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PROSCAPE

By Michael Hurdzan, Ph.D., golf course architect and consultant

Q. What is your opinion of plastic liners under
sandtraps for weed control?

A. The use of plastic sheets under the sand in
sandtraps has been tried for a number of years
with varying results. The theory is that by placing a
physical barrier between the soil subgrade of the
trap and the sand, weeds would be shallow-rooted
and easier to control and underlying soils would
not contaminate the sand. In theory this seems sen-
sible, but as a practical matter often less than ex-
citing results are obtained.

First, there is the problem of properly placing
the plastic film on the trap floor. In new con-
struction, it is simply laid on the base grade and the
edges cut off just below the sand surface or tucked
back into the topsoil. The ideal method is to tuck
the edges into the topsoil about 7-8 inches below
grade.

Once the plastic sheeting is installed, small
holes must be made in the plastic to allow water
movement to the tile drains. If these holes are too
big they reduce the benefit of the plastic liner and
if they are too small then they impede drainage.

After installation of the plastic is complete and
the sand is placed over it, wind and water erosion
or golfer use can expose the plastic to snagging.
This is particularly true on slopes and crowns with-
in the trap that commonly become devoid of sand.

Based on these observations, 1 suggest one
might be better off to use the funds allocated for
plastic installation to simply buy more or better
sand and try to achieve a minimum sand depth of
6-8 inches, which will resist weed growth and keep
the sand surface loose.

There is one instance where I would strongly
suggest the use of plastic film as liners for sand-
traps. This is where the sandtrap is placed so close
to the green that when the sun heats up the ex-
posed sand surface and causes rapid surface
evaporation, it wicks water away from the sur-
rounding soils. This situation is further compli-
cated because of the accumulation of sand blasted
out of the trap often produces a droughty soil pro-
file. If a plastic liner were installed under this ex-
posed sand face it would reduce the need for spot
watering these dried areas and would result in a
more attractive turf area. WTT
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| NEW! “FLEXISPRAY"’

Introducing the 52 inch cut Bunton Rear Discharge mower.
A new design deck allows close trimming on both sides,
helps prevent windrows and gives you a clean manicured
cut (not that just-cut look). The new variable speed drive
gives a wider range of ground speeds. The 3 gallon fuel tank
and Hi-Way front caster wheels are standard equipment.
This new mower is designed for fine lawns and rough areas.
The finger tip control gives the same easy handling and hill-
side stability and maneuverability as the other Bunton Self-
Propelled models. Also available is a new 36 inch
rear discharge mower.

Bunton Co. * 4303 Poplar Level Rd. * Louisville, Kentucky 40213 U.S.A.
Phone 502/459-3810  Telex 204-340
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HIGH PRESSURE WEED/BUG SPRAY HOSE
® IDEAL FOR SPRAYS, CHEMICALS, AIR, OIL & WATER.

® TOUGH, CORRUGATED ORANGE PVC COVER
FOR MAXIMUM STRENGTH.

® TIGHT, WOVEN NYLON LAYER
WITHSTANDS UP TO 2000 LBS. BURST PRESSURE.

©® SMOOTH INNER PVC TUBE FOR
ABRASION RESISTANCE AND EASY FLOW.

® EXTREMELY LIGHTWEIGHT AND FLEXIBLE
® AVAILABLE IN %" to %" 1.D.s in 300 FOOT COILS

Send for your free, new catalog

FLEXITUBE INT. CORP.
BOX 292, WILLOWGROVE, PA. 19090
TEL: 215-674-8036
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When a trap is too close to a green and there is
no water barrier between the trap and the green, the
trap may wick moisture away from the green.

| Waler

e
o

The TUFLEX manu-
facturing process al-
lows a five year war-
ranty on all tanks.

For economy prices and
more information on our
complete line of tanks,
write or call now

We are not
only the best!
We are the

only!

The PC200 Complete Pressure Spray Unit shown above with Myers 10 gallon/minute pump
with pressures up to 500 PSI. (Also available FMC John Bean and Hypro pumps. )

7«%?(; is the only manufacturer to spe-

cialize in seamless fiberglass spray tanks
specifically for the pest control and lawn
care industry. Remember when craftman-
shipwas anart . . . at Tuflex it still is! The
exclusive Tuflex process carries a full five
year warranty on all handcrafted seam-
less fiberglass tanks.

Tuflex Manufacturing Company
&> PO. Box 13143, Port Everglades Station
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33316
Phone 305/525-8815

\__Plant Location: 800 Eller Drive, Port Everglades in Fort Lauderdale )
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SAFETY TEST INC.
PQO. Drawer 400
Shelby, N. C. 28150
(704) 482 7346
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