
New charm for an old 



Boston landmark 
A beautiful new tree-lined mall 

for Fanueil Hall Marketp lace 
In the city of Boston, t radi t ion is 

a lmost taken for gran ted . Yet in late 
August , 1976, an event was staged 
that brought new excitement and a 
resurgence of interest in Boston 's 
d o w n t o w n area that is unique to the 
city. 

Exactly 150 years to the day it 
first opened , the Marke tp lace at 
Fanueil Hall re-opened. It had taken 
more than 10 years of p lanning, 
design and deve lopment by var ious 
a g e n c i e s , d e p a r t m e n t s a n d t h e 
Rouse C o m p a n y of Balt imore to 
restore the buildings which house 
the marke tp lace ad jacent to Bos-
ton ' s f a m o u s Fanueil Hall. 

Inside the original buildings, the 
Rouse C o m p a n y has provided space 
for vendors of all kinds of food-
s tu f f s , o f f i ces , r e s t a u r a n t s a n d 
shops. Outs ide , between the two 
buildings and leading to the steps of 
Fanueil Hall itself ( "where it all 
b e g a n " 200 years ago), a new pedes-
trian mall beautif ies the area. In 
fact, some 25 shade trees, benches 
and seating, plus roman t i c gaslights 
m a k e the mall an a t t ract ive haven 
for visitors t h r o u g h o u t the day and 
evening. 

It took Frost and Higgins — 
specialists in tree care for a lmost a 
century — to get the large trees 
moved and installed before opening 
night. And because of the historical 
significance of opening night — 150 
years to the day of the original open-
ing — installing the trees was a lmost 
as d r ama t i c as the rebuilding of the 
entire project . 

T o illustrate: Of the 25 trees to 
be emplaced , 22 are honey locusts. 
With 7-10" d iameter t runks , each 
tree with root ball weighed a b o u t 
15,000 pounds . Because of the ex-
t reme heat of New England ' s late 
August , the trees were moved entire-
ly at night. This meant over-the-

road hauling f rom New York State, 
where they were g rown. Af te r the 
ten-hour ride f rom New York , the 
trees were thoroughly watered at 
Frost and Higgins ' main yard in 
subu rban Burl ington, Mass. 

The next night, the trees were 
t rucked into Boston and installed 
dur ing darkness . Unde r normal con-
dit ions, moving and installing the 
trees would have been a delicate 
opera t ion . Compl ica t ing the task 
was, natural ly , a heat wave, plus a 
severe lack of rainfall dur ing the en-
tire moving per iod, as well as the 
moun t ing pressure of that deadl ine. 

The deadl ine was impor t an t be-
cause the trees had to be in place 
pr ior to cobbles tone paving, which 
was the last s tep before opening. As 
the first ten trees were installed, 
there was ano the r p rob lem. The ex-
citement of the new Marke tp lace 
was becoming contagious . While the 
trees were being gingerly moved into 
place by a massive specialy designed 
tree crane, c ameramen and repor ters 
f r o m B o s t o n ' s TV s t a t i o n s a n d 
newspapers were running a r o u n d , 
t h r o u g h a n d ove r the si te fo r 
" d r a m a t i c sho t s " for the late news 
and next -morning edit ions. 

But in spite of the TV cameras 
(complete with hot lights) and the 
hundreds of workmen swarming 
th roughou t the project to comple te 
it on- t ime, the trees were installed 
. . . one full week ahead of the offi-
cial deadl ine. 

T h e in s t a l l a t i on r equ i r ed six 
nights of labor , work ing f rom dusk 
(about 9:00 PM) until a lmost dawn . 
But when the new Fanueil Hall 
Marke tp lace opened , 22 Honey lo-
custs and three little leaf Lindens 
were s tanding proudly in their new 
home. It fs expected that these shade 
trees will grow to ma tu re heights of 
abou t 35 feet each. • 


