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Whatever 
your lake f 
it's MORE fun 
when you don't 
have to contend with -
smelly, unsightly and 
cumbersome water weeds.' 

RQURTHOLK 
controls water 
weeds — fast, 
efficiently, 
e c o n o m i c a l l y . . . 
and without harm to 
the environment or fish 
when applied as 
directed. AQUATHOL K 
may be easily appl ied* 
to control water weeds 
around docks or lakefront5 

beaches. For your free 
weed identif ication guided 
and the name of the 
AQUATHOL K supplie 
in your area, write: 
Weed Identif ication 
Guide at the address 
below. 

N E W S (continuedÌ 

Turf Fertilizer Supplies O.K. 
But Prices Higher Than '74 

Fertil izer supplies for home 
lawns, golf courses , and parks 
should be adequate this spring but 
higher in price than last year, said a 
faculty member of the College of 
Agriculture at The Pennsylvania 
State University. Dr. Donald V. 
Waddington has studied the situa-
tion a r | d reported his findings at the 
45th Michigan Turfgrass Confer-
ence held recently in East Lansing, 
Mich. 

A check of typical turfgrass fer-
tilizers showed price increases of 60 
to 67 percent since last spring and 29 
to 35 percent increases since last Ju-
ly, he said. 

As an example, a 10-6-4 fertil-
izer with 25 percent slow-release 
nitrogen increased from $130 per 
ton in the spring of 1974 to $162 in 
July, 1974, and then to $212 by 
January of this year. Obviously, ris-
ing costs for materials and manu-
facturing are passed along to buy-
ers. 

Describing increased costs for 
two special slow-release nitrogen 
fertilizers, ureaform and IBDU, 
Waddington said ureaform prices 
have increased by about 60 percent 
in the last two years, while costs for 
1BDU have doubled. In studying the 
fer t i l izer m a r k e t , W a d d i n g t o n , 
associate professor of soil science at 
Penn State, contacted representa-
tives of major turfgrass fertilizer 
manufacturers and some of the 
l a r g e s t d i s t r i b u t o r s in P e n n -
sylvania. 

According to one manufacturer , 
the homeowner who paid about 
$8.80 in 1972 to fertilize an average 
lawn of 8,000 square feet will be 
faced with $14.40 for one applica-
tion of the same material in 1975. 
Two or three applications a season 
are generally recommended. Thus, 
some fertilizer suppliers expect a 
decline in buying by the average 
homeowner. 

People who buy in large quanti-
ties, such as superintendents of golf 
courses and parks, may not always 
get the exact fertilizer grade or ra-
tion they want and deliveries may be 
delayed, Waddington said. If deliv-
ery is delayed, be prepared to pay 
the price being asked at delivery 

(continued on page 60) 

BACILLUS 
THURINGIENSIS: 
Its Properties 
And Manufacturers 

B.t. is a natural bacterium, 
Bacillus thuringiensis. 

When gypsy moths or other 
caterpillars ingest foliage sprayed 
with B.t., their digestive mecha-
nisms are disrupted and the pests 
immediately stop feeding. Death 
follows from within three hours 
to three days. 

Unlike the organic chemical 
insecticides, this compound con-
trols only Lepidopterous larvae 
— the g roup which includes 
worms such as gypsy moths, tent 
caterpillars and inchworm. It is 
not harmful to desirable insects, 
animals, fish, humans or plants. 

Larvae which have died are 
not dangerous, either. Tests have 
shown tha t b i rds and o t h e r 
predators readily eat and thrive 
on sprayed larvae. 

B.t. is manufactured as Thuri-
cide by Sandox Wander; as Dinel 
by Abbott Laboratories, Cni-
cago, III.: and as Biotrol XK by 
Thompson Hayward. 

Shaw's 
bags it! 

N I T R O F O R M * 
organic nitrogen 

The slow-release nitrogen that nour-
ishes for months and months without 
repeated application. 

STH75-4 

H E R C U L E S 

Turf and Horticultural Products, Synthetics Dept. 
Wilmington, Delaware 19899 

* Registered trademark of Hercules Incorporated 


