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mowing and watering, is not notice-
able. 

At times what you don't do is as 
important as what you do. Until 
about 15 years ago, for example, I 
spiked the fairways, but have since 
discontinued the practice. I believe 
fairway spiking: encourages Poa 
annua growth, causes unnecessary 
damage, more work, is unsightly and 
angers players who are unhappy 
with the playing conditions. How-
ever, aerification can have a place in 
turf management when used proper-
ly. A thatch machine such as Ryan's 
Mataway will assure better and 
tighter turf so fairways can be cut 
at a one-half-inch championship 
height. 

No matter what a superintendent 
does or doesn't do, no matter how 
good a businessman he is or what 
precautions he takes, Nature can de-
feat him overnight. We can't be 
cocky in this business because our 
jobs are 99 percent luck and one 
percent common sense. But I love 
my work and enjoy competing with 
Nature. If I had to live my life 
again, I wouldn't change a thing.ü 

Bermudagrass Care 
Requires Many Inputs 

Standard management practices of 
irrigation, vertical mowing, and fer-
tilization must be carefully pro-
grammed with chemical weed con-
trol to maintain weed-free, high 
quality bermudagrass, as shown by 
results of research done at the Uni-
versity of California, Riverside. 

"If the interrelationships and tim-
ing of these practices are not con-
sidered," says W. W. Wright, re-
search associate, "the results may be 
undesirable with respect to weed 
control and turf appearance." 

Wright reported on the effects of 
cultural and chemical renovation of 
weed-infested bermudagrass t u r f 
during the American Society of 
Agronomy. 

He conducted the research in co-
operation with Dr. V. B. Youngner, 
professor of agronomy, UCR, and 
Dr. V. A. Gibeault, agricultural ex-
tension environmental horticulturist 
at the Riverside campus. The study 
was partially supported by a grant-
in-aid from the U.S. Golf Associa-
tion-Greens Section. 

"In a randomized split, split plot 

experiment," Wright said, "irriga-
tion, vertical mowing, nitrogen fer-
tilization, and chemical weed control 
were evaluated for the renovation of 
a weed-infested common bermuda-
grass turf. These factors were con-
sidered from the viewpoint of long-
term effects and maintenace of an 
improved condition once it was 
attained." 

The researcher reported that the 
following results were observed 
after two and one-half years of 
regular treatment: over all the cul-
tural practices, the highest quality 
turf was obtained with the use of 
the herbicide Kerb, although certain 
broad-leaf weeds were not con-
trolled. Both fall and spring verti-
cal mowing increased weed popula-
tions despite herbicide applications. 
For this reason vertical mowing, un-
less done for reseeding or thatch 
removal purposes, is a questionable 
practice. Fall vertical-mown plots 
contained considerably more weeds 
than spring vertical-mown plots. 
Soluble and slow-release fertilizers 
gave comparable turf quality. The 
frequency of irrigation influences 
the performance of chemicals and 
the effects of other cultural prac-
tices. 
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