
Weed control under fences keeps mow-
er main tenance at a m i n i m u m . Fences 
have a clean appearance year - round. 

Vegeta t ion control a round markers and monuments cuts labor costs in B loomf ie ld , 
Conn. M a n a g e r Vi to Patrissi uses Pramito l herb ic ide to e l im ina te unwan ted 
vegeta t ion . 

He Makes Trimming Easy With Chemicals 
CUBSTITUTING CHEMICALS for hand trimming in 
^ cemetery maintenance programs can pay off in re-
duced labor costs and appearance as long as programs 
are carefully managed. 

Vito Patrissi, manager of two cemeteries owned by 
the Mount Saint Benedict Cemetery Corp., at Bloom-
field, Conn., says chemical control of grass around 
raised markers, monuments, fences, and other areas 
has become an important part of the maintenance pro-
gram for the 160 acres of cemetery grounds. 

Properly managed, Patrissi says, a chemical program 
will give attractive results as well as cut costs. As with 
almost every other chemical treatment, however, care-
ful application, and therefore proper training for em-
ployees, is important. 

The chemical program has been used at the two cem-
eteries for a number of years. One of the cemeteries 
is little used now, and many of the older gravesites are 
irregularly laid out, making mowing a difficult chore. 

"This was the area where we first started using chem-
icals," Patrissi says. "Most of the older sites were sold 
without endowed care contracts, and since this ceme-
tery dates to the 1870's there are many of these to main-
tain. So cost was extremely important. 

"We're also using a chemical program in newer areas 
of the cemetery, too, but here careful use is even more 
important because visitors will complain if the work 
is unsightly." 

A number of different chemicals could be employed 
in such a program, according to Patrissi. Pellets and 
liquids work best in terms of ease of application and 
mixing, although wettable powders and modern spray 
equipment make the job easy, too. The most economical 
weed control program will provide at least season-long 
control, he says. Pramitrol and Atratol have both been 
used in the Mount Saint Benedict program. 

Spraying a band of Pramitrol about four inches wide 
around monuments has virtually eliminated the need 
for hand trimming, Patrissi points out. This is called 
chemical trimming. 

For the first few days after spraying the grass does 
look kind of unattractive, notes this superintendent. 
But once the grass area has been completely controlled, 
the treated area has a neat, trimmed appearance that 
requires little or no maintenance. 

Care should be taken in applying any bare or clean 
(continued on page 56) 
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FEATURES 

make HI-RANGER® 
even better! 

Already No. 1, now 
HI-RANGER moves out 
far ahead w i th design 
f e a t u r e s tha t give 
owners and operators 
the safest, most pro-
d u c t i v e p e r s o n n e l 
towers for any over-
head work. Get the 
facts. Send for your 
new " 5 F " Catalog to-
day . . . you wi l l appre-
c iate what we can do 
fo r you. 

H I - R A N G E R Aerial Towers 
meet the "American National 
Standard for Vehicle-Mount-
ed Elevating and Rotating 
Work Platforms ANSI A92.2-
1969," as required by the 
Wi l l i ams-Ste iger Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Act 
of 1970; Part 1910, Occupa-
t ional Safety and Heal th 
Standards; Section 1910.67. 

HI-RANGER 

MOBILE AERIAL TOWERS, INC. • Dept. N • 2314 BOWSER AVE. • FORT WAYNE, IND. 46803 

For More Details Circle (110) on Reply Card 

SAFETY TEST , 
luunnn / chuck, 

Okay . But w h a t puts Safety 
Test W o o d / C h u c k in a class 
by itself where chippers are 
concerned? Just super ior per-
f o r m a n c e , e c o n o m y a n d 
safety. 

First, there's less down- t ime 
fo r b lade ad jus tment and re-
p lacement . The Wood /Chuck ' s 

b lades lock into the rugged rotor and au tomat i ca l l y 
posi t ion p roper ly . This takes just minutes fo r a W o o d / 
Chuck but o f ten requires hours w i t h other chippers. 
Wood /Chuck ' s b lades are " V " - g r o o v e d fo r fu l l length 
support that means ext ra safety. A n d where most 
"chippers7 " b lades are so posi t ioned that chips are 
ac tua l l y crushed a w a y . . . the Wood /Chuck ' s sha l low 
b lade ang le slices chips a w a y . Goodbye f r i c t ion , 
was ted energy and v i b ra t i on ; jobs go faster , fue l 
goes fa r ther . 

On ly the W o o d / C h u c k has rea l ly been bu i l t f r o m the 
g round up as a ch ipper for heavy-duty use. It's mod-
ern, func t iona l , no-nonsense design sets it apa r t . 
Above a l l , the Safety Test W o o d / C h u c k has that 
bui l t - in Safety Test "Ex t ra Measu re " of dependab i l i t y . 
You can rely on it to do a fu l l day 's w o r k . . . d a y 
a f te r day , year a f ter year . Frank ly , there are dozens 
of reasons w h y no other ch ipper compares w i t h the 
W o o d / C h u c k . You owe it to yoursel f to get the fu l l 
story f r o m your W o o d / C h u c k representat ive or w r i t e 
Safety Test & Equipment Co., Inc., P.O. D rawer 400 , 
Shelby, N. C. 28150. Tel. (704) 482-7346 

Patrissi points to the excel lent w e e d control a round this 
marker . M o w e r opera tor need not m o w closer than fou r 
inches. Hand t r imm ing is v i r t ua l l y e l im ina ted . 

CHEMICAL TRIMMING (from page 18) 
ground material near trees, shrubs or other valuable 
plants. On sloping terrain, for example, uneven weed 
control may result, especially if heavy rains follow 
application. 

"Areas where people have planted flowers in the 
past are also noted," Patrissi says. "These areas are 
also left untreated." 

A home-made spray rig is used at the Mount Saint 
Benedict cemeteries. Mounted on a ski, the unit fits 
neatly onto a Cushman maintenance vehicle or in the 
back of a small pickup. Similar manufactured units are 
available, as are back-pack spray rigs which could also 
be used. 

"Frequent inspections of all equipment is vital," says 
Patrissi. "If there are any leaks they're sure to lead 
to complaints." And, as you might suspect, the appli-
cator plays a critical role when it comes to spraying. 
The wrong move of the wand or gun, walking through 
a sprayed area, dragging hose across a sprayed area— 
all can lead to highly visible complications within a few 
days. That's why it takes a professional applicator who 
is trained in herbicide application techniques. 

Patrissi says early applications will give full-season 
control. Grass is trimmed, then allowed to grow back 
for a couple of days, then sprayed. 

"If the application is made right after the ground 
thaws, the area looks very near clear through fall," 
he says. 

"We try to limit application to the times of the day 
when there's moisture in the soil. If the moisture is 
there, it helps eliminate leaching problems, since the 
herbicide will penetrate as the moisture is taken up by 
the grass roots,. With a dry soil, a heavy application 
could leach or spread before it penetrates into the soil. 
Usually we'll spray early in the morning, up until 
around 11 o'clock or so." 

Even with the care needed in application and man-
agement, chemical treatments are paying off, Patrissi 
says. 

"In the older cemetery area, which is 10 or more 
acres, it requires about a full week's work to trim 
around the large number of raised memorials. Now, 
with chemical trimming, we've cut mowing time to 
about one day for two men." 


