
Midwest Regional 
Turf Conference Report 

Clu tch ing scho la rsh ip checks a w a r d e d 
to t h e m a t the M i d w e s t Reg iona l Tur f 
Conference 's a n n u a l b a n q u e t a r e : 
( f rom lef t) Randa l Be l l i nger , Reynolds, 
III., A l a n Nees, Chester ton, In. a n d 
Kenneth R. G r i e p e n t r o g , Tulsa, O k l a . 
G r i e p e n t r o g , a sen ior , rece ived a Go l f 
Course Super in tenden ts A s s o c i a t i o n 
scho la rsh ip w o r t h $ 5 0 0 . Be l l i nge r , a 
s o p h o m o r e , a n d Nees, a sen ior , re-
ce ived scholarsh ips v a l u e d at $ 2 0 0 
a n d $ 1 0 0 respect ive ly . 

If experience is the best teacher, 
then some 600 persons attending the 
Midwest Regional Turf Conference 
at Purdue University in late Febru-
ary should have learned plenty. 

Capitalizing on the personal ex-
periences and problems of some of 
the top turf specialists, agronomists 
and sales personnel in the mid-con-
tinent, the meeting represented pos-
sibly the most educational turf con-
ference in the U.S. 

It was a joint effort by the Mid-
west Turf Foundation and the Pur-
due Agronomy Department that put 

the conference in gear but the im-
pressive line-up of speakers really 
put the conference in motion. 

By placing major emphasis on 
personal experiences, enough atmos-
phere of credibility was generated 
on Monday afternoon to hold the in-
terest of all attending until Wednes-
day noon. The real action began 
Tuesday morning when the sessions 
started three deep; enough to make 
this attender wish he could be in 
more places than one. 

At the kick-off session on Monday, 
senior attendee Harold Glissman 
reminisced through the scores of con-
ferences he has attended and the 
many lasting friends he made along 
the way. Included in Glissman's trip 
down memory lane was an inkling 
of the art philosophy and motiva-
tions of attending conferences. 

Tuesday morning's section on gen-
eral turf proved to be a combination 
of research, sales, management and 
the first job experience. Dr: R. P. 
Freeborg of Purdue quickly re-
viewed some reseeding and Roundup 
herbicide experiments. Tom Douglas, 
Caterpillar Tractor Co., presented 
the advantages and disadvantages 
of supervising an industrial lawn 
and his methods of approaching the 
varying problems of unions, winter 
salt damage and personnel turnover. 

Lee Record, midwest d i r e c t o r , 
USGA, led off one of Tuesday after-
noon's sections with the current 
specifications for putting greens. He 
reported USGA greens can be con-
structed for about $1.20 per square 
foot. Conforming to the construc-
tion theme, Steve Gipson, TRW. Inc., 
told how he was involved in the 

From le f t , W . H. Dan ie l , Purdue tu r f spec ia l is t , execu t i ve secre tary (re-elected); 
John Spodn i k , supe r i n tenden t , W e s t f i e l d Coun t r y C lub , W e s t f i e l d Center , O . , v ice 
p res iden t a n d O. Lee Redman, supe r i n tenden t , Be l le r i ve Coun t r y C lub , St. Louis, 
M o . , p res iden t . The 1974-75 o f f i ce rs w e r e e lected a t the o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s a n n u a l 
conference a t Purdue Un ivers i t y . 
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Agway 
bags it! 
NITROFORM* 
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t rogen . . . w h e n y o u look 
at y o u r c o s t per p o u n d of 
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trials and tribulations of developing 
a new golf course and the many 
factors to be considered when build-
ing a course. \Gipson pointed out 
that the most irhportant item neces-
sary to efficient construction is a 
dedicated and experienced working 
crew. Mike McMullen, Eastern Rain-
bird Sales Corp., traced the devel-
oping trends in golf course irriga-
tion f rom the sod cup to the two-wire 
automatic irrigation system. 

The conference consisted of nine, 
one-half day sessions, each present-
ing a major theme. One entire ses-
sion was devoted to Dr. W. H. 
Daniel's and Purdue 's exclusive de-
velopment, the Purr-Wick system 
(Plastic Under Sand Reservoir Root-
Zone). The system uses the principle 
of capillary (wick) action to water 
grass. Plastic is used at the base to 
contain moisture. This section in-
cluded eight testimonials f rom turf 
specialists and a golf course super-
intendent on the success of the sys-
tem in applications ranging f rom 
golf course greens to f lower beds. 

Paul Morgan, superintendent of 
Brown's Run Country Club, Mid-
dleton, O., shared his fa i rway prob-
lems with the conference delegates 
Wednesday morning. He pointed out 
the values of proper seed selection 
and fertilizer application for grow-
ing and maintaining desirable fair-
ways. Len Hazlett, Jr., superintend-
ent of the Country Club, Inc., Cleve-
land, O., described his procedure 
for ridding his course of most of its 
poa annua. 

The annual banquet highlighted 
Tuesday evening and featured the 
rousing harmonies of the Purdue 
Glee Club. Four Purdue turf stu-
dents received scholarships totaling 
$1,300 at the affair . Recipients of the 
Golf Course Superintendents Asso-
ciation of America s c h o l a r s h i p s 
worth $500 ^ach were Kenneth R. 
Griepentrog and Douglas J. Mead-
ows. Randal Bellinger received $200 
and Alan Nees was presented $100. 

Elected 1974-75 officers of the 
Midwest Regional Turf Foundation 
were O. Lee Redman, superintend-
ent, Bellerive Country Club, St. 
Louis, president; John Spodnik, su-
perintendent, W e s t f i e l d C o u n t r y 
Club, Westfield Center, 0 . , v ~ v i c e 
president, and W. H. Daniel, Purdue 
turf specialist, executive secretary 
(re-elected). 

New directors are John C. West, 
Little Turt le Country Club, Colum-
bus, O.; Danny K. Quast, Milwaukee 
Country Club, M i l w a u k e e , Wis.; 
Har ry Murray, Century Toro, Cin-
cinnati, O., and Robert L. (Pete) 
Cahill, Summit Hills Golf Course, 
S. Ft. Mitchell, Ky. • 
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Proven by thousands of hours in tough, sustained operations. Compare for 
design, strength, performance . . . with any make you've ever used. You'll see 
the difference. Nine outstanding models — in 5, 6, 7, and 15-foot cutting 
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Cyclone 72 6' Heavy Duty Pull/Lift Yes Yes 
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