
Energy Saving Suggestions 
For Turfgrass Managers 

By James A. Fischer 
The Toro Company 

Editor s note: The following was presented by James A. 
Fischer, director of marketing, Turf Products Division, 
Outdoor Power Equipment Group, The Toro Company, 
before the Ohio Turfgrass Conference, Dec. 5, 1974. 

Wellhead prices in the oil-rich A r a b countries have 
increased f rom $3 to over $12 per barrel in less than a 
year. Early in 1974, fuel prices almost tripled and fuel 
was scarce. While the situation has eased somewhat , 
many government and industry experts feel that winter 
and spring will again bring shortages and higher prices. 

Turf managers can effectively save fuel by following 
these tips. 

Equipment: 
• Maintain good contact with fuel suppliers. Ask 

for recommendat ions of your storage capacity 
needs. Firm up contracts and prices. 

• Fuel costs represent two to three percent of your 
total budget . Should fuel prices again increase, 
ma jor savings will accrue through efficient labor 
force management . 

• Evaluate equipment against the tasks to be done. 
• Tune and maintain all equipment in accordance 

with owner 's manuals and establish preventive 
maintenance procedures . 

• Establish preventive maintenance procedures. 

Facilities: 
• Lower working temperatures in office and shop. 
• Minimize interior and exterior lighting. 
• Seek alternative heating methods and do not heat 

or cool non-essential areas. 
• Consider using insulation th roughou t the facility. 

Turfgrass: 
• Review all cultural practices and techniques. 
• Test soils to determine pH and nutr ient levels and 

review fertilizer p rograms and products . 
• Evaluate watering and mowing schedules — fre-

quency, t iming and location. 
• Correct all drainage problem areas. 
• Evaluate adapta t ion and use of turfgrass varieties 

you now have versus " n e w " improved selections. 
• Use fertilizer, water and chemicals efficiently. 
• Use pesticides wisely for control of pests, weeds, 

insects and diseases. 
• Evaluate height of cut in relation to type of mow-

ing equipment . 

Your People: 
• Review all tasks and establish priorities. 
• Schedule equipment use to attain max imum ef-

ficiency. 
• Retrain opera tors on mowing techniques, equip-

ment operat ions and adjus tments . 
• Combine tasks, eliminate non-essential travel. 
• Stock high use par ts and use United Parcel Ser-

vice for emergency deliveries. 
• Form car pools for transportation to and from 

work and professional meetings. 56 

is the most 
accurate 
fertilizer 
spreader 
you can use. 
Right behind the spreader. . .or 20 feet to each side. . . 
your turf gets the same amount of fert i l izer if you use 
a Vicon. Field tests have proven it. 

Vicon uses an exclusive system. . .a spout osci l la-
ting at 540 times per minute. This gives a rectangular 
coverage pattern that el iminates the overlapping and 
missed spots you get with fan spreaders. 

Vicon is quality constructed to last for years. Major 
parts are non-corroding polyester and stainless steel. 
Appl icat ion rate is easily adjusted from 10 to 2500 
pounds per acre. 

Even lime is no problem for the Vicon. It handles 
lime, fert i l izer, seed and chemicals. Six hopper capa-
cit ies from 600 to 7000 pounds suit your course and 
budget. 

Vicon has the accuracy that professional turf men 
are looking for. Write today for complete information. 

the better idea 1rom Holland 
For further information, write 
Vicon Farm Machinery, Inc. 
P. O. Box 6313, 3741 Cook Blvd., Chesapeake, Virginia 23323^j 

For More Details Circle (154) on Reply Card 

S P R A Y I N G S Y S T E M S CO. 

Teeje<t 
S P R A Y N O Z Z L E S 
AND A C C E S S O R I E S 

SPRAY BOOM 
CONTROL VALVES. 

PRESSURE 
RELIEF VALVES 

f 
LINE and 
SUCTION STRAINERS 

Vari Spacing, Split-
Eyelet and Hose 
Shank B00IES and 
NOZZLES 

SPRAY GUNS 

Over 800 
INTERCHANGEABLE SPRAY TIP TYPES AND CAPACITIES... 

tapered edge, even and wide angle flat spray . . . ho l low 
and full cone . . . disc type hol low and full cone . . . and 
f low regulators. The most complete line for spraying 
herbicides, insecticides, fungicides, liquid fertilizers and 
foam solutions. All materials. For complete information 
write for Catalog 36 . . . and for foam sprayingA 

/-i ask for Data Sheets 13602 and 13626. 

OPRAYING SYSTEMS CO. 
North Ave. at Schmale Rd., Wheaton, III. 60187 
Telephone: 312 665-5000 / Telex No. 72-8409 
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