Before You Spend $2,000 Or
$25,000 For Any Trencher...

. . . job-test any one of The Diggin’ Dutchman’s tough, com-
pact, multi-purpose machines from Vermeer. It's the world’s
most complete line, built to last, built by hard-working, skilled
craftsmen who have made Vermeer the big name in under-
ground installation equipment and backed by a nationwide
network of sales and service facilities. There’s a Vermeer ma-
. your power specifi-
cations . . . your attachment needs . . . your equipment bud-
get. Write The Diggin’ Dutchman or, better yet, call him
(515/628-3141) NOW for a FREE demonstration of any Ver-
meer machine. Vermeer Manufacturing Company, 7209 New

chine to fit your job requirements . .

Sharon Road, Pella, lowa 50219.

THE DIGGIN'
DUTCHMAN

VERMEER TRENCHER-PLOW DIVISION

For More Details Circle (122) on Reply Card

M-437—Rugged 37 hp machine.

- i 3 g
-147H— “‘Easy Ridin" " 14 hp unit.

BUDGETS UP WEEDS OUT
(from page 33)

to treat 225 miles of roadside. In
1972 we spent less than $8,000 and
treated 255 miles. Yet we got control
that was better. We're getting a lot
of good reaction to the program
from the farmers.”

This Idaho weed program on
paved roads really starts when new
roads are planned. In recent years
about 15 to 20 miles of roads per
year have been built in the Canyon
county highway district and almost
as many in the adjacent Nampa dis-
trict. Shoulders and pits are built
to provide good drainage, but they
are also planned so a single chemi-
cal treatment can provide long-last-
ing weed control without erosion —
thus minimizing the need for costly
roadside mowing. As a result, mow-
ing has been all but eliminated in
county roadside maintenance. Last
year, for example, it involved just
one man in Pettis’ nine-man crew
for the equivalent of a few weeks.

“Our objective in our program
for unpaved roads has been a clean
borrow pit,” says Pettis. “One prob-
lem on paved roads, of course, is
salt grass and other weeds that
germinate right at the edge of the
paving or oil. And we all know that
some weeds come right through
asphalt, That's why we have worked
so hard to build understanding with
our maintenance supervisors. A good
weed program does rest on well-
planned roads and on teamwork be-
tween those who build and maintain
the roads and those who control
weeds,
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Three-hundred gallon spray rigs
mounted on a pick-up truck with
an eight-foot boom and an auxiliary
hose are standard equipment in both
the Canyon county district and
Nampa district. Two trucks are used
for roadside spraying in the fall in
both these districts. In the summer
they switch to control programs on
noxious weeds. But economies have
been established. Puncture vine for-
merly involved four or five treat-
ments with 2, 4-D. Now a single an-
nual treatment with Krovar I will
control it. As a consequence of this
and other improvements, the county
weed department operates only five
spray rigs instead of nine. Yet it
still handles a wide range of weed
programs — roads, (in the Canyon
county district) and railroads, shop-
ping centers, vacant lots, etc.
(throughout the county).

The weed department spray rigs
can apply either an eight-foot or a
twelve-foot wide pattern. They are
handled by skilled operators who
have other jobs in seasons when
spraying is not scheduled. Pettis, a
former farmer himself, knows the
importance of weed know-how and
care in herbicide application and he
has a crew of experienced men
working with him in the country
weed program.

“Weed control is a job for special-
ists,” agrees road maintenance su-
pervisor Floyd Davenport of the
Nampa district. “We have lots of
people in the county who welcome
our spray program because it helps
keep weeds out of fence lines and
out of ditches bordering the fields.
They know that our spray crews do

a real job; that’s one reason we find
some of the farmers moving their
crop lines right out to the edge of
the road.”

Impact of the area’s weed con-
trol can be judged best by the men
who have been using the new com-
pound. Spray operator Tommy
Didge in the Nampa district says
he’s been looking for sandbur — one
of the district’s tough weeds — but
hadn’t seen any on roadsides by
early June, following last fall’s
treatment. Maintenance supervisor
Davenport looks for added reduc-
tions in mowing this season.

Road maintenance budgets are up
in Canyon County, but weed con-
trol costs are being kept down. “It’s
a matter of better planning, better
training of our spray operators, and
better weed compounds,” sums up
Floyd Davenport. “We've got better
control of the weed problem than
we have ever had.” O

Ackley Distributor To Cover
Rhode Island And Mass.

Goodall and Sons Tractor
Company has been named distributor
for Ackley hydraulic tools for
Rhode Island and Massachusetts. The
announcement was made by Harry
Goodall of Goodall and Sons Tractor
Company and Harold DePue, Ack-
ley’s vice-president of marketing.
The Ackley line includes hydraulic
hand tools for utility, construction,
marine, agriculture, governmental
and industrial use.



