
adequate protect ion against damage and contamin-
ation, but provides max imum surface for heat dis-
sipation. 

Operator Protection Systems 
Since O S H A and other safety regulat ions have 

arrived, opera tor protect ion receives a lot of at tent ion in 
basic machinery design. R O P S (Roll Over Protective 
Structure) s tructures and seat belts are now available on 
most units. 

Addit ionally, cabs are designed to protect opera tor 
f rom objects or materials tha t could fall while being 
lifted. Some manufac tu re r s even offer weather pro-
tection cabs on machines used ou tdoors . 

In all cases, however, protective supers t ructures in-
crease overall height of loaders and must be considered 
for use where overhead clearance is restricted. 

One fur ther point concerning safety protect ion is evi-
dent when a skid steer needs servicing or repair , and it 's 
necessary to raise the loader arms. T o ensure safety, the 
arms should be mechanically p ropped so they aren ' t 
dependent on hydraulic pressure to keep them stable. 

Certain skid steer loaders have a mechanical locking 
device built into a machine ' s basic design. While on 
others, safety stop mechanisms are offered as accessory 
equipment . 

Attachments For Many Applications 
The different a t tachments are wha t make skid steer 

loaders so versatile. Accessory a t t achments for in-
dustrial applicat ions include, forkl if ts , crane booms , 
dozer blades and grapple hooks for holding bulky 
material such as fencing, wire spools and 55 gal. d rums. 

Power-driven a t t achments are also available in-
cluding rotary brooms, snow-blowers and post-hole 
diggers. These rotary powered a t t achments are usually 
driven by hydraulic mo to r and , some manufac tu re r s 
offer backhoes that at tach to the rear or f ron t of the 
loaders. 

If you plan to add accessory pieces later, be sure to 
check availability for your par t icular machine before 
buying. Most skid steer loader a t t achments are designed 
for easy installation and removal , and are not s tandar-
dized among different manufac ture rs . • 

"There Ain't No Free Lunch" 

By JOHN KINKEAD 
National Mower Company 

What this country needs is a c o m m o n sense 
approach toward a t ta inable goals. 

For instance, it does us little good to obtain a 
perfectly safe and pollut ion free envi ronment , and then 
find everybody starving to death because the country is 
bank rup t . 

On the face it may seem to be a perfectly absurd 
s tatement , yet some of the government action lately is 
anything but a common sense approach ; in fact, some 
decisions are decidedly myopic. 

N o b o d y wants pollution and everybody wants to be 
safe. And we all know we need to improve. But the t ime 
has come to ask; " A t what price perfect ion?" It may 
sound rather stark and distasteful, but in today ' s world 
of inflation we had better check our priorities and find 
what is at tainable. 

The Lawn Mower Industry is facing some pret ty stiff 
newly proposed regulations. They are being drawn by 

(continued) 

WMMMFF 
EQUIPMENT RALLY 

Three months of heavy emphasis on equip-
ment in the green industry. The July, 
August and September issues of WEEDS 
TREES and TURF will carry more features, 
more data, more photographs on equip-
ment than ever before. Rolling stock, en-
gines, tree care and sod equipment, golf 
cars and course maintenance equipment, 
tractors, trucks and hand tools. Watch for 
the biggest green industry equipment rally 
ever held. 

BUILT LIKE A ROCK 
...Only Stronger! 

"Bunton lawn-turf equipment is built to take a beatin'... 
it's tough! Like this edger! Edger guards of heavy gauge 
steel, interchangeable and replaceable, prevent blade from 
marking or chipping and direct grass away from what it is 
edging." So listen to Rocky Graziano...send for more 
information today... with 
Bunton, you can't lose! 
Available from 8-inch to 
52-inch cut. 

B U N T O N CO. 4303 Poplar Level Road, Louisville, Kentucky 40213, U.S.A. 
Phone 502/459-3810 Telex 204-340 



good people with good intentions, but when they finish 
a lot of people won ' t be able to a f ford a power mower . It 
is est imated tha t push mowers will j u m p in price as 
much as 74 percent and riding mowers as much as 30 
percent. 

