
FORUM: The watchdog is barking 
The following remarks are ex-

cerpted from a talk which was 
presented by Ray Brush of the 
American Association of Nursery-
men before the National Plant Board. 

F u n d a m e n t a l to ana lyz ing h o w 
grea t a pest risk the re m a y be with 
fol iage p l an t s is an u n d e r s t a n d i n g of 
t h e p h e n o m e n a l g r o w t h in t h e 
fol iage p lan t bus iness . 

F r o m 1970 t h r o u g h 1975 the 
va lue of fo l iage p l an t s sold in the 
Un i t ed S ta tes has mul t ip l ied by 
near ly seven t imes . T w o s ta tes ac-
c o u n t for mos t of the p r o d u c t i o n — 
F lo r ida a n d C a l i f o r n i a . In 1970 it 
was e s t ima ted tha t 55 pe rcen t of the 
f o l i a g e p l a n t s a l e s r e p r e s e n t e d 
F lo r ida p r o d u c t i o n a n d 12'/2 per-
cen t C a l i f o r n i a p r o d u c t i o n , t h e 

r ema in ing one - th i rd c o m i n g f r o m 
the o t h e r 48 s ta tes . 

C a l i f o r n i a saw the mos t rap id in-
crease d u r i n g this pe r iod . Let ' s ex-
a m i n e the cause of this expans ion . 
Increased p r o d u c t i o n by florists , 
f o l i a g e p r o d u c e r s , n u r s e r y m e n , 
pou l t ry g rowers , vegetable growers , 
specu la to r s new to hor t i cu l tu re , and 
i m p o r t s a c c o u n t e d for this g r o w t h . 
R e p o r t s f r o m bo th Ca l i fo rn i a and 
F lo r ida indica te tha t s o m e new 
fol iage p r o d u c e r s , in get t ing s tar ted 
with these c rops , exper ienced diffi-
cul ty in mee t ing the qual i ty level 
sough t by retai lers and c o n s u m e r s . 
A l o n g with t ha t di f f icul ty could 
c o m e increased pest risk. 

W h a t was a n d is the Amer i can 
Assoc ia t ion of N u r s e r y m e n ' s s t and 
on this pest risk? T h e A A N con-
t inues to t a k e a s t rong s tand to 
ma in t a in Q u a r a n t i n e 37 to min imize 
the risk of f u r t h e r i n t roduc t ion of 
such potent ia l ly h a z a r d o u s pests of 
agr icu l tu ra l c r o p s as J a p a n e s e Bee-
tle, W h i t e Fr inge Beetle, I m p o r t e d 
Fire A n t , E u r o p e a n C o r n Borer , 
Mexican Bean Beetle, Sugar C a n e 
R o o t Borer , M e d i t e r r a n e a n Fru i t 
Fly, va r ious viruses, etc. S o m e of 
these pa r t i cu l a r pests en te red this 
c o u n t r y b e f o r e t h e a d v e n t o f 
Q u a r a n t i n e 37, o the r s since. 

T h e con t ro l of these pests and 
o the r s c o n t i n u e s to be a b u r d e n -
s o m e expense for n u r s e r y m e n . As 
the J a p a n e s e Beetle moves sou th 
a n d wes twa rd , does the soybean , 
c o t t o n , o r p e a n u t f a r m e r care? Ap-
paren t ly no t , for each can still 
m a r k e t his c r o p even t h o u g h a 
r e d u c t i o n in yie ld m a y be ex-
per ienced . In c o n t r a s t , the nursery-
m a n , if his p l an t s b e c o m e infested, 
can only m a r k e t his p lan t within the 
q u a r a n t i n e regula ted a rea or no t at 
all. 

T h e A m e r i c a n Assoc ia t ion of 
N u r s e r y m e n believes it is the jo in t 
responsibi l i ty of the p r o d u c e r and 
the D e p a r t m e n t of Agr icu l tu re of 
his S ta te o r C o u n t r y to a s sume 
responsibi l i ty for inspect ing and cer-
t i fying nursery s tock to be free of 
h a z a r d o u s pests covered by regu-
la t ions within tha t s ta te , o the r s ta tes 
o r foreign coun t r i e s to which those 
p lan t s might be sh ipped . • 

Applying engineering designs which "Sound Conditioned"* our industrial scrap 
reduction machinery, Mitts & Merrill can modify our brush chippers for low noise 
levels. At the same time, those engineering features which have made Mitts & 
Merrill the leader for years have been retained. 

•Copyr igh t Mitts & Merril l , Inc., 1973, 1974, 1975. All r ights reserved 

Staggered knife pattern, for years a Mitts 
& Merrill feature, has always resulted in 
a lower noise level. First, by segmenting 
the noise source. Second, through 
smoother cutting action. Third, by pro-
ducing smaller chips. 

Optional torque converters and the heavi-
est steel cylinder — even without an 
external flywheel — combine to give 
positive cutting action under the most 
rugged conditions. Isolates the engine 
from shock. Minimizes maintenance. 

PIUS • Pos i t ive safe ty - lock pin for oreater operator safety • S w i n g - a w a y , folding feed chute 
protects cutting chamber; allows instant access and increases maneuverability • H e a v y 
duty construct ion includes coil spring, torsion-type suspension, and box tubular steel frame. 
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Sound Conditioned 
M & M Brush 
Chippers 

for... 
less noise... 
more efficiency 


