
The 'Ohio Pioneer Dotted Hawthorn," a 
thornless hawthorn which has been 
propagated for six years by an Ohio 
nursery, is now on the market. The 
cultivar was selected 12 years ago from 
the nursery of the Secrest Arboretum, 
Wooster, Ohio. 

Thornless 
Hawthorn 
Pioneered 
In Ohio 

A N E W C U L T I V A R of a po-
tentially valuable ornamenta l land-
scape tree selected a dozen years ago 
f rom the nursery of the Secrest Ar-
bore tum at the Ohio Agricultural 
Research and Development Center 
has been appropria te ly named 'Ohio 
Pioneer. ' 

Secrest Arbore tum Cura to r John 
E. Ford describes 'Ohio Pioneer ' as 
a thornless seedling of Dot ted Haw-
thorn (Crategus punctata). The new 
cultivar has been propagated for six 
years by an Ohio nursery and is now 
ava i lab le commerc i a l l y . F o r m a l 
registration of the tree is being made 
with the A r n o l d A r b o r e t u m in 
Boston, Mass. , which serves as the 
internat ional registry for cultivated 
forms of this species. 

Ford says Dot ted Hawthorn is a 
na t ive t h o r n a p p l e which g rows 
th roughout much of the northeast-
ern U.S. nor thward and eastward 
f rom Iowa and Indiana. It also 
grows at higher elevations south-

ward along the Appalachian Moun-
tain range. 

N o r p i a l l y , the t ree is smal l , 
seldom growing much more than 20 
or 30 feet in height. It has clusters of 
white flowers in May, and dark red 
fruits are developed by September 
or October . 

T h e D o t t e d H a w t h o r n , a l-
though an attractive tree, has not 
been widely planted because of the 
abundan t extremely sharp thorns . 

In 1962, a thornless seedling of 
Dot ted Hawthorn was found in the 
Secrest Arbore tum nursery at Woo-
ster, Ohio . It had only three small 
thorns on it at an age of 10 years, 
and when these were pruned, none 
reappeared. Credit for selection of 
the new tree goes to Dr . O. D. 
Diller, cura tor emeri tus of Secrest 
Arbore tum. 

Six years ago, shortly af ter Ford 
joined the Arbore tum, a horticul-
turist f rom Coles Nursery in Circle-
ville, Ohio, saw the trees at Woo-
ster and felt the new cultivar had the 
best potential of any thornless haw-
thorn he had seen. He envisioned a 
whole new market resulting f rom 
the new cult ivar 's in t roduct ion. The 
A r b o r e t u m began supp ly ing the 
nursery with bud sticks f rom the tree 
and these were budded on Washing-
ton Hawthorn roots tock. Only a low 
percentage of the resulting budded 
trees developed juvenile thorns , and 
these were easily pruned. 

Ford says f rom the nursery-
man ' s s tandpoint , the 'Ohio Pioneer 
Dot ted H a w t h o r n ' is a good tree to 
handle because every tree is as uni-
form as if it had been factory made. 
Branches are symmetrical and well-
spaced and only slight corrective 
pruning is needed. 

The nursery began market ing the 
new trees for the first t ime in fall of 
1974. In addi t ion, Ford has shipped 
a number of trees to other arbore-
tums for testing under a variety of 
environmental condit ions. Plants of 
'Ohio Pioneer ' have been planted at 
Arnold Arbore tum of Harvard Uni-
versity in Massachuset ts ; Nat iona l 
Arbore tum, Washington , D.C.; Ida 
C a s o n Ca l l away G a r d e n s , Pine 
M o u n t a i n , G a . ; U n i v e r s i t y of 
Minnesota Arbore tum; and Dawes 
Arbore tum, Newark , Ohio . 

'Ohio Pioneer ' trees have been 
set in the Secrest Arbore tum shade 
tree evaluation plots to determine 
their best use in urban areas. Ten of 
the trees have been ordered by the 
city of Wooster for planting on se-
lected sites along the city's streets. 

Hughes Appointed Director 
Of Forest Research Staff 

Jay M. Hughes, research special-
ist in forest economics, has been 
named director of Forest Service 
E c o n o m i c s and M a r k e t i n g Re-
search Staff, Washington, D.C., 
succeeding recently retired H. R. 
Josephson. 

Hughes is a graduate of the Uni-
versity of Co lo rado with a bache-
lor 's degree in economics and a mas-
ters degree in forestry f rom Colo-
rado State University. His Ph.D. in 
forest economics was earned at 
Michigan State University. Begin-
ning his forestry career as an assist-
ant ranger at the Roosevelt Na-
tional Forest in Colorado , Hughes 
soon t ransferred to a position in for-
est products market ing research at 
the Forest Service Rocky Mountain 
Forest and Range Experiment Sta-
tion in For t Collins, Colo. , later 
moving to the Pacific Northwest 
Forest and Range Experiment Sta-
tion in Port land, Ore. , as head of 
m u l t i p l e u s e a n d p r o d u c t i o n 
economics research. 

In 1966, he turned to academic 
life with appoin tment as associate 
and later full professor at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota College of For-
estry. Three years ago, he returned 
to federal forestry and was ap-
pointed director of the Forest Re-
sources Program in the U S D A ' s 
Cooperat ive State Research Service 
in Washington, D.C. In 1972, he 
was named Chief of Forest Survey 
in the Forest Service. 

Toro Builds Casting Plant 
The T o r o C o m p a n y has an-

nounced acquisition of die-casting 
equipment of the CharLynn Divi-
sion, Eaton Corpora t ion , Cleve-
land, Ohio, a major source of alumi-
num housings used in Toro ' s rotary 
mowers. 

A c c o r d i n g t o D a v i d T . 
McLaughl in , Toro ' s president, the 
equipment will be re-located in a 
new $2 million plant to be built in 
Shakopee, Minn. Construct ion is 
expected to begin immediately and 
to be completed by the summer of 
1975, with full product ion sched-
uled for the fall of 1975. 

T h e 50 ,000-squa re - foo t , one-
story structure will be located on a 
recently purchased 10-acre site. Un-
til the new plant is complete, Char-
Lynn will cont inue to operate the 
equipment at its facilities in subur-
b a n E d e n P r a i r i e , M i n n . , 
McLaughl in said. 


