
Europeans Examine 
U.S. Implant System 
By WARREN WOLFE, Creative Sales, Inc. 

R E V I E W I N G the history of tree implanta t ion or 
tree t runk injection, we readily admi t tha t we are not 
the "pioneers of the system". Leona rdo da Vinci is 
given credit for int roducing chemicals into trees (via 
an auger) as early as the 15th century. Was his idea 
really that "undes i reable"? It appears his only short-
coming was to develop an easy-to-use, economical , 
commercial technique to place the chemical into the 
tree's system. 

With the advent of the first commercial ly offered 
t runk injection appl icators in the late 1950's; it 's easy 
to think of one or another of the popu la r injection 
techniques as being the answer to nearly all tree prob-
lems or pests. In reality, however, systemic injection 
is still in it's infancy. We could list many reasons why 
tree service companies , commercia l growers, land-
scape pest control opera tors , and homeowners are 
still spraying the tree foliage or in t roducing chemi-
cals into the soil. It is increasingly evident tha t new 
improved injection techniques have in fact increased 
the total awareness, interest and use of direct t runk 
injection. While we don ' t hear the term "eco logy" 
used quite as much today, the public is still very con-
cerned abou t our envi ronment . And the preservation 
and care of our valuable shade trees is gaining enthu-
siasm. 

In early 1973 one of Italy's leading chemical mar-
keters became interested in Iron M E D I C A P S for 
testing on peaches, pears, grapes, and citrus. The cal-
careous soils a b u n d a n t in the Medi te r ranean of ten 

(continued on page 40) 

European fruit growers are expressing quick and positive interest in 
incapsulated iron for chlorosis control. Above: Dr. Alberto Giac-
cherò (left), MONTESHELL managing director, Warren Wolfe, 
and Dr. Flavio Lucchi, managing director (MONTESHELL) dis-
cuss 1975 test market plans for Italy. Below: The tree on the left is a 
Clark A vacado with severe chlorosis. This picture was taken the day 
of treatment as part of a 1974 University of Southern California 
implant test. The picture on the right shows the same tree two 
months later. Researchers claimed the treatment is economical for 
fruit trees in arid calcareous soils were lime-induced chlorosis may 
be expensive to control using chelates. , 



John Brugeman (left) and Fred Gleason, maintenance supervisors at Ford Motor Co., 
Dearborn, Michigan, look over implant demonstration site in preparation for the 1975 
International Shade Tree Conference Convention, August 10-14, in Detroit. Visitors will 
have an opportunity to examine actual comparisons of treated and untreated trees at the 
I.S.T.C, field demonstrations on the 14th. 

EUROPEANS (frompage 14) 
render conventional applicat ions of 
iron chelates virtually ineffective. 

The increasing grower cost of 
che la tes has m a d e c o n v e n t i o n a l 
applicat ions very expensive, par-
ticularly at high rates and repeat 
sprays as required to correct the 
" l ime — induced chlorosis" . In 1975 
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turer and owner of the M E D I C A P ® 
p a t e n t ) amd M O N T E S H E L L 
(Milan, Italy) Have teamed up to in-
t roduce M E D I C A P FE to the Ital-
ian fruit grower on a commercial 
basis. According to Peter G . Hirst , 
Manager of Third Party Products 
for M O N T E S H E L L , more than 
7500 peach and pear trees and grape 
vines will be injected this year using 
M E D I C A P FE. Hirst claims their 
1975 test market has been received 
with very high interest. Growers are 
at tracted by the adaptabi l i ty of im-
plants for " spo t — t r ea tmen t " of 
p r o b l e m trees or vines in the i r 
groves. They soon learn tha t this 
new product is initially more effec-
tive, but as well more economical 
than chelate sprays, since control 
lasts more than one season using the 
capsules. 

An expanded program has now 
been implemented to test the im-
plants on fruit trees in Spain, Por tu-
gal, Nether lands , Belgium, Switzer-
land, West Germany , France, South 
Africa, Israel, Greece, Syria, Turkey 
and Lebanon. 

Early tests in southern Cal ifor-
nia have also resulted in some ra ther 
remarkable compar i sons when Avo-
cado trees were injected with Iron 
M E D I C APS. Again, fur ther testing 
is underway to determine the com-
mercial interest f rom fruit growers 
in the arid alkaline soil zones of the 
southwestern United States. • 

EDITORIAL (from page 36) 

lowered f rom O S H A ' s 90 to 
85; e s t ima ted cost $31.6 
billion. 

I T E M : It costs $4 billion a year to 
suppor t federal regulation 
agencies. 

I T E M : An engine plant in Wiscon-
sin w a s f o r c e d by t h e 
government to stop using 
coal. They now use 1 million 
gallons of oil every 26 days. 

ITEM: A u t o Industry forced to use 
C a t a l y t i c M u f f l e r s . N o w 
even the government won-
ders if it was right; yet Gen-
eral Moto r s spent over $100 
million developing it. 

ITEM: Western paper plant forced 
f rom coal to oil, then back 
to coal. Transi t ion ran into 
millions of dollars. 

ITEM: Ford M o t o r Co. , president, 
Iacocca, predicts 1978 au to 
s tandards will cost consum-
ers $9 billion a year. 

Unfor tuna te ly this list goes on 
and on. And the consumer , you and 
I had better realize that all these 
costs are passed on to us — " T h e r e 
ain ' t no free lunch" the saying goes. 

It sounds like a cliche, but have 
you wr i t ten you r C o n g r e s s m a n 
lately? If you don ' t squawk, we all 
may wake up to absurd cost-in-
creasing s tandards . 
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