
Editorial OSHA and the Sounds of Progress 
In a quiet sort of way, we signaled the Green In-

dustry in December 1972 that noise cont ro l and abate-
ment would be under increasing governmen t scrutiny in 
the m o n t h s ahead . Excessive noise levels are being 
charged against poo r j o b pe r fo rmance , lack of incentive, 
and hear ing disabilities bo th t empora ry and pe rmanen t . 
Congress in an ef for t to right the wrong has tu rned the 
mat te r over to the Occupa t iona l Safety and Heal th Ad-
minis t ra t ion . 

Mos t people in our type of business have little ap-
preciat ion of wha t const i tu tes excessive noise levels. W e 
know tha t a chipper opera t ing at full th ro t t le p roduces 
qui te a whine. Or a chain saw buzzing th rough a tree 
l imb can put a t empora ry ring in the ears. But, even 
though hear ing may be temporar i ly impaired, within a 
few hours we can hear adequate ly . 

N o t so, says the government . And to m a k e their 
point stick, they 've come up with char ts , d iagrams, 
g raphs and o ther suppor t ing da ta . O n e of the char ts 
with which Green Industry businesses will undoub ted ly 
become famil iar is Tab le G - 1 6 — Permissible Noise Ex-
posure . Simply s ta ted, the char t limits workers to a max-
imum 90 decibels of sound in an 8 hour day. 

M o r e on this char t and the impact of noise cont ro l 
can be found in the article by Rober t R. Herder , vice 

president , Asp lundh Tree Expert Co . in this issue. 
T h e no ise issue is p a r t i c u l a r l y cha l l eng ing to 

m a n u f a c t u r e r s of noise p roduc ing equ ipmen t . Several 
leading m a n u f a c t u r e r s have repor ted p roduc ing equip-
ment whose engines could be muff led well below the 
noise level, but whose chain or cut t ing mechanism 
remained above the acceptable tolerance. Fur the r , just 
because a piece of equ ipmen t meets the noise require-
ments , doesn ' t mean tha t it will a lways be this way. 
Noise exposures have been m a d e on new equ ipment 
opera t ing under ideal condi t ions . Y o u can bet your 
s t u m p cut ter tha t an older chipper or chain saw will 
p roduce more noise than a new one. When the O S H A 
inspector tests your equ ipmen t he'll cite you for ex-
cessive noise. 

If you haven ' t bo thered up to now to provide hear-
ing protect ion devices for workers , do so immediately. 
In addi t ion , exercise adminis t ra t ive cont ro ls over the 
labor force. Ro ta t e workers away f rom noise produc ing 
equ ipmen t . 

Lastly, the place where you can exert a little noise is 
in Wash ing ton . Legislators react first to the loudest 
squeeking wheel. A few letters, p h o n e calls and though t s 
expressed a b o u t the Green Industry will assure a sub-
stantial foot ing for your business in the fu ture . 

WHEN WEEDS and ALGAE 
MIKE LIFE MISERABLE... 
it's time you found the 
m a r i n e r Aquatic 
Herbicide and Algicide^ 

Products 

For information on this new and growing line of 3M 
aquatic weed and algae control products, write: Plant 
Care Systems, 3M Company, 3M Center, P.O. Box 
33050. St. Paul. Minn. 55101. Or call 305/943-0481. 

Northern California 
Fertilizer bags it! 
NITROFORM * 
organic n i t rogen 

The turf nitrogen for nursery stock, too. 
Gives the same steady sustained growth. 

Turf and Horticultural Products, Synthetics Dept. 
Wilmington, Delaware 19899 f i c r a r u L E S 

• Registered trademark of Hercules Incorporated STH74-17B n c o h p o p a t . o 

For More Details Circle (155) on Reply Card 

Robison's 
Lawn and Golf 
bags it! 
NITROFORM * 
organ ic n i t rogen 

The nitrogen that pampers delicate turf. 
Feeds slowly instead of causing surges 
of growth that can cause stress. 

Turf and Horticultural Products, Synthetics Dept. 
Wilmington, Delaware 19899 

" Registered trademark of Hercules Incorporated STH74-20 B 


