
Turn about is fair play. W E E D S 
T R E E S A N D T U R F overheard 
comments f rom visiting Japanese 
horticulturalists that their number 
one insect pest was the American 
beetle! 

A little misinformation upset a Kan-
sas State University professor of 
o rnamenta l hort icul ture when he 
discovered the European Horse-
chestnut offered under the nut tree 
category in a widely distr ibuted 
nursery catalog f rom Pennsylvania. 
The listing also contained the state-
ment "covered with large chestnuts 
in the fal l ." " T h e English Horse-
chestnut is a 'kissing-cousin' of sev-
eral p o i s o n o u s A m e r i c a n Buck-
eyes," warns Dr. Ray A. Keen. 
" M o s t rural people are aware of the 
poisonous nature of buckeyes and 
h o r s e c h e s t n u t s , bu t some u r b a n 
dwellers may be un in fo rmed . " All 
you Euel G i b b o n s - types beware. 

A recent U. S. Forest Service study 
indicates that trees can add as much 
as 27 percent of appraised land 
value. Related studies of half-acre 
lots show first 6-inch diameter tree 
adds $300 per lot to appraised value; 
10th tree added $200; 20th, $100; 
and 30th, nothing. 

The April 1975 issue of W E E D S 
T R E E S A N D T U R F featured the 
L.A. Dodgers ' spring training camp 
in Vero Beach, Fla. We weren' t the 
only ones impressed by the facility's 
turf condi t ion. Rober t Markus , a 
Chicago Tribune sports editor , af ter 
touring the major i ty of the training 
camps in Florida wrote in his March 
19th column: " T h e Dodgers ' t rain-
ing complex is the best I've seen — 
and I've been to every camp except 
Montrea l ' s , Detroi t ' s and Boston 's 
. . . The playing fields are as well-
groomed as a golf course. The in-
f ields a re like pu t t i ng g r e e n s . " 
Sounds like a homerun for superin-
tendent Bill Moolenaar . 

EPA recently hired a new Deputy 
Assistant Adminis t ra tor for Pesti-
cide Programs. "Edwin Johnson has 
been i n t i m a t e l y i n v o l v e d w i t h 
organizat ion, policy and budget 
issues in EPA's pesticide p rograms 

since the Agency's beginning. His 
two years of experience as director 
of pesticide opera t ions and strate-
gic studies make him well prepared 
for his new pos t , " said EPA boss 
Russell E. Train . The pesticide pro-
gram is in the midst of implement-
ing several far-ranging regulations. 
S t a n d a r d s gove rn ing the cer t i f i -
cation of pesticide appl icators and 
new regulations for the registration 
and classification of pesticides will 
increase environmental protect ion 
and provide safe, effective products 
for farmers and other users, said 
Train . 

It 's back to school for some Massa-
chusetts arboris ts this summer as 
they sign up for a course on the 
recognition and control of c o m m o n 
diseases of the shade and orna-
mental trees of Massachuset ts . The 
course is being offered at the re-
quest of the shade tree industry and 
will be geared primarily to meet the 
needs of the professional arboris t 
a n d m u n i c i p a l t r e e o f f i c i a l s . 
Classes will be held at the Uni-
versity of Mass. in Amhers t . 

A new, 42-page directory of the lead-
ing builders of the count ry ' s golf 
courses is now available without 

charge f rom the Golf Course Build-
ers of America (GCBA) , an associ-
ation of ma jo r golf course con-
t ractors based in Washington, D.C. 
The directory contains listings and 
b iog raph i e s of the a s soc i a t i on ' s 
members , both builders and sup-
pliers, along with a selected number 
of advertisements. Cont rac to r pic-
tures and biographies identify the 
members and list their recent golf 
course construct ion jobs thereby 
giving architects, land developers, 
recreation groups and government 
recreation officials an oppor tuni ty 
to check the work of the members . 
T h e G o l f C o u r s e B u i l d e r s of 
America, located at 725 15th St., 
N .W. , Washington, D.C. 20005, will 
send the pocket-size directory upon 
request. G C B A was organized five 
years ago by a g roup of middle-
Atlantic golf course contractors . 
The association now has members 
f rom coast to coast and recently 
held its four th annual meeting and 
exhibit during the New Orleans con-
vention of the Golf Course Superin-
tendents Association of America. 
Membersh ip in G C B A is open to 
qualified golf course contractors if 
they meet construct ion experience 
requirements. Suppliers to the in-
dustry are accepted as associate 
members . 

Country humorist Jerry Clower has been 
retained by Ditch Witch to help promote 
their line of underground construction 
equipment. Clower made more than 200 
appearances during 1974 telling the 

stories made famous on his albums. He is 
a featured performer on the Grand Ole 
Opry and has made scores of radio and 
television appearances. 


