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VEGETATION MANAGEMENT

By Roger Funk, Ph.D., Davey Horticultural Institute, Kent, Ohio

Q: Has there been much progress lately in
improvement of grass growth regulators (to save
mowings)?

A: A number of growth retardants have been re-
searched for turf, and a few such as maleic hydra-
zide (Maintain 3, MH-30, Slo-Gro, Retard and
chlorflurenol [Maintain CF-125]) are available
commercially.

Unfortunately, growth retardants are expen-
sive and the results unpredictable. The response
from retardant applications is influenced by
temperature; rainfall; time, rate and uniformity of
application; and turfgrass species and vigor. Most
of the chemicals cause yellowing of the grass
blades and reduced tillering and rooting, which
can have a long-term effect on turf health and
density.

The use of growth retardants currently labeled
for turfgrass should be limited to low-mainte-
nance, hard-to-mow areas such as median strips
and road banks.

Q: At what temperature in the spring would 2,4-D,
Dacthal W-75, Endothal, Paraquat have any effect
on sprayed weeds?

A: For broadleaf weed control, 2,4-D is effective
above freezing, but maximum effectiveness re-
quires actively-growing weeds which occur above
50° F.

Dacthal W-75 is a pre-emergent herbicide that
controls germinating seedlings. The temperature at
which seeds germinate is dependent upon the spe-
cies, but if you are primarily concerned with crab-
grass, the temperature is about 55° F.

You don't mention the intended use of Endo-
thal, but if it is for aquatic weed control, the weeds
should be actively growing, which occurs above
60° F.

Control with paraquat is not temperature-de-
pendent but is affected by the amount of light.

Continues on page 82

Snowco offers the all
around utility trailer line

Take your choice of eight flatbed trailers with loading ramps
or tilt decks, plus a box bed trailer with tailgate. They're
ideal for hauling grounds maintenance equipment and other
bulky, hard-to-handle items.

Three trailers with ramps; two with perforated steel decks, one

with wooden deck. Capacities 1,150 and 2,100 pounds. Division of Beatrice Foods Co.

4386 McKinley, Omaha, Nebr. 68112
Five trailers with perforated steel tilt decks. Capacities Please send Utility Trailer Information

1,000 to 3,500 pounds.
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One stgel box bed trailer with optional canvas or fiberglass cover. Firm
Capacity 1,200 pounds. s
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