Hotel in Houston, Texas . 

T h e ALCA convention will fea ture some twelve programs on vari-
ous aspects of landscape contracting, starting with a unique two-
session keynote presentat ion. National ly-known Dick S e m a n will pre-
sent a three-hour program on " C o m m u n i c a t e to M o t i v a t e " deal ing with 
personnel management in an in-depth analysis . 

T h e T r a d e Exhibi t will be coupled with a unique new program the 
following morning — the Equipment Demonstrat ion program. Held in a 
bare-ear th f ield ad jacent to the hotel , the session will fea ture all of the 
ma jor equipment manufac turers showing and demonstrat ing their 
machines for the industry. As the program will be held in a bare -ear th 
field, the equipment will be fully operat ional , with back-hoes digging, 
hydro-mulchers spraying, mowers mowing, and so forth. 

Technica l ly -or iented Spec ia l ty Workshops will cover Inter iorscape 
Contracting, M a i n t e n a n c e , Revegeta t ion/Eros ion Control, Publ ic Re la -
tions and Insurance , and Lawn Care Workshop. 

Full information and registration mater ia ls are ava i lab le from: 
Associated Landscape Contractors of A m e r i c a ; 1750 Old M e a d o w 
Road; M c L e a n , Virginia 22102. 

M o r e than 200 c o m p a n i e s will ex-
hibit at the Georgia World Congress 
Center . T h e first G C S A A show was 
held at Detroit ' s Fort S h e l b y Hotel in 
1928 w h e r e there w e r e only 27 ex-
hibitors. 

PGA Hall of F a m e inductee G e n e 
S a r a z e n will be the keynote speaker . 
Educat ional themes will inc lude T h e 
W a y of C h a n g e , T h e F u t u r e of 
Water , Tur f M a n a g e m e n t , Publ ic 
Golf Course M a n a g e m e n t , Execut ive 
A p p r a i s a l , C o n f l i c t M a n a g e m e n t , 
and Applying Discover ies . 

W h i l e s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s t o u r 
Atlanta 's f inest golf courses , their 
wives can tour some of Atlanta f ine 
o l d e r h o m e s or S t o n e M o u n t a i n 
Park. 

Interest persons should contact 
G C S A A , 1617 St. A n d r e w s Drive, 
L a w r e n c e , KS 66044. Registration 
deadl ine is Jan. 6. 

TURF 

Research observed 
at Virginia field days 

Approx imate ly 280 turf pro-
fess ionals from 13 states w e r e a b l e to 
view the latest turf equipment , prod-
ucts and r e s e a r c h at the 1978 Vir-
ginia T e c h Turfgrass F ie ld Days and 
T r a d e S h o w . . 

T h e two days of activity began at 
Lane Stadium with a tour of exhibi ts 
w h e r e 35 c o m m e r c i a l bus inesses dis-
played turf products and equip-
ment. 

Part ic ipants then moved to T e c h ' s 
Turfgrass R e s e a r c h C e n t e r to see 

Richard E. Schmidt, associate pro-
fessor of agronomy at Tech, demonstrates 
research on sub-irrigation of putting greens 
at the Virginia Tech Turfgrass Field Days and 
Trade Show. This method of irrigation has 
proven effective in conserving water and ap-
pears to have the potential of relieving dry 
spots on greens. 