Anything tha t moves poses a certain inherent risk. 
The opera tor has to exhibit some responsibili ty when us-
ing the machine. And to make it 100 percent safe or 
" idiot p r o o f ' that unit will be unaf fo rdab le . 

Mower accident statistics show tha t abou t 85 per-
cent of the accidents are a result of carelessness. This 
doesn ' t mean tha t the manufac tu re r has no responsibili-
ty to build as safe a machine as possible. He does build a 
safe machine and for many reasons. Let 's concentra te 
on the selfish motives. If a p roduc t is unsafe or inferior 
to those units manufac tu red by the compet i t ion, then a 
N O S A L E is rung up and that manufac tu re r is out of 
business. Tha t ' s what a free choice society is all about . 

There is, however, a jo in t responsibility between 
users and builders. Make them safe, use them safe. Out-
door Power Equipment Inst i tute (OPEI) , our industry 
association, has asked the government to let the industry 
write s tandards for power mowers . The government 
decided to use outside sources. The result is a very ex-
pensive set of s tandards . For instance, the cap on a fuel 
tank cannot be removed until the engine and exhaust 
t empera ture is below 250 degrees. Grea t idea, but how 
do you design it and at what cost? Everybody reading 
this article should read the proposed s tandards . They 
are expensive and inf lat ionary. The dreamers and think-

ers in government have decided tha t they are engineers. 
With the example of the au to industry, we can see clear-
ly how reality is taking a back seat to wishful thinking. It 
is as if a non-dent is t wrote the guide to dentistry and set 
up penalties for the dentist to insure that no one ever ex-
periences pain. 

I remember speaking with a veteran insurance man 
abou t O S H A , and he summed it up this way — 85 per-
cent of the companies do their best to provide safe work 
places, 15 percent of the companies are in an inherently 
dangerous occupat ion and require special rules, and 5 
percent of the companies are jus t plain " S . O . B . ' s " , who 
could no t care less. In order to get at the five percent , we 
are raising the cost to everybody. 

The Lawn Mower Industry should have a set of stan-
dards . But one that is a t ta inable so tha t people can still 
a f ford to buy. We are living in an inf la t ionary t ime, but 
the government is causing a lot of it with the bureau-
cratic regulations. For example: 
ITEM: O S H A raised const ruct ion costs abou t 10 per-

cent with no preceptible savings. 
ITEM: O S H A est imated opera t ional cost in 1973 was 

$3 billion, this is a lmost all inf la t ionary or non-
product ive. 

ITEM: O S H A gives more ci tat ions for electrical viola-
t ions than anything else, yet electrical accidents 
rate on the bo t t om of the list. 

I T E M : EPA wants the permissable decibel count 
(continued on page 40) 

Toro® Groundsmaster 72 
high-capacity trimming 
rotary mower. 

Reason to buyl 
Only self-contained rotary 

with a 4-cylinder water 
cooled engine. Delivers 

extra power. Long life. Low 
maintenance. Quiet operation. 

Federal Contract No. GS-00S-28263. 
For further information write The Toro 
Company, Dept. WTT-85, 8111 Lyndale 
Ave. So., Bloomington, Minnesota 55420. 

Faster, easier and more economically 
than ever before, Vermeer's LS-200 

Log Splitter takes the work out 
of making firewood. 

A single control lever activates the 
powerful overhead cylinder, hydraulic-

ally wedging a heavy-duty 
I f l cutting blade through any 
I I 1 log up to 30" In height — 
' U under 22,000 lbs. of splitting 

force. You can split, stack and 
have a truckload of firewood ready 

for delivery In an hour. 

S
Portable and self-contained, 

Vermeer's LS-200 Log Splitter 
is ideal for parks, campgrounds, 
tree farms, nurseries and rental 

operators. Write today for 
complete information. 

