
HALT WEED ASSAULT 
Ft. Dix Orders Chemicals 

To Police Army Post 

Treated ra i l r oad s id ing (left) shows 
how weed- f ree track has been 
establ ished at Ft. Dix. One spr ing 
app l i ca t ion of Hyvar X bromac i l weed 
k i l le r was a l l it needed. Untreated 
s id ing (be low left) shows how weeds 
and grass soon over run and h ide 
this abandoned track on the A r m y 
post. This par t i cu la r s id ing 
is no longer in use. 

npODAY'S Army is changing. It 
* "wants to join you" say recruit-
ing posters and it's doing just that 
at Fort Dix Military Reservation in 
central New Jersey. Here soldiers 
stick to soldiering and modern 
vegetation control chemicals are 
used to tackle many time-consum-
ing tasks once performed by re-
cruits. 

No longer are soldiers out cutting 
weeds, hacking away at brush or 
mowing grass. That's all done by a 
professional g r o u n d s maintenance 
crew lead by Joe Haug, head agrono-
mist at the largest military installa-
tion in the northeast. 

Haug and his land management 
team are part of the Fort's Division 
Facilities Army Engineers which is 
responsible for managing nearly 50 
square miles of virtually every type 
of land—from forest and parks to 
railroads and residential lawns. Big-
gest maintenance chore of all on 
the 31,993-acre base is mowing about 
3,000 acres of grass. 

"Our mowing costs have been ris-
ing steadily over the past few years 
because of an increase in mowing 
obstacles," says Haug. 

Those obstacles include roughly 
5,000 mges of fence, most of which 
has been installed within the past 
three years to provide better protec-
tion of high security areas such as 
magazines and motor pool areas- A 
large number of trees and orna-
mentals planted in 1969 have also 
added to the rising cost of mowing. 

To help offset the high cost of 
mowing and to compensate for 
yearly fluctuations in maintenance 
help, Haug tried an experimental 
application of Hyvar X bromacil 
weed killer in 1970. The soil active 
herbicide controls a wide variety 
of weeds and grasses for extended 
periods of time. 

"We treated several fence lines 
and all 17 miles of railroad track 
that year," recalls Haug, "and re-
sults were very good. The chemical 
kept ground weed-free for months 
and saved us a great deal of hand 
mowing and hand clipping." 

That successful test application of 
Hyvar X led to full-scale use of it 
and other herbicides in 1971 and, 
by 1972, all push type hand mowing 

(continued on page 48) 



Clean ground under bal l park bleachers is t reated w i th Hyvar X. Area is easier to 
keep clean and t idy when weeds and grass are e l iminated. A single t reatment 
lasts a season. 

m 

Manicured l a w n s and ornamentals 
greet visitors at Ft. Dix, one of the 
largest mi l i ta ry instal lat ions in the 
northeast. 

HALT WEED ASSAULT (from page 14) 
had been eliminated entirely at Fort 
Dix. 

"Now we're able to maintain 
vegetation control under fences and 
around other obstacles such as sign 

posts and f i re hydrants. So we can 
use tractor-driven gang mowers ex-
clusively," s a y s Haug. "Without 
these herbicides we would need at 
least two more men for mowing 

fence lines a lone" 
Haug relies on two basic chemical 

recipes to keep weeds in check. Areas 
near trees or high-value ornamental 
plantings are treated with a mixture 
of Simazine weed killer plus a con-
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TREE SYSTEMS 
M E D I CA PS 

Worth Over 400 
Times Their 

Weight in Iron 

At*»!! 
Med ¡caps Trunk Injection 

For Fast Easy 
Charolais Remedy 

*U.S. Patent Pending 

ACCURATE 
Premeasured, self-con-
tained M E D I C A P S 
"cartridges." 

EFFECTIVE 
Trees respond to MEDI-
CAPS treatment in as 
little as 14 days. Tested 
by leading Universities. 

ECONOMICAL 
More efficient than soil 
or foliage applications. 
MEDICAPS efficiency 
means low cost with 
lasting results. 

Write today for additional information on MEDICAPS, 
and the name of your nearby MEDICAPS distributor. 

Gleatlve. Saled,, û*tc. 
200 South Main Fremont, Nebraska 68025 

RED RIDER 
THE THREE SEATER 
WITH TWEIMTY-THREE FEET! 

• Seats Three Men Up Front 
• Carries 23 cubic feet Out Back 
• Also available in 8 and 10 H.P. models 
• Simple Maintenance 
• Completely Dependable 

# Ask for Demonstration. Write for Information 



Guy wires and poles are much easier to see and mow 
around af ter t reat ing the area w i th herbicides. Mower oper-
ators need never get near these objects. 

Treated a i r f ie ld approach l ights keep weeds f rom interfer-
ing w i th the safety of the operat ion. These l ights can now 
be easi ly seen by approach ing a i rcraf t . 

HALT WEED ASSAULT (from page 48) 
tract herbicide All other areas are 
sprayed with Hyvar X. 

Weed-free rings around trees and 
shrubs are produced by digging and 
mulching followed by a treatment of 
Simazine at the rate of 2V2 to 3 
pounds per acre. Hyvar X, applied at 
the rate of 10 pounds per acre, 
controls weeds and grasses under 
fences, around air field landing 
lights and under ball park bleachers. 

