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VEGETATION MANAGEMENT 

By Roger Funk, Ph.D., Davey Horticultural Institute, Kent, Ohio 

Q: Has there been much progress lately in 
improvement of grass growth regulators (to save 
mowings)? 

A: A number of growth retardants have been re-
searched for turf, and a few such as maleic hydra-
zide (Maintain 3, MH-30, Slo-Gro, Retard and 
chlorflurenol [Maintain CF-125]) are available 
commercially. 

Unfortunately, growth retardants are expen-
sive and the results unpredictable. The response 
from retardant applications is influenced by 
temperature; rainfall; time, rate and uniformity of 
application; and turfgrass species and vigor. Most 
of the chemicals cause yellowing of the grass 
blades and reduced tillering and rooting, which 
can have a long-term effect on turf health and 
density. 

The use of growth retardants currently labeled 
for turfgrass should be limited to low-mainte-
nance, hard-to-mow areas such as median strips 
and road banks. 

Q: At what temperature in the spring would 2,4-D, 
Dacthal W-75, Endothal, Paraquat have any effect 
on sprayed weeds? 

A: For broadleaf weed control, 2,4-D is effective 
above freezing, but maximum effectiveness re-
quires actively-growing weeds which occur above 
50° F. 

Dacthal W-75 is a pre-emergent herbicide that 
controls germinating seedlings. The temperature at 
which seeds germinate is dependent upon the spe-
cies, but if you are primarily concerned with crab-
grass, the temperature is about 55° F. 

You don't mention the intended use of Endo-
thal, but if it is for aquatic weed control, the weeds 
should be actively growing, which occurs above 
60° F. 

Control with paraquat is not temperature-de-
pendent but is affected by the amount of light. 
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Snowco offers the oil 
around utility trailer line 

Model 20-005 with 
standard wheel covers 

Take your choice of eight flatbed trailers with loading ramps 
or tilt decks, plus a box bed trailer with tailgate. They're 
ideal for hauling grounds maintenance equipment and other 
bulky, hard-to-handle items. 

Three trailers with ramps; two with perforated steel decks, one 
with wooden deck. Capacities 1,150 and 2,100 pounds. 

Five trailers with perforated steel tilt decks. Capacities 
1,000 to 3,500 pounds. 

One steel box bed trailer with optional canvas or fiberglass cover. 
Capacity 1,200 pounds. 
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Q: Please advise best treatment for Japanese 
weeping cherry for borers. 

A: I do not have any phytotoxicity information 
specific for Japanese weeping cherry, but you 
might try l i n d a n e which is the s tandard 
recommendation for borers. Follow the instruc-
tions on the label and spray on a day with low 
humidity, preferably when the temperature is 
below 85° F. 

Q: It has been said that an evergreen's roots 
should never be allowed to freeze. To what extent 
or when is that true? 

A: Evergreens, particularly broadleafed ever-
greens, can lose a considerable amount of water 
through the foliage (transpiration) during the win-
ter. Plants grown on locations exposed to the after-
noon sun and/or drying winds are especially 
susceptible to water loss. If soil water in the root 
zone is frozen, the root system of the plant cannot 
absorb enough to replace the amount lost through 
transpiration. The resultant water deficit is evi-
denced by winter scorch on the leaves and, under 
extreme conditions, death of stem tissue or even 
the entire plant. 

To prevent or minimize the potential for win-
ter scorch, plant susceptible evergreens in areas 
protected from the winter sun and winds. Anti-
desiccants can be sprayed on the foliage in late No-
vember to suppress water loss, and the root area 
can be thoroughly irrigated to increase soil water. 

Q: How would you eliminate night crawlers (long 
earthworms) from a lawn? This lawn is about 
10,000 square feet and has thousands of holes that 
are caused by these earthworms; they make the 
lawn too bumpy to mow. 

A: There are no compounds that I am aware of 
labeled for earthworm control. However, chemi-
cals applied for white grub control have report-
edly also controlled earthworms. 

VEGETATION MANAGEMENT is a free problem 
solving service for any residential, industrial, muni-
cipal, or golf course landscaping topic. Write your 
questions for VEGETATION MANAGEMENT on the 
postpaid reader question card in this issue. 

The finest "Vibe-less" lightweight you 
can buy for commercial cutting 
Here's plenty of cu t t ing muscle in a smooth 
running, "Vibe-less" 45cc l igh twe igh t w i t h 
iso la t ion-mounted engine, auto and manual 
oilers and comfor tab ly g rouped controls. 
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Powerfu l professional 
cu t t i ng too l fo r tal l 
grass, heavy brush 
or scrub trees. 
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exclusive "Vibe-less" 

engine moun t i ng 
system, durable 30cc 
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drive shaft suppor ted 

by ball bearings and a 
sealed gear box. You 
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