
Propagation of 
Ornamentals From Seed 

Propagation from seed can be an easy and econ-
omical means of increasing your inventory of orna-
mental plantings. There are some advantages and dis-
advantages, according to the Florida Nurserymen and 
Growers Association. 

Almost anyone has the necessary containers for 
planting and a small spot in which to grow them. The 
seed can be collected easily from trees and shrubs in any 
accessible place. Fresh seeds are easy to germinate, but 
variations may occur in seed-produced plants. However, 
many plants can be grown and only the best retained. 

The disadvantages of seed propagation are: extreme 
variation in some species, hard seed coats that must be 
scarified before planting, variable growth habits, 
progeny not true to type and low viability. 

Collecting seed should be done with great care. 
Choose seed from the best type of plant for propa-
gation and check for maturity. Many seeds have an 
after-ripening period even though they are mature when 
collected from the tree. The viability of some seeds is 
very short and they must be planted rather quickly. A 
few seeds must be cold treated before germination can 
occur. 

Some of the seeds collected may have a fleshy pulp 
around the seed which must be removed. It can be done 
by washing in water and draining before planting. 

Good seed can be checked by the flotation method. 
Place seeds in a bucket of water. Those that float to the 
surface should be thrown away. Good seed will sink to 
the bottom of the container. If the seeds are to be stored, 
they should be air-dried before placing in storage con-
tainers. Remember, seeds contain a living plant and 
should be handled with care. 

Seeds that are to be stored should be fully ripe. Im-
mature seed will not keep as well in storage as those that 
are mature. Hard coated seeds store much better than 
those with soft seed coats. Temperature fluctuations can 
cause low viability, especially if the moisture is high. The 
temperature most desirable for seed storage is 40° F. Use 
airtight containers for best results. 

A number of excellent trees can be grown from seed. 
The redbud, magnolia, Acacia and Jerusalem thorn, 
however, need treatment for more rapid germination. 
Magnolia seeds need to be stored in an ordinary 
refrigerator for five or six months. The seeds can be 
placed in a plastic bag and stored. Check once-in-awhile 
for proper moisture in the bag. A light sprinkling may 
be necessary. Hard-coated seeds like Jerusalem thorn 
and redbud can be soaked overnight in water. When 
first placed in water, it should be 190°F. Dump in the 
seed, let the water cool then plant the next day. 

Try growing ornamentals from seed. It is easy, but 
takes a little longer to get a tree for shade. Shrubs will 
grow more rapidly. Propagation of plants from seed is 
interesting and something anyone can do. 
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Capitol Nursery Supply, Inc. 
Phoenix, Arizona 8b005 
602/272-5508 
Swift Agricultural Chemicals Corp. 
Los Angeles, California 90023 
213/264-5800 
Foster-Gardner, Inc. 
Coachella, California 92236 
714/398-6151 
Foster-Gardner, Inc. 
Anaheim, California 92801 
714/761-2521 
Agri-Turf Supplies 
Santa Barbara, California 93101 
805/963-3691 
Abate-A-Weed 
Bakersfield, California 93308 
805/589-0615 
Robinson Fertilizer Company 
Orange, California 92666 
714/538-3575 
Wilbur-Ellis Company 
Chula Vista, California 92012 
714/422-5321 
Caceres Chemical Company 
Los Angeles, California 90046 
213/876-1460 
Moyar Chemical Company 
San Jose, California 95108 
408/297-8088 
Moyar Chemical Company 
Santa Ana, California 92707 
714/549-2871 
Agri-Chem, Inc. 
Ft. Lupton, Colorado 80621 
303/288-4281 
Avon Cider Mill 
Avon, Connecticut 06001 
203/677-0343 
Swift Agricultural Chemicals Corp. 
Winter Haven, Florida 33880 
813/293-3147 
McMullen Feed Store 
Clearwater, Florida 33516 
813/446-5961 
Swift Agricultural Chemicals Corp. 
Pompano Beach, Florida 33060 
305/772-5550 
Swift Agricultural Chemicals Corp. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30304 
404/955-0774 
Lawn ft Turf, Inc. 
Conyers, Georgia 30207 
404/483-4743 
Swift Agricultural Chemicals Corp. 
East St. Louis, Illinois 62201 
618/271-5650 
Turf Products, Ltd. 
West Chicago, Illinois 60185 
312/668-5537 
Tuif Management Supply Company 
Rockton, Illinois 61072 
815/624-7578 
Paarlburg Chemical Company 
South Holland, Illinois 60473 
312/474-3086 
Olsen Distributing Company 
Barrington, Illinois 60010 
312/381-9333 
Professional Turf Specialties 
Bloomington, Illinois 61701 
309/829-5031 
Indiana Seed Company, Inc. 
Noblesville, Indiana 46060 
317/773-5813 
Deiach-Benhem. Inc. 
D/B/A Desco Chemical 
Nappanee, Indiana 46550 
219/773-7781 
Chemi-Trol Chemical Company 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46225 
317/634-7963 
Seedkem, Inc. 
Evansville, Indiana 47708 
812/424-2401 
Tri-State Toro Company 
Davenport, Iowa 52802 
319/326-4416 
Leisur-Aid A Division of Aklex Corp. 
Council Bluffs, Iowa 51501 
712/336-2441 
Toro Service Canter 
Des Moines, Iowa 50318 
515/243-0498 
Big Bear Equipment Company 
West Des Moines, Iowa 50318 
515/243-1271 
Champion Turf Equipment. Inc. 
Wichita, Kansas 67209 
316/943-0283 
Rhodes Chemical Co. 
Kansas City, Kansas 66103 
913/432-2424 
Swift Agricultural Chemicals Corp. 
Glen Burnie, Maryland 21061 
301/760-5927 