VERMEER MFG. CO. • 7208 NEW SHARON ROAD • PELLA, IOWA 50219 
Circle 109 on free information card 

split 
logs to 
lirewood 



John Brugeman (left) and Fred Gleason, maintenance supervisors at Ford Motor Co., 
Dearborn, Michigan, look over implant demonstration site in preparation for the 1975 
International Shade Tree Conference Convention, August 10-14, in Detroit. Visitors will 
have an opportunity to examine actual comparisons of treated and untreated trees at the 
I.S.T.C, field demonstrations on the 14th. 

EUROPEANS (frompage 14) 
render conventional applicat ions of 
iron chelates virtually ineffective. 

The increasing grower cost of 
che la tes has m a d e c o n v e n t i o n a l 
applicat ions very expensive, par-
ticularly at high rates and repeat 
sprays as required to correct the 
" l ime — induced chlorosis" . In 1975 
Creative Sales, Inc. (basic manufac-

Turf and Horticultural Products, Synthetics Dept. 
Wilmington, Delaware 19899 

• Registered trademark of Hercules Incorporated. S T H 7 4 - 3 BR 
Circle 157 on free information card 

turer and owner of the M E D I C A P ® 
p a t e n t ) amd M O N T E S H E L L 
(Milan, Italy) Have teamed up to in-
t roduce M E D I C A P FE to the Ital-
ian fruit grower on a commercial 
basis. According to Peter G . Hirst , 
Manager of Third Party Products 
for M O N T E S H E L L , more than 
7500 peach and pear trees and grape 
vines will be injected this year using 
M E D I C A P FE. Hirst claims their 
1975 test market has been received 
with very high interest. Growers are 
at tracted by the adaptabi l i ty of im-
plants for " spo t — t r ea tmen t " of 
p r o b l e m trees or vines in the i r 
groves. They soon learn tha t this 
new product is initially more effec-
tive, but as well more economical 
than chelate sprays, since control 
lasts more than one season using the 
capsules. 

An expanded program has now 
been implemented to test the im-
plants on fruit trees in Spain, Por tu-
gal, Nether lands , Belgium, Switzer-
land, West Germany , France, South 
Africa, Israel, Greece, Syria, Turkey 
and Lebanon. 

Early tests in southern Cal ifor-
nia have also resulted in some ra ther 
remarkable compar i sons when Avo-
cado trees were injected with Iron 
M E D I C APS. Again, fur ther testing 
is underway to determine the com-
mercial interest f rom fruit growers 
in the arid alkaline soil zones of the 
southwestern United States. • 

EDITORIAL (from page 36) 

lowered f rom O S H A ' s 90 to 
85; e s t ima ted cost $31.6 
billion. 

I T E M : It costs $4 billion a year to 
suppor t federal regulation 
agencies. 

I T E M : An engine plant in Wiscon-
sin w a s f o r c e d by t h e 
government to stop using 
coal. They now use 1 million 
gallons of oil every 26 days. 

ITEM: A u t o Industry forced to use 
C a t a l y t i c M u f f l e r s . N o w 
even the government won-
ders if it was right; yet Gen-
eral Moto r s spent over $100 
million developing it. 

ITEM: Western paper plant forced 
f rom coal to oil, then back 
to coal. Transi t ion ran into 
millions of dollars. 

ITEM: Ford M o t o r Co. , president, 
Iacocca, predicts 1978 au to 
s tandards will cost consum-
ers $9 billion a year. 

Unfor tuna te ly this list goes on 
and on. And the consumer , you and 
I had better realize that all these 
costs are passed on to us — " T h e r e 
ain ' t no free lunch" the saying goes. 

It sounds like a cliche, but have 
you wr i t ten you r C o n g r e s s m a n 
lately? If you don ' t squawk, we all 
may wake up to absurd cost-in-
creasing s tandards . 

H E R C U L E S 
I N C O R P O R A T E D 

Turf and Horticultural Products, Synthetics Dept. 
Wilmington, Delaware 19899 
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