The same rate of Hyvar X is also 
applied to control vegetation in 
transformer stations, on railroad 
tracks, around buildings and loading 
docks and along parking lot curbs. 

"Because of limited manpower 
and large areas to be treated, we're 
spraying on a two year cycle," says 
Haug. "And, although it's not per-
fect, and annual treatments are 
recommended by the manufacturer, 

we're getting fairly good control 
over two growing seasons with one 
spray application." 

Agronomist Haug had hoped to 
treat every fence line, fire hydrant, 
pole and sign post on the base once 
a year. But, last November, he lost 
80 percent of his crew with a cut-
back in funds for the Modern Volun-
teer Army (MVA)- Until the reduc-
tion in MVA funds, Haug had six 
permanent employees and 39 MVA 
temporary assistants. Now his crew 

Keep the 
grass greener 
on your side 
of the fence. 

GRAND PRIZE® Lawn & Garden Gypsum keeps turf, shrubs, 
trees growing thick and strong. That 's because it acts much 
like a mineral "cul t ivator" . Loosens hard-packed clay soil so 
air and water can penetrate, helps ferti l izers live up to their 
full potential. Low in cost, high in eff ic iency, this natural soil 
condit ioner supplies soluble calcium and sulfur in a readily 
absorbed form. And it also stimulates decomposit ion of organic 
materials. The result: seeds germinate faster, roots go deeper, 
foliage becomes luxurious. Write for specif ics. 101 S. Wacker 
Drive, Chicago, III. 60606. Dept. WTT-33 
CHEMICALS DIVISION 

UNITED STATES GYPSUM 
BUILDING AMERICA 



j f Everything ^ 
jr you need for ^ 

/ complete arborist service. \ 
American Arborist offers a full line of famous quality % 

f tools, supplies and equipment for tree care. Names you ^ 
know— Bashlin , Asplundh, Corona, Buckingham % 
and hundreds more. Most items in stock for immediate • 
shipment. Depend on the first name in arborist 
supplies—American. I 
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"No Flywheel" design improves 
performance and productivity 

is down to eight permanent workers. 
"This reduction in maintenance 

manpower makes our chemical weed 
control program even more im-
portant ," says Haug. "Without it, we 
just couldn't keep up with all the 
work." 

Much of that work involves main-
taining 3,000 acres of growing grass. 
Besides using soil active chemicals 
around mowing obstacles, Haug and 
his crew treat at least half the 
acreage with 2,4-D once a year, Al-
though this controls broadleaf weeds 
which helps reduce mowing, the 
base's two, seven-gang reel mowers 
are still on the move nearly seven 
days a week during the spring and 
summer months. 

Some lawns in key areas on the 
base require mowing twice a week 
and many of these lawns have steep 
banks which are hard to mow. But 
Haug has found a way to reduce this 
maintenance headache, too. His men 
spray these areas with a growth re-
tardant chemical, Maintain CF 125. 
One application keeps grass f rom 
growing for about 10 weeks which 
eliminates about 20 mowings, says 
Haug. 

Most brush problems on the base 
are solved by cutting and spraying 
stumps with 2,4,5-T in fue l oil to 
stop resprouting. But Haug is look-
ing for a way to eliminate both cut-
ting and stump spraying. In recent 
field trials, Hyvar X applied to the 
soil at the base of the brush looks 
promising, reports Haug. 

In total, Haug is very pleased with 
results of his chemical weed con-
trol program. "But our big problem 
is getting the chemicals down at the 
right time," he says. "Sometimes we 
spray too late and miss chances to 
spray some areas " 

To solve this problem, Haug is 
working on a way to stretch the 
normal application season. His plans 
call for the following spray schedule 
in 1973: 

March-April — spray 2,4-D to 
control broadleaf weeds in half 
the grass acreage. 

May-June — spray Hyvar X 
bromacil weed killer to control all 
vegetation around mowing ob-
stacles not adjacent to trees or 
ornamentals. 

September - October — s p r a y 
Simazine plus Ammate X around 
trees and shrubs; along curbs and 
sidewalk c r a c k s ; and around 
mowing obstacles near trees and 
shrubs. 

Based on his success over the past 
two years, Haug believes this new 
spray schedule will reduce Fort 
Dix's grounds maintenance costs 
even more. • 

M-B FITCHBURG CHIPPERS give you 
more wood chipping capacity and output 
without a flywheel! Our exclusive spring-
activated feed plate instantly adjusts to 
wood size up to the unit's rated capa-
city. You get faster, smoother, quieter 
chipping. 

Best of all, there is no flywheel to cause 
trouble. Veteran chipper operators know 

that flywheels can tear apart, are hard 
to stop, and retard re-acceleration. You 
won't have these problems with M-B 
FITCHBURG exclusive design. 

There's much more to the outstanding 
M-B FITCHBURG CHIPPER story. Return 
the Reader Service card now for free 
literature and specifications on chippers 
up to 7" round wood capacity. c-72 

m-B comPFiny 
New Holstein, 
Wisconsin 53061 
Dept. WTT-3 
(414) 898-4261 


