FORUM: The watchdog is barking

The following remarks are ex-
cerpted from a talk which was
presented by Ray Brush of the
American Association of Nursery-
men before the National Plant Board.

Fundamental to analyzing how
great a pest risk there may be with
foliage plants is an understanding of
the phenomenal growth in the
foliage plant business.

From 1970 through

United States has multiplied by

nearly seven times.
Florida and California. In
foliage

Florida production and 12%
cent California

1975 the
value of foliage plants sold in the

Two states ac-
count for most of the production —
1970 it
was estimated that 55 percent of the
plant sales represented
per-
production, the

“Sound Conditioned”

less noise. ..

more efficiency

Applying engineering designs which “Sound Conditioned™
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reduction machinery, Mitts & Merrill can modify our brush chippers for low noise
levels. At the same time, those engineering features which have made Mitts &
Merrill the leader for years have been retained.
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Staggered knife pattern, for years a Mitts
& Merrill feature, has always resulted in
a lower noise level. First, by segmenting
the noise source. Second, through
smoother cutting action. Third, by pro-
ducing smaller chips.
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Optional torque converters and the heavi-
est steel cylinder — even without an

external flywheel — combine to give
positive cutting action under the most
rugged conditions. Isolates the engine
from shock. Minimizes maintenance

Plus e Positive safety-lock pin for greater operator safety ® Swing-away, folding feed chute
protects cutting chamber; allows instant access and increases maneuverability ® Heavy
duty construction includes coil spring, torsion-type suspension, and box tubular steel frame.
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remaining one-third coming from
the other 48 states.

California saw the most rapid in-
crease during this period. Let's ex-
amine the cause of this expansion.
Increased production by florists,
foliage producers, nurserymen,
poultry growers, vegetable growers,
speculators new to horticulture, and
imports accounted for this growth.
Reports from both California and
Florida indicate that some new
foliage producers, in getting started
with these crops, experienced diffi-
culty in meeting the quality level
sought by retailers and consumers.
Along with that difficulty could
come increased pest risk.

What was and is the American
Association of Nurserymen's stand
on this pest risk? The AAN con-
tinues to take a strong stand to
maintain Quarantine 37 to minimize
the risk of further introduction of
such potentially hazardous pests of
agricultural crops as Japanese Bee-
tle, White Fringe Beetle, Imported
Fire Ant, European Corn Borer,
Mexican Bean Beetle, Sugar Cane
Root Borer, Mediterranean Fruit
Fly, various viruses, etc. Some of
these particular pests entered this
country before the advent of
Quarantine 37, others since.

The control of these pests and
others continues to be a burden-
some expense for nurserymen. As
the Japanese Beetle moves south
and westward, does the soybean,
cotton, or peanut farmer care? Ap-
parently not, for each can still
market his crop even though a
reduction in yield may be ex-
perienced. In contrast, the nursery-
man, if his plants become infested,
can only market his plant within the
quarantine regulated area or not at
all.

The American Association of
Nurserymen believes it is the joint
responsibility of the producer and
the Department of Agriculture of
his State or Country to assume
responsibility for inspecting and cer-
tifying nursery stock to be free of
hazardous pests covered by regu-
lations within that state, other states
or foreign countries to which those
plants might be shipped. O