Cornell Chemical ft Equipment Co, Inc. 
Baltimore, Maryland 21227 
301/247-1525 
Vaughan's Seed Company 
Div. of Vauahan - Jacklin Corp. 
Landover, Maryland 20785 
301/322-8800 
R.F. Moras ft Son Company 
Wareham, Massachusetts 02571 
617/295-1553 
L ft E. Chemical, Inc. 
Div. of Lawn Equipment Corp. 
Royal Oak, Michigan 48067 
313/398/3636 
J.J. Dill Company 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49005 
616/349-7755 
Turf Supply Company 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55121 
612/454-3106 
Swift Agricultural Chemicals Corp. 
Jackson, Mississippi 39205 
601/366-4401 
Champion Turf Equipment Inc. 
Kansas City, Missouri 64114 
816/333-8000 
Champion Turf Equipment Inc. 
Springfield, Missouri 65803 
417/869-2551 
Professional Turf Specialties 
St. Louis, Missouri 63155 
314/225-7515 
Big Beer Equipment Inc. 
Omaha, Nebraska 68137 
402/331-0200 
Rhodes Chemical Company 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68507 
402/466-8156 
Clark County Wholesale Mercantile 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89101 
702/382-7700 
The Terra Compeny 
Saddle Brook, New Jersey 07662 
201/843-6655 
Vaughan's Seed Compeny 
Div. of Vaughan - Jacklin Corp. 
Bound Brook, New Jersey 08805 
201/356-4200 
Wagner Seed Company, Inc. 
Farmingdale, New York 11735 
516/293-2920 
Eastern Turf Equipment Inc. 
Fayetteville, North Carolina 28301 
919/483-0179 
Swift Agricultural Chemicals Corp. 
Wilmington, North Carolina 28401 
919/371-2216 
Sidney L. Dryfoos Compeny 
Cleveland, Ohio 44146 
216/439-4363 
Van Atta Seed ft Imp. Compeny 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45225 
513/541-2051 
C.O. Lows Sales 
Columbus, Ohio 43229 
614/891-9668 
Lee Road Nursery, Inc. 
Cleveland, Ohio 44101 
216/561-3786 
Larry's Garden Cantar, Inc. 
Maple Heights, Ohio 44137 
216/662-3884 
Binding Stevens Seed Co. 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74135 
918/627-4480 
Lawn ft Golf Supply Co., Inc. 
Phoenixville, Pennsylvania 19460 
215/933-5801 
Allan's Seed Store, Inc. 
Slocum, Rhode Island 02877 
401/294-2722 
Bell Oil Company 
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Swift Agricultural Chemicals Corp. 
Columbia, South Carolina 29250 
803/254-5189 
Csntral South Turf Distributor, Inc. 
Nashville, Tennessee 37211 
615/832-7725 
Swift Agricultural Chemicals Corp. 
Houston, Texas 77002 
712/682-6217 
Turf ft Garden 
Division of Todd Farm Equipment, Inc. 
Chesapeake, Virginia 23320 
804/543-2071 
Swift Agricultural Chemicals Corp. 
Vancouver, Washington 98660 
206/696-3321 
Turf Management Supply Company 
Sun Prairie, Wisconsin 53590 
608/837-5598 
Reinders Brothers Inc. 
Elm Grove, Wisconsin 53122 
414/786-3300 


