
Weed Eating Insects 
Can Be Beneficial 

Weed-eating insects can have an 
important role in the non-chemical 
suppression of weeds. About 70 
weed species are under study 
throughout the world for such bio-
logical control, according to a U. S. 
Department of Agriculture entomol-
ogist. 

Dr. Lloyd A. Andres of USDA's 
Agricultural R e s e a r c h Service 
(ARS), Albany, Calif., says that the 
weed-eaters are well adapted for the 
role because they multiply so fast 
and because they pick out only 
certain specific weeds to feed on. 

"When a specifc weed is sup-
pressed, the particular insect feed-
ing on it decreases in numbers, and 
if the weed "takes hold" again, the 
insects increase in numbers," Andres 
says. 

"The successful control of Klam-
ath weed on Northwestern ranges in 
the 1950's, the control of pricklypear 
cactus on Santa Cruz island off the 
coast of California, and the partial 
suppression of alligatorweed in the 
Southeastern United States, are but 
three examples of the use of insects 

for weed control." 
The entomologist says that while 

insects do not completely eliminate 
weeds they keep them within man-
ageable limits with minimal envi-
ronmental disturbance and at com-
paratively little cost. 

There are some disadvantages to 
this type of control, he notes, in-
cluding the slow rate of control—it 
may take from 3 to 10 years for 
suppression to be noticeable; and 
conflicting interests. As an ex-
ample, conflicts may come when a 
plant is considered a weed by farm-
ers in one part of the country and 
of value by wildlife enthusiasts in 
another part. 

U. of Cal. Frank Robinson 
Given S. I. A. Award 

Dr. Frank E. Robinson, associate 
water scientist at the University of 
California, was named 1973 recipi-
ent of the "SIA Man of the Year 
Award" at the recent Sprinkler Ir-
rigation Association Technical Con-
ference. 

The award was presented at the 
Annual Banquet of the organization 

during the meeting in Dallas, Texas, 
and is the highest recognition given 
by the Association and the industry. 
It is presented annually to univer-
sity or government personnel "for 
significant contributions in the field 
of sprinkler irrigation." 

Robinson, whose major interest 
is in irrigation management and soil 
salinity control, has been with the 
University of California since 1964. 

Professional Turf Manual 
Released By DuPont Co. 

A Professional Turf Manual which 
highlights the causes and symptoms 
and control of most turfgrass dis-
eases has been released by the Du 
Pont Company. The manual also 
features fertilization and weed con-
trol recommendations. 

The 34 page manual includes large 
full color pictures showing diseases 
as well as life cycles. Du Pont says 
that this is the first time a manual 
of this nature has been published in 
this country with such a large num-
ber of full color illustrations. 

For more details, circle (721) on 
the reply card. 

Keep the 
grass greener 
on your side 
of the fence. 

GRAND PRIZE® Lawn & Garden Gypsum keeps turf, shrubs, 
trees growing thick and strong. That's because it acts much 
like a mineral "cultivator". Loosens hard-packed clay soil so 
air and water can penetrate, helps fertilizers live up to their 
full potential. Low in cost, high in efficiency, this natural soil 
conditioner supplies soluble calcium and sulfur in a readily 
absorbed form. And it also stimulates decomposition of organic 
materials. The result: seeds germinate faster, roots go deeper, 
foliage becomes luxurious. Write for specifics. 101 S. Wacker 
Drive, Chicago, III. 60606. Dept. WTT-53. 
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