
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
Editor's Note: The following letter 
is addressed to Merle P. Meyer, 
D i r e c t o r of U n i v e r s i t y of 
Minnesota's Remote Sensing 
Laboratory. William E. Wild-
man, co-author of the infrared 
photography article, is responsing 
to Mr. Merle. Merle 's letter 
appeared in the December issue of 
WEEDS TREES AND TURF. 

Dear Dr. Meyer: 
I'm sorry that you felt our ar-

ticle " I n f r a r e d Aerial Photo-
graphy — Easier Than You 
Think" conveyed the impression 
that color infrared film is heat 
sensitive. Actually, we say exactly 
the opposite in the third para-
graph: " Infrared color or black 
and white films do not record 
thermal infrared, but are sensitve 
to the 'near infrared' radiation 
which is reflected from objects. 
The near infrared reflectance is 
not a function of the temper-
ature of the object ." 

Many inexperienced people 
assume that color infrared film 
shows temperature differences, 
and we were trying to correct this 

widespread e r roneous impres-
sion. In hindsight, rearrange-
ment of the paragraph would 
make this more clear. But careful 
reading of the paragraph should 
still convey the idea that color in-
frared film is not heat sensitive. 

I suspec t t h a t " p r e v i s u a l 
detection" is a matter of degree. 
In many cases, I find that a parti-
cular plant growth problem that 
is somewhat visible to the eye and 
detectable on color film, is detect-
able in greater contrast on color 
infrared film. In a few instances, 
the co lo r i n f r a r e d fi lm has 
detected a much broader area of 
adversely affected plant growth 
that could be seen on the cor-
responding color film. A case in 
point is the color and color in-
frared pair showing black pine 
needle scale that was used on the 
cover of the October issue of 
W E E D S T R E E S A N D T U R F . 
At that particular position and 
scale of photography, we could 
detect many more diseased trees 
with infrared film than we could 
with color film. I think it is fair to 

call this "previsual detection." 
I understand from Mr. Neil 

Howarth of Missoula, Montana, 
that you have written some ar-
ticles on 35 mm infrared aerial 
photography. I would appreciate 
r e c e i v i n g c o p i e s of t h e s e 
publications if they are available. 
William E. Wildman, Extension 
Soils Specialist, University of 
California. 

Dear Sir: 
I would like to compliment 

your magazine of the fine article 
in the May 1974 edition by Mr. 
Wallace A. Mitcheltree: "Gett ing 
Acceptable Job Per formance 
From Your Employees". 

G o o d j o b pe r fo rmance is 
what we are all after today with 
the economic status the way it is. 
But articles of this caliber are too 
far and in between. 

Once again, let me compli-
ment you and Mr. Micheltree for 
this article and please keep the 
good work up . T h a n k you . 
Wesley Taylor, Superintendent, 
Oaklawn Cemetery Association. 

HARD*WARE 
to trim HARD*WOOD 

Steco, manufacturers and dis-
tributors of tree trimming and 
lineman's equipment, serves 
your mu l t i -purpose needs. 
Tough . . . rugged . . . tools that 
cut fast, and reduce worker 
fatigue. Equipment to get you in 
the tree, get the job done in 

minimum time, then safely on 
the ground. Steco products are 
p roven under real w o r k i n g 
conditions. 

Increase your profit by mini-
mizing work time. Put Steco 
equipment on your men . . . then 
clear the way. Write or call for 
your free catalog. 

,MANUFACTURERS & DISTRIBUTORS, 
OF TREE TRIMMING & 

LINEMEN'S 
EQUIPMENT 

Manufacturers of the 
WOOD/CHUCK Chipper 

Drawer 400-A,Shelby, NC 28150 
Tel: 704/482-7346 
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