
ECHO (from page 22) 
vide a closer liaison with Echo 
Chain Saw Division and Kioritz 
Corporation personnel and all dis-
tributors," according to Donald A. 
Bartelt, general sales manager of the 
division. 

At the meeting, award plaques 
were presented to the top ten dis-
tributors for the 1974 fiscal year: 
Chain Saw Sales, Inc., Eureka, 
Calif.; Rental Distributing Com-
pany, Houston, Tex.; Outdoor 
Equipment Dis t r ibu tors , Inc. , 
Raleigh, N.C.; Timberland Ma-
chines, Inc., Lancaster, N.H.; In-
dustrial Equipment Service, North 
Little Rock, Ark.; Lummis Supply 
Company, Inc., Philadelphia, Pa.; 
T imber land Supply Company , 
Kosciusko, Miss.; Brown Equip-
ment Distributors, Inc., Corydon, 
Ind.; Red McDevitt, Inc., Syracuse, 
N.Y.; and Wallenberg Sales Com-
pany, Santa Fe Springs, Calif. 

State and community repre-
sentat ives gathered in T o m a h , 
Wise., for a groundbreaking cere-
mony for The Toro Company's $3.5 
million assembly plant. 

During the ceremony, which 
took place on 7,500 square feet of 
fresh sod laid in the shape of a map 
of Wisconsin, Governor Patrick J. 
Lucey, Tomah Mayor C. E. Bean 
and T o r o President David T. 
McLaughlin each operated a Toro 
mower to cut a swath in the blue 

Slow-Releasing Nitrogen 
Producss Quality Grasses 

Organic and slow-release nitro-
gen sources at two pounds of nitro-
gen per 1,000 square feet per month 
have produced excellent quality ber-
mudagrass turf in tests on southern 
golf greens, according to the Texas 
Agricultural Experiment Station. 

The turf had acceptable growth, 
limited thatch accumulation and 
minimum leaching losses. 

On the other hand, inorganic 
nitrogen sources and higher rates of 
organic and slow-release sources 
produced excess growth and thatch 
build-up. 

Potassium fer t i l izat ion pro-
duced no measurable effect on turf 
quality or thatch. Nitrogen losses 
through leaching were very high 
from soluble sources compared to 
organic and slow-release sources. 

Merion grass. 
The new plant, Toro's first in 

Wisconsin, will be a single story 
steel and masonry structure with 
160,000 square feet of space. 
Scheduled for completion late next 
year, it will provide employment for 
350 men and women by 1976. Toro, 
headquar te red in Minneapol is , 
Minn., is the nation's leading inde-
pendent manufacturer of mainte-
nance and irrigation equipment for 
lawn and turf care. 

In addition to nitrogen source, 
application rates, irrigation prac-
tices and soil type had strong influ-
ences on the amount of nitrogen 
leached. Losses were as high as a 
half-pound of nitrogen per 1,000 
square feet per month on sandy mix-
tures irrigated daily and fertilized 
with soluble sources at a rate of two 
pounds of nitrogen per 1,000 square 
feet. 

Organic (Milorganite) and slow-
release nitrogen sources resulted in 
less than five percent leaching losses 
after applications of three pounds 
per 1,000 square feet. 

Potassium losses through leach-
ing also were high on golf green soil 
mixtures. On coarse-textured mix-
tures, as much as one pound of 
potassium per 1,000 square feet 
leached away in a three-month 
period. 

Total Control Herbicide 
Receives EPA Clearance 

A new herbicide for total vege-
tation control on railroad roadbeds 
and ballasts and industrial sites was 
recently cleared by the EPA. The 
product will be marketed under the 
trade name, Spike®, by Elanco 
Products Company, Indianapolis, 
Ind. 

The new chemical , a thia-
diazolylurea compound, was field 
developed by the Lilly Research 
Laboratories, a division of Eli Lilly 
and Company, also of Indian-
apolis. 

The new chemical was widely 
tested for four years on over 100 
commercial-size railroad sites and 
many large industrial locations un-
der an experimental permit granted 
by EPA. Features of Spike, accord-
ing to the manufacturer, include 
control of more species of tough 
weeds and most brush species, long-
lasting residual control, application 
timing flexibility, and resistance to 
leaching and lateral movement in 
the soil. 

Elanco marketers indicate that 
Spike is now available for commer-
cial use. Additional experimental 
testing of the product is now under-
way for control of woody plants in 
pastures and rangelands. 

For more information, contact: 
Specialty and Technical Chemicals 
Department, Elanco Products Com-
pany, Indianapolis, Ind. 

David T. McLaughlin, president of The Toro Company, holds a rendering of Toro's 
new assembly plant being built in Tomah, Wise. 

Toro Breaks Ground for Wisconsin Plant 


