WEEDS TREES and TURF




LAB EL(_from page 16)

For instance, crop is an agricul-
tural term and literally means any
seed that may be grown as an
agricultural crop. Crop could be
composed of bentgrass seed, horse-
radish, buckwheat or anything
grown for crop value. If the crop in
any package exceeds 5 percent by
weight then it must be listed by
name. However, if the crop in a par-
ticular lot of seed happened to be
bentgrass, only two percent would
total 181,000 seeds per each pound.

Weeds are listed as the percent
by weight of all seeds in a package
which have not been included as
pure seed or crop. This is generally
only a fraction of a percentage, but
depending on the size of the seed
may be of great significance. For in-
stance, 0.1% Chickweed could
amount to 560,000 plants in a 10,000
square feet area.

Noxious weeds vary from state to
state and are listed as such because
of their difficulty to control in
agricultural practices, Thus, sheep
sorrel which might be a plague to
agriculture could be listed, while a
real turf pest such as Poa annual
might never be mentioned. So, nox-
ious weeds are primarily harmful to
farm crops and not to turf. How-
ever, there are exceptions.

Inert is the percent by weight of

all material ir. the package that will
not grow. It may be chaff, sawdust,
corn cobs or any similar material
that will give the package added size
but not added weight. When the
package lacks weight, sand can be
added. These practices may imply
dishonesty but they are entirely
within legal limits.

The laws that guide seed labels
are antiquated, misleading and
deceptive. Fortunately, concerned
companies have the integrity to sell
seed with quality and merit. Unfor-
tunately, some companies will sell
inferior seed just to reap a few
dollars more profit. For the seed
buyer, it then becomes necessary to
learn all that he can about seed
labels. He must learn to recognize
the areas of weakness and make cer-
tain that he plants exactly what he
intended to purchase.

In reading a seed label we gener-
ally get the feeling that the seed was
subjected to a thorough and abso-
lute true test. But, in reality, the law
states that only a one-gram sample
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$3.95 NET WEIGHT 1 Lb. SPREADER SETTING
SEEDING RATE Golf Brand Scofts
New lawns ..... N C ek s e AT 1 Ib. per 300 Sq. Ft. #7 #211
Established Lawns .......cec0uuns 1 Ib. per 500 Sq. Fi. #6 #10
MIXTURE ANALYSIS—GOLF BRAND
PREMIUM LAWN SEED

CONTENTS PERCENT GERM
FINE TEXTURED GRASSES:
Prato Kentucky Bluegrass ....... Sere o1 RYE B AL AN A 42.57 82%
Fylking Kentucky Bluegross ......cooecvunonersssnsnns 30.70 80%
Newport Kentucky Bluegrass .....coveeenanesssssnassn o 25.54 80%
COARSE KINDS: None Claimed
OTHER INGREDIENTS:
Crop Seed .16% Inert Matter .98% Weeds .05%

Unfortunately, the words on a seed label reveal and conceal many facts about the seed
mixture. How would you rate the seed from the above label?

TALL FESCUE
226,800

RYEOCRASS
226,00

BLUEGRASS
2.\77,280

FINE FESCUE
545,920

BENT
8.072.000

The importance of a seed count cannot be over-emphasized when analyzing a seed label.

is required for testing regardless of
whether the total lot is 5 pounds or
5.000 pounds. This is not to say that
the test on this sample is not accu-
rate — it is. However, if we visual-
ize taking one tiny gram out of 5,000
pounds, it seems fair to predict that
we may have missed many things. In
this one gram we are supposed to
determine pure seed, crop, and
weeds for the entire lot of 5,000
pounds.

State and Federal agencies have
recognized this discrepancy and in-
sist that 25 grams be examined for
certain noxious weeds. The weak-
ness of this test is that it covers only
“certain™ noxious weeds that are
listed, while unlisted weeds are ig-
nored. Crop is also ignored simply
because it is not a part of the test.

If there is an opportunity to pur-
chase large amounts of seed at bar-
gain prices, it is almost essential that
the buyer insist on complete analy-
sis and not just certification. It may
be the best opportunity to destroy
unwanted vegetation of the future.
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