
Cushman-Ryan training 
program offered again 

More than 200 persons are ex-
pected to graduate this fall and win-
ter from Cushman-Ryan 's factory 
service training network. 

Ivan Vagts, na t ional service 
manager, said the 1977-78 curricu-
lum includes 21 classes offered on a 
rotating basis in four cities. The spe-
cialized 2'/2-day classes are avail-
able to both Cushman-Ryan cus-
tomers and dealer mechanics. 

"We pioneered the factory ser-
vice training network last year and 
were pleased with results,' ' Vagts re-
marked. "So this year we've ex-
panded our program." 

Centers will be located in At-
lanta, San Francisco, Lincoln, Ne-
braska, and Fairfield, N.J. The 
classes, which are scheduled to begin 
in November and run through Janu-
ary, will be conducted on a rotating 
basis. 

Ryan classes will spotlight the 
aerification product line plus sod 
cutter equipment. The Cushman 
program includes comprehensive 
classes on engine repair and the 
drive train assembly. 

Vagts said registration forms are 
available by contacting him or any 
Cushman-Ryan dealer. He suggest-
ed applicants select a first and sec-
ond choice of attendance dates. 

U.S. sulfur-coated 
urea facility planned 

The first su l fur -coa ted urea 
facility in the U.S., and the second 
in the world, will be built in Colum-
bia, Ga . by Ag Industries Manufac-
turing (AIM) Corporat ion, a sub-
sidiary of Lakeshore Equipment and 
Supply Company, licensed through 
the Tennessee Valley Author i ty 
(TVA) under several patents. Con-
st ruct ion of the p lan t ' s process 
equipment will begin after ribbon-
cutting ceremonies scheduled for 
mid-October with plans for opera-
tion in early 1978. 

TVA has been testing sulfur as a 
coating for urea since 1957 at the 
National Fertilizer Development 
Center in Muscle Shoals, Alabama. 

Although test results were prom-
ising, conditions in the U.S. didn't 
favor large-scale marketing of the 
product until recently, according to 
Ronald A. Smith, project manager 
for Lakeshore. The method TVA li-
censed AIM to use took about 15 
years to develop. 

Currently, the only commercial 
plant in operation is in Canada , but 
there are pilot plants located at 
Muscle Shoals, Korea, Spain, and 
England, and the product is show-
ing great international acceptance. 

Covar fescue released 
for erosion control 

Covar, a new grass that grows 
well in the dry regions of the Pacific 
Northwest, is expected to be used 
extensively to control erosion on 
rangeland, roadsides, ditchbanks 
and other sites. 

Covar, a variety of sheep fescue, 
was developed at Washington State 
University and is being released 
jointly by WSU, the University of 
Idaho, Oregon State University, and 
the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture's Soil Conservation Service. 

As a ground cover, the fescue 
grass tends to crowd out weeds. 
When seeded with other grasses, Co-
var controls erosion on steep range-
land and provides early spring for-
age for cattle. 

Covar is adapted to most of the 
Pacific Northwest east of the Cas-
cades and grows well in regions with 
10 to 18 inches of rainfall. 

Scientists at NCSU 
will study C02 loss 

Scientists at the North Carolina 
S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y A g r i c u l t u r a l 
Experiment Station will study a 
complex and little understood plant 
phenomenon known as postillumi-

nation burst of carbon dioxide. The 
s t u d y wi l l be d o n e u n d e r a 
m e m o r a n d u m of unders tand ing 
with the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture. Postillumination burst of 
carbon dioxide is the sudden release 
of substantial amounts of carbon 
dioxide by plant leaves when light is 
turned off. This loss of carbon diox-
ide, required for plant growth, may 
have undesirable effects on plant 
growth and yield. Knowledge about 
this plant phenomenon will help 
plant breeders to develop new im-
proved varieties. 

The two-and-a-half-year, $36,-
000 research project will be funded 
by USDA's Agricultural Research 
Service (ARS). 

Dr . T. E. Wynn will be the 
principal investigator for the experi-
ment station. Dr. D. E. Moreland is 
the sponsoring scientist for ARS. 

Pennfine produced 
under federal act 

Pennfine ryegrass, developed at 
The Pennsylvania State University, 
has become the first Penn State vari-
ety produced under the new federal 
Plant Variety Protection Act. 

The new law stipulates that seed 
growers wishing to produce a new 
variety may do so under a contract 
wherein the growers must meet 
regulations for quality seed as set by 
the breeder (Penn State). 

The law thus provides for pro-
pr ie tary ownersh ip , wherein an 
individual or organizaion owns and 
controls a variety. In this way, the 
contract assures the breeder that 
seed will have the superior qualities 
originally built into the new variety, 
according to Dr. Joseph M. Duich, 
developer of Pennfine ryegrass. 

The Seed Production and In-
troduction Corporat ion (SPIC) is 
handling all contractual arrange-
ments for producing Pennfine rye-
grass. Already, four competing na-
tional seed companies are produc-
ing Pennfine under contract with 
SPIC. 


