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W H A T Y O U PAY for seed and the quant i ty avail-
able to you may fluctuate as much as 180 degrees. Tha t ' s 
what we learned on a trip sponsored by Lofts Pedigreed 
Seed, Inc. where we went directly to the grower, and fol-
lowed a pound of seed f rom the field through the mar-
keting chain of sales. 

We all recognize that grass seed has gone up (and 
sometimes down) and therefore, price f luctuat ions do 
not surprise the readers of W E E D S T R E E S A N D 
T U R F . Wha t may be surprising is that inflation is only 
one of the factors that will determine the price and quan-
tity of seed for 1975. The price you pay for lawn seed 
this March is probably already decided or in the final 
stages of being firmed up right now. Through the ever 
present inflation cost, a good or bad crop, equipment 
and other costs, the price of seed is determined. Maybe 
it sounds too simple but the size and quality of the crops 
is such an impor tan t factor in determining price that we 
went directly to the source to learn of their problems 
and their thoughts for 1975. On our trip 26 sales and 
management people f rom Lofts Pedigreed Seed, Inc. vis-
ited six states and toured fourteen seed producing opera-
tions. Here are just a few of the comments we received 
f rom the people that produce and process the great ma-
jority of your specialized grass seed varieties in the 
United States. 

Coeur D'Alene, Idaho. Rich Lawson and Earl Crow 
are two of the largest grass seed producers , and both 
agreed that in this area of the country , climate deter-

mines price as much as any other single factor . Rolling 
hilly terrain prevents the use of irrigation and a dry sea-
son such as experienced in 1973 can rob a crop of up to 
75% of its normal yield. 

University of Idaho. Dr. Ron Ensign. Some of the fin-
est research test plots on chemical and mechanical 
methods for post harvest field burning are located at the 
University of Idaho. After each harvest, fields are burnt -
off to remove the stalks and stubble, destroy weeds and 
diseases, and most important ly to st imulate better 
growth and seed product ion . Where poor burns were 
made in 1973, the quality of the grass for seed produc-
tion was very poor . Non-burn ing laws are now going 
into effect in the seed producing states which is going to 
make it difficult to produce seed economically. Meth-
ods are being developed for chemical burning of refuse 
and other methods are being tried but none are as satis-
factory as burning . . . or as economical . 

Pelouse Seed Co. Cleaning and Processing Plant. 
There 's more to growing seed than planting and har-
vesting. One of the most up to date processing plants in 
the country can be seen at this location. Cleaning, 
screening and separating grass seed is carried on at 
break neck speed but the final product is practically 
100% free of weed and other unwanted foreign matter . 

Koth Dun Paire, Washington. Washington State 
Field Seed Certif ication Inspector, Vern Propf t , showed 
our g roup through the Paire area that is just south of 
Spokane. In this area because of low rainfall , irrigation 
is a must for maximum crop yields. But the generally 
good climatic seasons helps to make Washington one of 
the finest seed producing areas, yields often ranging be-
tween 1000-1500 lbs. per acre. 

The Great Western Seed Company, Albany, Oregon, 
is a division of Lofts Pedigreed Seed, Inc. Assistant 
manager , Mr . C. M. Brownell, explained the require-
ments for a quality pack of seed. The extent of the 
equipment needed for the processing of grass seed is tre-
mendous . . . separators , washers, screens, shakers, plus 
special air flow procedures are needed to assure that the 
end seed is pure and clean. 

(continued on page 50) 

The Loft's sales personnel listen attentively to one of the four-
teen turfgrass seed producers as he tells them how he deter-
mines what the cost of his seed will be in 1975. 



ALCA (from page 25) 

A WORLDWIDE NAME IN 
SOD HARVESTING EQUIPMENT 

THE MODEL A3 HARVESTER 
W I T H A T T A C H M E N T S WILL 

ROLL — SLAB — FOLD 
FLEXIBLE WITH ORIGINAL 

TRACTOR MANEUVERABILITY 
WHEN MOUNTED ON EITHER A MASSEY 135 

OR FORD 3000 STANDARD FARM TRACTOR 

IT CUTS 1 6 " — 1 IP' — 2 4 " 
A N D USES 4 8 " — 5 4 " — 5 6 " — 6 0 " PALLETS 

Brouwer Turf Equipment RR Keswick, Ontario, Canada 
(416) 476-4311 LOE 1 M O 

For More Details Circle (144) on Reply Card 

Everett Williams of Ford Trac tor Operat ions , 
Caterpi l lar ' s Nick Humey and Bob King of Inter-
nat ional Harvester . 

