
EPA proposes to cancel BHC, a chemical used in p e s t i c i d e s manufacture, and a s k s 
fo r p u b l i c comment on r i s k s and b e n e f i t s o f p e s t i c i d e s c o n t a i n i n g benzene hexach l o r i de . 
Desp i te the fact that BHC fo r use in o the r p e s t i c i d e s i s no longer be ing made, some 
58 U.S. f i rms are s t i l l employing o l d BHC s t o c k s to produce some 86 d i f f e r e n t pest 
con t ro l p roduc t s . 

S c i e n t i s t s at the U n i v e r s i t y o f W i s con s i n w i l l s tudy f e a s i b i l i t y o f t r a n s f e r r i n g 
c h l o r o p l a s t s from one p lant s pec i e s to ano the r , under a coope ra t i ve agreement w i th the 
USDA. US DA A g r i c u l t u r a l Research S e r v i c e w i l l p rov ide $59,918 f o r the two-year s tudy . 

The USDA made three changes in the c i t r u s b l a c k f l y q u a r a n t i n e : 1) replaced emer-
gency r e g u l a t i o n s on the recent F l o r i d a outbreak w i th more formal c i t r u s b l a c k f l y 
qua r an t i ne ; 2) extended the regu la ted area in F l o r i d a to two a d d i t i o n a l c o u n t i e s ; and 
3) added two a r t i c l e s to the l i s t o f r e s t r i c t e d i tems. 

Three na t i ona l parks and three na t i ona l f o r e s t areas are the f i r s t to be o f f i c i a l l y 
recogn ized as B io sphere Reserves in the U.S . The B io sphere Reserve P ro jec t i s an e f -
f o r t o f the i n t e r n a t i o n a l Man and the B io sphere Program to p ro tec t r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s eg -
ments o f the w o r l d ' s na tu ra l r eg i on s as major cente r s f o r animal and p lant p r e s e r v a t i o n , 
env i ronmental r e sea r ch , and educa t i on . 

The s i x de s i gna ted areas a re : Coweeta Exper imental F o r e s t , N .C . ; Great Smokey 
Mountains Nat iona l Park , Tenn. and N .C . ; Hubbard Brook Exper imental F o r e s t , N.H.; Eve r -
g lades Nat iona l Park , F l a . ; V i r g i n I s l a n d s Nat iona l Pa rk , V . I . ; and L u q u i l l o Experimental 
F o r e s t , P.R. 

Use o f M i rex f o r f i r e ant con t ro l i s to be d i s c o n t i n u e d by June 28, 1978. EPA Ad-
m i n i s t r a t o r R u s s e l l T r a i n accepted the c a n c e l l a t i o n p lan proposed by the s t a t e o f M i s -
s i s s i p p i to end a l l use o f the p e s t i c i d e in the South. T r a i n agreed to g r a d u a l l y phase 
out federa l pe rm i s s i on f o r M i rex p roduc t i on and use. A i r p l a n e a p p l i c a t i o n s a g a i n s t 
f i r e ant s w i l l end December 31, 1977. Ground treatment ends s i x months l a t e r . Dur ing 
the pha se -ou t , more env i r onmenta l l y acceptab le M i rex 10:5 w i l l be s u b s t i t u t e d f o r c u r -
rent 4X b a i t . 

Fur ther i n c rea se s in minimum wage become e f f e c t i v e January 1, 1977. Seasonal ex -
emptions w i l l be e l im i na ted . The minimum wage fo r a g r i c u l t u r a l employees becomes 
$2.20/hour on January 1, and $2 .30/hour» fo r o the r employees covered by law. 


