
A case involving i n f e r i o r grass seed w h i c h w a s c a l l e d to federal a t t e n t i o n be-

g i n n i n g in 1971 by M a r y l a n d T u r f and Seed o f f i c i a l s has been s e t t l e d in an 111 i no i s 

U . S . District C o u r t . 

M a u r i c e H . D a y , Chief o f the M a r y l a n d D e p a r t m e n t o f A g r i c u l t u r e ' s T u r f and Seed 

R e g u l a t o r y S e c t i o n , says that the S e a b o a r d Seed Company o f B r i s t o n , I l l i n o i s , paid 

a $2,750 s e t t l e m e n t to e n d the case w h i c h w a s b r o u g h t a g a i n s t it by USDA's Agri-

c u l t u r a l M a r k e t i n g S e r v i c e . 

Ray B r u s h , o f the A m e r i c a n A s s o c i a t i o n of N u r s e r y m e n , spent 8 hours on the wit-

ness stand d e f e n d i n g n u r s e r y uses o f c h l o r d a n e and h e p t a c h l o r in t e s t i m o n y at pesti-

cide c a n c e l l a t i o n h e a r i n g s c o n v e n e d by the E n v i r o n m e n t a l Defense F u n d . 

A t t o r n e y s for V e l s i c o l Chemical and the United States D e p a r t m e n t o f A g r i c u l t u r e 

aided B r u s h in p r e p a r i n g his t e s t i m o n y . The h e a r i n g s have not been c o m p l e t e d . 

Responding to a v o l u n t a r y request from H o o k e r C h e m i c a l s and P l a s t i c s C o r p . o f 

New Y o r k , the EPA has p r o p o s e d to o f f i c i a l l y e n d all U . S . sale o f a c h e m i c a l com-

pound ca11ed BHC o r b e n z e n e h e x a c h l o r i d e w h i c h is c o m m o n used in m a k i n g p e s t i c i d e 

p r o d u c t s . 

H o o k e r requested the EPA sales p r o h i b i t i o n , t e c h n i c a l l y c a l l e d a c a n c e l l a t i o n 

of r e g i s t r a t i o n , in S e p t e m b e r 1976 a f t e r learning that EPA w a s e v a l u a t i n g BHC's en-

v i r o n m e n t a l and human h e a l t h e f f e c t s . H o o k e r said it had a c t u a l l y s t o p p e d m a k i n g 

the BHC p e s t i c i d e i n g r e d i e n t , known as " t e c h n i c a l g r a d e " m a t e r i a l , A m o n t h s e a r l i e r . 

OSHA has revised its d i r e c t i v e c o n c e r n i n g m e t h o d s o f g u a r d i n g w o r k e r s f r o m phys-

ical c o n t a c t w i t h the point o f o p e r a t i o n o f p o w e r press b r a k e s . (A point of oper-

a t i o n is the area o f a m a c h i n e w h e r e w o r k is a c t u a l l y p e r f o r m e d upon the m a t e r i a l 

being p r o c e s s e d . ) 

OSHA requires use o f g u a r d i n g d e v i c e s to p r e v e n t a w o r k e r from having any part 

o f his b o d y in the point o f o p e r a t i o n w h i l e the m a c h i n e is r u n n i n g . W h e n g u a r d i n g 

d e v i c e s c a n n o t be i n s t a l l e d , a l t e r n a t e p r o t e c t i v e m e a s u r e s must be u s e d . Such al-

t e r n a t e m e a s u r e s include m e t h o d s o f keeping the w o r k e r at a safe d i s t a n c e f r o m the 

point o f o p e r a t i o n . 

T h e EPA has issued a list o f a g r i c u l t u r a l p e s t i c i d e s that are c a n d i d a t e s for 

restricted use o n l y by farmers and o t h e r s that have shown they can safely h a n d l e and 

a p p l y t h e m . 

U n d e r the 1972 Federal p e s t i c i d e s l a w , the a p p l i c a t i o n o f r e s t r i c t e d use pesti-

cides w i l l be limited o n l y to c e r t i f i e d a p p l i c a t o r s o r p e r s o n s w o r k i n g u n d e r t h e i r 

s u p e r v i s i o n . This p r o g r a m w i l l take e f f e c t on O c t o b e r 2 1 , 1 9 7 7 . 

A p r o p o s e d job h e a l t h s t a n d a r d that w o u l d reduce w o r k e r e x p o s u r e to c o t t o n dust 

has been a n n o u n c e d by O S H A . OSHA a l s o a n n o u n c e d that a p u b l i c h e a r i n g on the pro-

posal w i l l begin A p r i l 5 , 1977» 

The p r o p o s a l w o u l d reduce the present OSHA s t a n d a r d (1,000 m i c r o g r a m s o f total 

dust p e r c u b i c m e t e r o f a i r ) to 200 m i c r o g r a m s o f r e s p i r a b i e dust per c u b i c m e t e r 

o f a i r m e a s u r e d by a v e r t i c a l e l u t r i a t o r . R e s p i r a b i e dust is p r o p o s e d as the m e a s u r e 

since l a r g e r , n o n - r e s p i r a b i e dust p a r t i c l e s are not thought to be h a r m f u l . 