Environmental is ts will also be represented during 
the meeting. Dr . Reuben Zubrow, professor of eco-
nomics, University of Co lo rado , will speak on " T h e 
Crud Fac to r . " The Florida Chapte r of the Sierra Club 
will present its side in the cont inuing ecology problems 
of the host state. John Holm, a cont rac tor f rom Fair-
banks, Alaska, will describe some of the ways the 
Alaskan pipeline is affecting ecology in that state. 

Many ma jo r equipment manufac ture rs will be at the 
A L C A Trade Exhibit , as well as producers of other 
products and services used by landscape contractors . 

A L C A will present Environmental Improvement 
awards for the Fifth year. These awards will be given to 
projects th roughou t the U.S. For the first t ime, awards 
will be presented in Maintenance and Erosion Control 
categories. 

The program will also feature specialty sessions, 
allowing cont rac tors to meet with each other to discuss 
their individual specialties, including irrigation, mainte-
nance, erosion control , des ign/bui ld and interior land-
scaping. Each g roup will be led by a landscape con-
t ractor who is known for his specialty. 

For more informat ion , including registration and 
hotel forms, write: Associated Landscape Cont rac tors 
of America, 1750 Old Meadow Road , McLean, Va. 
22101. 

SEED (from page 41) 

Turf Seed, Inc., Hubbard, Oregon. Mr . Dick Bailey is 
a seed grower and also producer of improved ryegrasses 
and fescues. On our visit Dick was sprigging bentgrass. 

Chuck Curtis Farm. This farmer is one of the pri-
mary producers of Kingstown Velvet Bentgrass. Land 
prepara t ion is one of this fa rm's ma jo r expenses. Test 
plots at the Curt is farm are maintained by Grea t West-
ern Seed C o m p a n y and show the remarkable differ-
ences in disease resistance within varieties of bluegrass, 
fescues and ryegrasses. 

Mr. Paul Pugh, Oregon. Several innovat ions on farm 
equipment are incorporated on this farm. One such im-
provement is put t ing a ceramic covering on the fer-
tilizer spinning wheels to reduce chemical corrosion and 
wear. Still another is a second cleaning and screening 
chamber on combines plus balloon-type tires for the wet 
harvest season. 

Glen Smith Farm in Oregon. One of the Finest pro-
ducers of Baron Kentucky Bluegrass in the country. Mr. 
Smith expects yields of 1500 lbs. per acre and pointed 
out that this year his Fields are about 100% weed free. 

Mr. Clarence Vennel's Farm, Corvallis, Oregon. A 
12,000-acre seed farm plus ten new combines, an air 
strip and modern seed processing plant is a most impres-
sive sight indeed. Here seed is grown, processed and 
packaged all in one location. 

Certainly, the lawn seed producer has his own brand 
of obstacles and on our trip we found that we can be 
proud that our U. S. seed producers are over-coming 
each problem with great ingenuity. With this ingenuity 
(and some help f rom decreasing inflation) seed prices in 
1975 will be as low as possible. 

BUILT TO 
CUT GRASS 

G00DALL DIV., 1 4 0 5 Bunton Road, Louisville, Kentucky 4 0 2 1 3 , 
Phone 5 0 2 4 5 9 - 3 8 1 1 

Goodall self-propelled 
mowers really cut hills down 

to size! Steep grades can be cut 
with finger touch ease Independent 

power to each large traction wheel pre-
vents side-slipping Recessed wheels per-
mit close trimming Twin blades are designed 
to mulch and discharge grass clippings 
evenly Other features include five forward 
ground speeds, elevated fuel tank for better 
fuel flow GOODALL LAWN-TURF EQUIP-
MENT IS DESIGNED AND BUILT TO DO 
THE JOB BETTER LONGER! 
Goodall equipment is available from 8-inch 
to 52-inch cut 


