
Douglas M. C o s t l e has been conf i rmed by the Senate as A d m i n i s t r a t o r o f 
the Environmental P r o t e c t i o n Agency. He was nominated f o r the post by P r e s i -
dent C a r t e r on February 16. 

C o s t l e is a former commissioner o f the Connect icu t Department of Env i ron-
mental P r o t e c t ion , and has been a c o n s u l t a n t to E . P . A . on land use p o l i c i e s . 
He holds an A.B. degree from Harvard U n i v e r s i t y and a J . D . degree from the 
U n i v e r s i t y o f Chicago Law School . 

The General Account ing O f f i c e has re leased a copy o f a study h i g h l y 
c r i t i c a l o f the Occupat ional S a f e t y and H e a l t h A d m i n i s t r a t i o n and the N a t i o n a l 
I n s t i t u t e o f Occupat ional S a f e t y and H e a l t h , the research o r g a n i z a t i o n in the 
Department o f H e a l t h , Educat ion and W e l f a r e . According to the New York Times, 
the study p o i n t s out t h a t a l though m i l l i o n s of workers a r e exposed every day 
to hundreds o f substances known to cause cancer and o t h e r d i s e a s e s , f i n a l 
p r o t e c t i v e procedures have been imposed f o r on ly 15 such poisons in the f i v e 
years the agency has been f u n c t i o n i n g . 

The 116-page r e p o r t o f the G . A . O . , the i n v e s t i g a t i v e arm of Congress, 
sa id t h a t unless the two agencies can e x p e d i t e the passing of emergency temp-
o r a r y s t a n d a r d s , " i t w i l l take more than a cen tu ry to e s t a b l i s h needed s tand-
ards f o r substances a l r e a d y i d e n t i f i e d as h a z a r d s . " The study concluded t h a t 
some o f the $727 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s the agencies have spent in the l a s t f i v e years 
might have been b e t t e r spent on educa t ion and t r a i n i n g a c t i v i t i e s r e l a t e d to 
t o x i c substances. 

The enforcement procedure o f O . S . H . A . were r e c e n t l y upheld by the Supreme 
Cour t . In a unanimous d e c i s i o n , the c o u r t r e j e c t e d the arguments o f two con-
t r a c t o r s who a l l e g e d the procedures u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l on the grounds t h a t they 
had been f i n e d w i t h o u t b e n e f i t o f a j u r y t r i a l . 

J u s t i c e Byron R. W h i t e , w r i t i n g the d e c i s i o n of the c o u r t , held t h a t the 
Seventh Amendment to the C o n s t i t u t i o n p r o v i d i n g j u r y t r i a l s in c i v i l s u i t s w i t h 
p e n a l t i e s o f more than $20 does not prevent Congress from e s t a b l i s h i n g o ther 
enforcement procedures . 

S c i e n t i s t s a t M i s s i s s i p p i S t a t e Chemical Labora tory a re a t t e m p t i n g to 
develop degradab le i n s e c t i c i d e s t h a t could be used to c o n t r o l the imported f i r e 
ant under a c o o p e r a t i v e agreement w i t h the U . S . D . A . 

The red and b lack imported f i r e a n t s , Solenopsid i n v i c t a and S. r i c h t e r i , 
a r e se r ious pests o f humans and a g r i c u l t u r a l p roduc t ion in the southeastern 
U .S . Since Mirex is being phased out as a c o n t r o l f o r the imported f i r e a n t , 
new t o x i c b a i t f o r m u l a t i o n s must be deve loped. 

In s t u d i e s to develop new b a i t s , r esearchers a t M i s s i s s i p p i S t a t e w i l l 
s y n t h e s i z e new c a n d i d a t e chemicals t h a t a r e r e a d i l y degradable and have a slow 
or de layed t o x i c a c t i o n . 

The A g r i c u l t u r a l Research S e r v i c e o f U . S . D . A . w i l l p rov ide $24 ,000 f o r 
the s tudy . 


