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The Growing Sod Market 
"The market is so good but the 

soil is so bad, that we would grow 
sod on the walls to meet the 
demand," John R. Hall said as he 
addressed members of the American 
Sod Producers Association (ASPA) 
at its summer convention July 16 to 
18 at New Carrollton, Maryland. 

Hall, secretary of the Maryland 
Turfgrass Association and turfgrass 
specialist at the Universi ty of 
Maryland, outlining the sod market 
in Maryland said the state's 80 sod 
growers made sod production the 
fourth most important agronomic 
crop last year. He also presented the 
group with statistics on housing 
starts, average family income and 
potential population growth to 
prove just how good their commer-
cial sod market is. Maryland's Sod 
Certification Program, Hall con-
tinued, stimulates good manage-
ment practices, provides for the best 
varieties of sods and good pest con-
trol; and benefits not only the 
producer but the installer and con-
sumer. 

But the modern sod grower is 
not just confronted with ever-
changing problems of an uncertain 
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economy. Dur ing their annua l 
business meeting Wednesday morn-
ing, members faced a dilemma of 
serious concern to their national 
organization. Jack Kidwell, then-
president of the association, asked 
members to interpret a section of 
their basic constitution that could 
alter the course and function of 
ASPA. 

in brief, members were asked to 
take a position on whether or not to 
include sod installers as "incidental 
to the production of sod and thus re-
main within the def ini t ion of 
agriculture." 

S e v e r a l m e m b e r s v o i c e d 
o p i n i o n s p r o and con . Some 
questioned the position as being 
prejudicial to the interests of their 
customers, namely sod installation 
contractors. Others cited the ASPA 
constitution defining a member as 
anyone involved in the 'production, 
maintenance or marketing of sod.' 

Kidwel l said the p r o d u c e r 
members would receive a question-
naire asking them to indicate their 
position on the issue. The ballots 
would be tabulated and the associa-
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A special exhibit area in hotel featured 
the latest developments in sod harvest-
ing and handling equipment. Here 
ASPA members chat with commercial 
representatives. 

Farm Bureau bags it! 
NITROFORM* 
o r g a n i c n i t r o g e n 

H E R C U L E S 

The economical organic ni-
trogen . . . when you look 
at your cost per pound of 
W.I.N. Try it. 

Turf and Horticultural Products, Synthetics Dept. 
Wilmington, Delaware 19899 

* Registered trademark of Hercules Incorporated. STH74-4 

WEEDS TREES and TURF 

Under the critical eye of sod producers and installers, this harvester gets a tough 
workout on some of Maryland's dry, rocky soil. This equipment demonstration took 
place at Dick White's Sod Farm. 



SOD (from page 18) 

One of the specially designed gang mowers draws attention from the members. This 
mower and others were demonstrated at the Larriland Sod Farm. Also featured were 
PTO-driven sweepers and a small spraying unit. 

tion would take that posit ion in-
dicated by the majori ty of voters. 
Fol lowing reports f rom secretary 
G e r r y B r o u w e r , t r ea su re r J o h n 
Nunes and executive secretary Bob 
Garey, the meeting ad journed . 

The sod business is an ou tdoor 
enterprise and field demonst ra t ions 
a n d t o u r s l a r g e l y o c c u p i e d 
members . After the annual meeting, 
the members visited a number of 
Mary land sod farms. 

First s top was Fa i rwood Turf 
Fa rm. A box lunch was served and 
p a r t i c i p a n t s w e r e t r e a t e d t o 
demons t ra t ions of the newest sod 
harvesting and handling equipment . 
Beck, R y a n , P r ince ton , N u n e s , 
Brouwer and Finneyfrock operated 
their units on Mary land ' s typically 
rocky and dry soil. A new idea in 
fork lifts, the Fra te Lift, designed by 
Brouwer, at t racted at tent ion. The 
yellow unit featured a three-wheeled 
chasis, and instead of being towed to 
the j ob site, the unit links up to the 
rear of a t ruck and lifts itself into 
travel posit ion, eliminating towing. 

Mos t equipment featured at the 
demons t ra t ion was in the form of 
improvements and opt ional equip-
ment for already field-proven units. 
Specially designed gang mowers, 
PTO-driven sweeper units and a sur-
prise razing by a crop duster air-
plane were featured at the Larriland 
Sod Fa rm. At Dick White 's Sod 
F a r m e q u i p m e n t also inc luded 
Pyles, Allis Chalmers and C h a m p 
fork lifts, a Barnes tiller, a Jacobsen 
seeder and a Roterr ia irrigation 
unit. A Harley Stone Picker was 
d e m o n s t r a t e d at S tedd ing Tur f 
Fa rm. 

Gues t speaker at the banquet 
was Herber t Wallace, executive vice 
president of Har t , Schaffner and 
Marx . The newly elected officers 
are: president, Charles Davis, Whar -
ton Turf Grass , Inc., Whar ton , Tex.; 
vice p r e s i d e n t , P a u l F l o r e n c e , 
Marysville, Ohio; secretary, Charles 
Lain, Pine Island Turf Nursery, 
I n c . , S u s s e x , N . J . ; t r e a s u r e r , 
Wa l l ace H u g g e t t , H u g g e t t Sod, 
Marlet te , Mich. New board of direc-
t o r s m e m b e r s i n c l u d e N o r m 
LaGrande , Hendr icks Sodding and 
Landscaping, Lincoln, Neb. , and 
T h o m a s A. Thorn ton , Thorn ton ' s 
Turf Nursery , Elgin, 111. Atten-
dance at the meeting included 223 
sod producers , 78 commercial repre-
sentatives, 90 wives and children 
and 20 university members . 

HE'S GOT IT 
MADE 
IN THE 
SHADE. 

KENTUCKY BLUEGRASS 
U . S. Plant Patent 3 1 5 1 

There's a strong new entry in the 
Kentucky bluegrass lawn field, se-
lected for its attractive appearance, 
low growth profile and good overall 
turf performance, including an ability 
to grow in moderate shade. A selec-
tion from Rutgers University, Glade 
has excellent turf quality, and has 
demonstrated good resistance to im-
portant lawngrass diseases including 
stripe smut, leaf rust, and powdery 
mildew. Glade mixes especially well 
with other elite bluegrasses and fine 

A n o t h e r f i ne p r o d u c t 

persists in areas of 
moderate shade where many other 
bluegrasses weaken because of too 
little sun. Nationally tested as P-29, it 
is one of the fastest germinating and 
establishing bluegrasses; quickly pro-
duces a heavy close-knit rhizome and 
root system, and a very attractive, 
leafy, persistant turf. Ask for new 
Glade for use in full sun or in 
mixtures with fine fescue for shade at 
your local wholesale seed distributor. 

J a c k l i n Seed C o m p a n y 


