
P l i a i h i 
Of course in Cal i fornia some of 

the "weed" grasses a re also used as 
lawngrasses , — common b e r m u d a 
and tal l fescue. The eas te rn haygrass 
species such as o rchardgrass and 
bromegrass a re not serious in lawns 
in Cal i fornia . Velvetgrass is qui te 
diff icul t , but not too commonly met 
wi th . 

P ros t r a t e spurge is vicious, as m a y 
be b u r clover Medicago hispida. Oc-
casionally Poa trivialis is noted as a 
con taminan t in some seed lots. F o r -
tuna te ly , n imblewi l l is seldom met 
wi th . K ikuyugras s Pennisetum clan-
destinum, a t ropica l in t roduct ion, is 
near ly uncont ro l lab le w h e r e it gets 
s tar ted, though ha rd ly a lawnseed 
p rob l em.D 

W h n sowing a l a w n , weeds l ike these (above) are cer ta in ly non-gra ta . M a n y 
come f r o m residual seed in the soil. They can be rprssd w h n good, weed f ree 
seed of modern cul t ivators is p lan ted. 

TURF CONTAMINANTS 
(from page 78 ) 

and speedwell , a re especially i n j u r i -
ous in the lawn and wor thy of a C 
rat ing. Troll m a r k s 26 of the con-
t ro l lable weeds (Classes A and B) 
of our tal ley as being in t roduced 
th rough lawnseed, at least occasion-
ally. 

Midwest and Border Sta tes : The 
s i tuat ion in t he upper midwes t is not 
grea t ly d i f fe ren t t han in the n o r t h -
east. Dr. Newman, Wisconsin, says 
that , unexpectedly , Alopecurus 
aequalis (a foxta i l ) , a wa te r - lov ing 
species, was qui te a p roblem dur ing 
1973. Poa trivialis, also th r iv ing on 
moisture , has been an even worse 
pest in sod. In Wisconsin most sod is 
g rown on muck soil, w h e r e p r e -
emergence p reven te r s don ' t w o r k 
well . 

Dr. Daniel, Indiana, lists the same 
coarse grasses and sedges as occur 
in t he Nor theas t as being among the 
most pernicious, cer ta in ly Class C 
candidates . In the sou thern Midwest 
be rmudagras s and even dall isgrass 
join the group ( though ne i ther sur-
vives in the no r the rn Midwest ) . Nor 
does Daniel t h ink kindly about Poa 
annua. Barnyardgrass , crabgrass, 
goosegrass, and Setaria foxta i l a re 
un iversa l pests, control lable but 
t roublesome. 

In the border s tates l awn weeds 
become more diverse, and of ten 
ha rde r to control (crabgrass, for 
example ) . Dr. B ingham says tha t in 
Virginia goosegrass, g round ivy and 
sandbur Cenchrus can be controlled, 
bu t not easily. He'd go along wi th 

Class C weeds t roublesome f a r t h e r 
nor th . 

P la ins States: In the pra i r ie en-
v i ronment the weed cast changes, 
though i r r igat ion br ings in weeds 
typical of more humid climates. Dr. 
Keen, Kansas, f inds clover, henbit , 
knotweed, and violet fa i r ly t roub le -
some, wild onion, ve ry bothersome. 
On the o ther hand, bentgrasses a re 
not much of a problem, nor most of 
t he coarse perenn ia l pas tu re grasses. 
It seems to add up to f e w e r Class C 
problems in Kansas. 

In Colorado, Dr. Ful t s f inds b e n t -
grass, dandelion, ta l l fescue, o r c h a r d -
grass, quickgrass, and spurge to be 
weeds of m a j o r impor tance . Though 
persis tent , some of t h e m are, of 
course, controllable, and t hen Class 
B ra the r t han C. Some weeds causing 
d i f f icu l ty in t he east a re of l i t t le or 
no importance, — dallisgrass, oxalis, 
wild onion, violet, even sedges and 
Panicum wi tchgrass . He notes tha t a 
lot of g r ama Bouteloua crops up in 
lawns in sou thern Colorado, a p ra i r ie 
species seldom encounte red in t he 
east. Surpr is ingly , punc tu rev ine 
Tribulus is only sl ightly impor tan t , 
a re as n imblewi l l and bermudagrass . 
Bromes, chickweed, clover, c r ab -
grass, ryegrass, sandbur , y a r r o w and 
some of t he o ther weeds ra t ing Class 
C f a r t h e r east a re only "modera te ly 
impor tan t . " 

Fa r West: Dr. Youngner , Cali-
fornia , seconds the nominat ion of 
d i f f icul t eas te rn pests (goosegrass 
and dallisgrass, for example ) , and 
adds a f ew notor ious local examples 
as wel l : d ichondra and p e n n y w o r t 
Hydrocotyle. 

European Epuip. Dealers 

See Mfg. Plant, Sod, Turf 
Fi f t y - two European turf main-

tenance equ ipmen t dealers toured a 
sod f a rm , two high school athlet ic 
f ields and the Ryan Equ ipmen t 
Company m a n u f a c t u r i n g plant in St. 
Faul , Minn. 

The two-day field t r ip was hosted 
by Ryan officials in cooperat ion wi th 
Orag In te r Ltd . of Baden, Switzer-
land. Orag In te r Ltd., one of 19 
Ryan d is t r ibutors opera t ing in Eu-
rope, a r r anges similar tours to the 
Uni ted Sta tes every two years for 
its dealers and the i r wives. 

The visi tors f r o m France and 
Swi tzer land represen ted turf main-
tenance m a r k e t s including landscap-
ing, re ta i l sales and golf course 
main tenance . The dealers w e r e in 
g rea te r St. P a u l in mid-October . 
They w e r e accompanied by J a m e s 
B. Briggs, g roup vice-president of 
non-mar ine products wi th Outboard 
Mar ine Corpora t ion; Vaughn E. 
Border , d i rector of marke t i ng wi th 
OMC-Lincoln; Vern Worrel , genera l 
manage r of Cushman and Ryan turf 
ma in tenance equ ipmen t ; and Russell 
Rose, a distr ict sales manage r . 

On the f i rs t day, dealers toured 
the Label L a w n sod f a r m in nea rby 
Lake Elmo, Minn. Label L a w n cov-
ers more than 600 acres and is one 
of the largest sod f a r m s in Minne-
sota. The dealers also visited athlet ic 
f ie lds in ne ighbor ing Whi te Bear 
Lake and Anoka, Minn. Both f ields 
a re undergoing a f ive-year exper i -
men ta l turf ma in tenance p rogram 
co-sponsored by Ryan. 

The educat ional t r ip ended wi th a 
visit to the Ryan m a n u f a c t u r i n g fa-
cility. The p lan t m a n u f a c t u r e s turf 
ma in tenance equ ipmen t and em-
ploys more than 100 persons. 


