
Course updates landscaping theories 
Just drive down the street of any 

town and you can see a variety of 
trees and plants in homeowners ' 
landscapes, says Fred Buscher, Ohio 
extension agent, horticulture. Al-
though many of the plantings are 
pretty and traditional, most make 
up unusable landscapes that have 
been outdated for 70 years! 

This situation, which is com-
m o n p l a c e in u r b a n a r ea s , has 
prompted Buscher to set up a series 
of landscape design short courses 
for residential properties. 

A second advanced course in the 
series was held in December at the 
Ohio Agricultural Research and De-
velopment Center. Landscape con-
t r a c t o r s and n u r s e r y m e n f r o m 
around the state took advantage of 
the course to sharpen their skills for 
solving landscape problems using 

plants, pavements, and structures. 
Buscher says that Ohio ranks 

only third behind California and 
Florida in sales of nursery prod-
ucts, but little has been done to 
develop the nurseryman's skills in 
designing home landscapes that are 
functional as well as aesthetically 
pleasing. 

Buscher and Ohio State Univer-
sity landscape architects Jot D. Car-
penter, James Hiss, and Norman 
Booth asked the participants to 
think out landscapes in a problem 
solving approach. Just as rooms are 
carefully planned before construc-
tion of a house, Buscher says use of 
space outside the house should be 
planned equally well. Plants and 
trees should be placed with the over-
all property in mind — not just the 
front door of the house. 

Old-style foundation plantings 
are still used in many home land-
scapes, although they are no longer 
necessary. 

The short course participants 
were encouraged to use plants in 
their landscape designs only for defi-
nite purposes . Cl imate cont ro l , 
windbreaks, privacy, and cutting the 
glare from traffic lights are legiti-
mate reasons for placing plants in 
p a r t i c u l a r p l a c e s . A e s t h e t i c s , 
although just as important , should 
be considered only after some of 
these landscape problems have been 
dealt with. 

This second landscape short 
course was for persons who had par-
ticipated in Course 1 of the series 
last January or had previous experi-
ence. 

We demonstrate. 
You calculate. 

If you're looking for the best trencher value, ask for a demonstration 
. . . because there's no better way to evaluate trenching equipment. That's 

why "The Diggin' Dutchman" offers demonstrations.. and that's why 
he's giving away free electronic calculators* to encourage 
more of them 

Frankly, it's a good deal for both of us. It gives you a 
chance to compare Vermeer with other models under similar 
digging conditions. And it lets Vermeer demonstrate the 
built-in features and advantages that can't be shown on 
paper. Advantages that may convince you to move up 
to a Vermeer. With superior machine balance. Superior 
muscle on the job. Center-pivot articulation. High flotation on 

tracks or rubber tires. Operator convenience. Versatility as a combo and 
with a host of additional money-saving attachments. 

Interested? Ask your Vermeer dealer for a demonstration of Vermeer 
Trenchers, Vibratory Plows, Combos, Rock Cutters, Tree 

Spades, Stump Cutters or any Vermeer equipment. He'll 
be happy to show you the machine best-suited for your 
operation . . . and give you a free calculator to help you 

formulate your own answers. Or, write — 

THE DIGGIN' 
DUTCHMAN 

'Offer limited to one free calculator per customer upon completion of demonstration on 
customer property or job site Offer expires at discretion of Vermeer Manufacturing Company 
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