
New copies of A m e r i c a n S o d 
P r o d u c e r s G u i d e l i n e s S p e c i f i -
c a t i o n s to S o d d i n g h a v e b e e n 
printed and are available in quan-
tity f rom the ASPA office in Hast -
ing, Neb . Single copies are avail-
able on request, with addi t ional 
copies available for 25<t each plus 
mailing. These specifications should 
be p rov ided to l a n d s c a p e con -
tractors , architects, and others inter-
ested in providing quality sod at an 
ASPA s tandard . For more in forma-
tion contact : A S P A , Associat ion 
Building, 9th and Minnesota , Has t -
ings, Nebraska 68901. 

"Hang in There" was the theme of 
t h e F i r s t I n t e r n a t i o n a l H a n g 
Gliding Championsh ips , held at 
E s c a p e C o u n t r y , C a l i f o r n i a . 
Located in Orange Coun ty near El 
Toro , Escape Coun t ry was host to 
hartg glider pilots f rom all over the 
U.S. and eight foreign countr ies . 
More than 4,500 spectators viewed 
the event live while millions watched 
the championships on CBS — TV's 
S p o r t s S p e c t a c u l a r . C a l - T u r f , 
Camari l lo-based turfgrass grower, 
f u r n i s h e d the l a n d i n g a rea a n d 
target for the glider pilots, which 
consisted of 10,000 square feet of 
Tifway Sod. 

Live Oak, Texas residents claimed 
ra t s and snakes in fes ted weed-
choked creek banks and demanded 
city officials take immedia te act ion. 
Mayor John Harper gathered city 
crews together and armed with 2,4-
D at tacked the infested e m b a n k -
ments. Before all the handshak ing 
and back-pat t ing had ceased, resi-
dents near the sprayed area began 
complaining the herbicide caused 
numerous instances of dead or dying 
trees, wilted pot plants and roses 
and garden vegetables twisted into 
grotesque shapes. One Live Oak 
resident, complaining his family suf-
fered headaches , nausea and diar-
rhea af ter the defol iant was sprayed, 
said he was told by the city poison 
control center it was toxic. Mayor 
Harper admit ted there was some 
damage but added " I t was just an 
act of G o d . " He was referring to a 
s torm that passed over town the 
same day the chemical was applied. 

Harpe r said the wind picked up the 
chemical and blew it into nearby 
yards. City insurance carriers are in-
vestigating to see if any of the claims 
will be paid. 

Five p r o f e s s i o n a l c h a i n s a w s , 
replacement chain and bars were 
donated by Pioneer to help clear 
debris f rom to rnados that struck 
O m a h a , Neb. , May 6. The saws 
were given to public works depar t -
ment workers shortly af ter twisters 
killed three persons and devastated 

800 square blocks in this city's 
southwest and northwest sections. 
Damage exceeded $500 million and 
hospitals treated 140 injured per-
sons. " T h e destruction was awe-
some," Ed Molaskey, Pioneer field 
sales manager , said. " H o m e s were 
ripped apar t , trees and power lines 
uprooted and large t rucks twisted 
a round telephone poles ." Pioneer 
offered the saws to Mayor Edward 
Z o r i n s k y wi th a s s i s t a n c e f r o m 
Mayor Sam Schwartzkopf of nearby 
Lincoln, Neb. , the U.S. market ing 
headquar te rs for Pioneer. 

Say: "Gypsy Moth" 
. . . and every arboris t in the 

United States knows what you are 
talking abou t , whether he is in a 
ligh infestation area or has never 
seen one. 

For the past five years Chuck 
Cissel, Vice President of G u a r d i a n 
Tree Experts, has been working 
closely with Dave Shaw, Shade Tree 
Commiss ioner of M o n m o u t h Coun-
ty, New Jersey, and Dr . Lou Vas-
vary of Rutgers University testing 
Mauget Tree Injectors charged with 
Meta-Systox R and Bidrin in the 
control of gypsy moth . This New 
Jersey a rea relives " J a n u a r y in 
J u n e " each year as a result of the 
voracious feeding of the larva of this 
pest str ipping the leaves f rom trees. 

While it will not be practical to 
treat large tracts of land this way, 
individuals who do not want to 
spray due to any number of valid 

reasons will have a viable alter-
native if this method is labeled for 
use as a result of the outs tanding test 
results that have been gathered. 
W i t h a sea led s y s t e m such as 
Mauget Injectors, there is no dr i f t , 
runoff , or wind and weather factors 
to consider. Killing effectiveness 
averages 30-60 days, and one minor 
miracle yet unexplained is the fact 
that it is very noticeable the follow-
ing year that the moths seem to 
" b y p a s s " trees injected the previous 
year. 

Test data accumulated over the 
past five years indicate that an aver-
age of 90% control can be safely ex-
pected. While it is not the answer to 
e v e r y b o d y ' s p r o b l e m s , the p r o -
fessional arborist will be able to add 
another item to his medicine chest to 
fight the ills that plague his clients' 
shade trees. 

IFrom left) Dr. Lou Vasvary, Chuck Cissel, Dave Shaw and Lew Kolb. Note: Injectors 
on tree in front of Vasvary. 


