
Virginia's Turfgrass Industry 

"You've Come A Long Way Baby" 
G L A N C I N G at a turfgrass 

p rogram dated August 1957, Vir-
ginia Tech a g r o n o m i s t J o h n F. 
Shoulders smiled broadly as if to 
say, " Y o u ' v e come a long way 
b a b y . " 

The " b a b y " in this case is Vir-
ginia 's turfgrass industry which just 
was beginning to be recognized back 
in 1957 as an agricultural industry. 
Exact figures are unavailable for 
that year but est imates place the 
acreage of all turf at abou t 200,000 
with a gross value of abou t $40 
million, Shoulders said. 

Today , tha t " b a b y " is growing 
fast. The turf industry, based on the 
most recent figures compiled by the 
Virginia Depa r tmen t of Agricul ture 
and Commerce , presently includes 
618,000 acres under cultivation with 
income at $524 million annual ly . 

" T h a t ' s nearly as much acreage 
as there is in corn in Virginia ," 
mused Shou lde r s , an a s soc ia t e 
professor of ag ronomy and Exten-
sion turf specialist who joined Tech 
faculty in 1952. Also working as a 
specialist in the turf p rogram is A. J. 
Powell Jr. , associate professor , who 
completed his g radua te work at 
Tech in 1966 and returned to the 
campus in 1971. 

S h o u l d e r s and Powell t a lked 
abou t the 19th annual Tur fgrass 
Field Days and Trade Show recently 
held at the University. Since its in-
ception, the event has grown f r o m 
fewer than 50 par t ic ipants to a lmost 
300 at the 1975 p rog ram. 

Tradi t ional ly held on the cam-
pus in September , the event this year 
was held in the spring instead, to 
beat the summer rush to the golf 
greens managed by many of the golf 
course super intendents for w h o m 
the p rogram is designed to assist. 
The Tech agonomis ts also wanted to 
show the effect of the spring stress 
on grass. 

A n o t h e r c h a n g e t h a t t h e 
agronomis ts noted in this year 's 
turfgrass p rogram was the expan-
sion of the t radi t ional exhibit of turf 
equipment and materials into a 

t rade show, featur ing the latest in 
professional turf machinery and 
materials by some 20 companies . 

T o a c c o m m o d a t e t h e t r a d e 
show, the event was moved f rom the 
Turfgrass Research Center to near-
by Lane Stadium, where Virginia 
Tech football is the usual fare. 

The field days cont inued their 
t radi t ion of tours of experiments in 
progress on turfgrass species and 
varieties, fertil ization, herbicides, 
fungic ides , and o t h e r work in-
volving turf management practices, 
the turf specialists said. 

The field days combined with the 
t rade show making the event one of 
the few within a 300-mile radius 
where professional turf growers and 
managers can find the latest in turf 
equipment and materials " u n d e r 
one roo f , " Shoulders said. 

Special ef for ts were made this 
year to at t ract certain g roups who 
have not t radit ionally a t tended the 
field days, and these feffor ts paid off 
in a higher a t tendance of comercial 
l a w n p e o p l e a n d a g r i c u l t u r a l 
workers who make lawn recommen-
dat ions . 

"People are becoming more in-
terested in high quality turf than 
ever before , " commented Shoulders . 
" T h e s e p e o p l e i n c l u d e h o m e -

jowners as well as professional turf-
grass managers , " he said. 

Looking ahead 20 years, the two 
turf specialists see a lucrative turf in-
dustry for Virginia. Evidence of this 
opt imism is apparen t at Tech, where 
in 1969 a T u r f g r a s s Resea rch 
Center was opened with s t rong sup-
por t f rom the Virginia Tur fgrass 
Council and area turf organizat ions . 
R. E. " D i c k " Smi th , a s soc ia te 
professor of ag ronomy at Tech, 
directs the center. 

The state 's turf organizat ions , 
Shoulders said, are investing in the 
state 's turf fu tu re not only th rough 
the cen te r bu t t h r o u g h a n n u a l 
s c h o l a r s h i p s t o T e c h g r a d u a t e 
s tudents in ag ronomy as well. 

Each year along abou t January , 
V i r g i n i a ' s t u r f g r a s s a n d s o d 
producers get together with Tech 
agronomis ts to compare notes and 
to m a p strategies for the fu ture . The 
next of these meetings will be Jan . 
28-29 at Freder icksburg, Shoulders 
said. 

For now, both Shoulders and 
Powell are conf ident that turfgrass 
will cont inue to be a growing in-
dustry in Virginia and tha t the an-
nual Tech Turfgrass Field Days and 
T r a d e S h o w wi l l r e f l e c t t h i s 
growth. • 

Houston B. Couch 
Virginia Tech, discusses 

fair. 

( right with clipboard), professor of plant pathology and physiology at 
usses turfgrass disease control with participants in the 19th annual af-



A comparatively smaller mowing unit, capable of close mowing 
around trees was among several units <displayed by the 23 ex-
hibitors at Tech's 19th Turfgrass Field Days and Trade Show. 

Toro® Groundsmaster 72 
high-capacity tr imming 
rotary mower. 

Reason to buy 4 
Backed by a new 

one_year warranty through 
a worldwide network of Toro 

distributors, who are 
always there to help. 

Federal Contract No. GS-00S-28263. 
For further information write The Toro 
Company, Dept. WTT-105, 8111Lyndale 
Ave., Bloomington, Minnesota 55420 
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A turf supplier (left) describes his products for two turfgrass 
managers attending the show on the Blacksburg campus. 

LEARN P R O F E S S I O N A L 
LANDSCAPING 

We prepare you to cash in on countless money-
making opportunities in modern landscaping and 
show you how, by easy steps, to start your own 
business part or full time. You will learn latest 
developments in Modern Landscaping, including 
creative design-plant propagation-revolutionary 
new methods of growing in manufactured soils— 
practical soil testing-growth regulators-the low 

down on fertilizers-easy ways of plant identification-estimating and 
contracting. My unique home study course features easy to understand 
assignments with careful detailed illustrations. Certificate Awarded. May. I 
send FREE, and without obligation, mv informative BOOKLET? 
L I F E T I M E C A R E E R S C H O O L S Dept. A 901 
2251 Barry Avenue Los Angeles, Ca 90064 
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PELLA. IOWA 50219 

split 
logs to 
firewood 
in 
seconds 

Faster, easier and more economically 
than ever before, Vermeer's LS-200 

Log Splitter takes the work out 
of making firewood. 

A single control lever activates the 
powerful overhead cylinder, hydraulic-

ally wedging a heavy-duty 
cutting blade through any 
log up to 30" in height — 

under 22,000 lbs. of splitting 
force. You can split, stack and 

have a truckload of firewood ready 
for delivery in an hour. 

Portable and self-contained, 
Vermeer's LS-200 Log Splitter 

is ideal for parks, campgrounds, 
tree farms, nurseries and rental 

operators. Write today for 
complete information. 

This large mowing unit was demonstrated before the 300 people 
attending the show. Tech's Lane Stadium is in the background. 


