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You might think that someone who 
gets excited about grass seed must be 
strange. But if you visit the re-
search facilities of seed companies 
across the United States and Eur-
ope, you would feel interested too. 

In the past two months I've had 
the pleasure of visiting seed com-
panies from New Jersey to Post Falls, 
Idaho. And much to my surprise, I'm 
excited about varieties ready to en-
ter the market in the next two years. 

You can USE a"Handful ofHurricgn 
TO SWEEP UP LEAVES, UTTER etc?. 

T A K E - A L O N G 'BIG J O B ' L O A D E R _ ] 
H A U L T H I S 16 horsepower Mi-T-VAC on any truck (or 
on trailer we make) and clean up wet or dry problems. 
Fills dump truck with leaves in 25 minutes! 

lo-Elg,theAifi3Rodln 
HEAVY DUTY BLOWER-SWEEPER helps a small 
crew gather more leaves, trash, clippings in less 
time. For details on today's 3 to 45 horsepower 
models, call Area 216 947-2344. 

RTUIRTER STROnC D i v i s i o n 

BOX 68 • ATWATER, OHIO 4 4 2 0 1 
LAWN EQUIPMENT SINCE 1949 

M O O E L 
8 K 

Model 
16 SVL 
Complete with 
8 inch hose 

Circle 125 on free information card 

Designed for Maximum Production and Maneuverability 

Smooth, level fields permit even 
seeding, uniform germination and 
precision harvesting on sod fields 
And smooth fields are easy on all 
other equipment, thus reducing 
unnecessary wear 

Prepare seedbeds fast, then fold 
the wings hydraulically for transport 
to the next field 

Available in two sizes, 24' or 16' 
Circle 117 on free Information card 

WEEDS TREES & TURF/AUGUST 1978 

width, with tremendous production 
capacity 

For free information, wnte or call 

Simmon 
MANUFACTURING CO. 
Dept SM 12, Box 4345 
Denver, Colorado 80204 
(303) 572-1140 

The greatest swell of research in-
terest is for reclamation. Northrup 
King, Jacklin, Lofts, International 
and Stanford all have products 
ready to serve this blossoming field. 
They also are studying new vari-
eties tolerant of alkaline and acid 
soils for western needs. 

And before you get used to blue-
grasses just released, improved rye-
grasses and fine fescues will be 
available which either add signific-
antly to mixes or stand on their own. 

You should visit a seed research 
farm and talk to a research director. 
They somehow manage to memor-
ize what grass is located in every 
three by five foot block of a five-acre 
field. Then you go to their offices 
and see stacks of paper bags filled 
with seed. Each bag has a long num-
ber on it and someone knows what 
each number stands for. In fact, by 
looking at a few seeds that research-
er can tell you the genus. 

It used to be that many of the 
grasses were discovered on a golf 
course or park where they devel-
oped through natural selection. To-
day, most of the grasses are devel-
oped through cloning at research 
farms. Not only must the grass be 
disease resistant, but it will never 
make it to market unless it also pro-
duces abundant seed. 

Once the new variety is de-
veloped, years of testing in many 
locations across the country are 
needed before commercial intro-
duction. There are currently a num-
ber of varieties in this phase right 
now. Within the next two or three 
years there will be a number of new 
names in turf seed, including a new 
Merion. 

We need to improve our methods 
of informing the public about new, 
improved turfgrass varieties. Urban 
extension agents and retail nursery-
men must be kept abreast of turf-
grass research. Buyers for discount 
stores need to know the facts of fine 
turf seed. 

It is your responsibility to advise 
customers of improved varieties. It is 
also your responsibility to ask sod 
producers to grow the new vari-
eties. As a result, customers will re-
ceive the best turf available and you 
will be respected for your up-to-date 
knowledge of your field. 

FOR TABLE TOP SURFACES 
AND UNIFORM 

SEEDBEDS, 
SOD GROWERS I 

NEED AN H H R J ' |1PP 
EVERSMAN PLANE ^ ^ 


