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Dr. Robert W. Toler, (c) associate professor of plant pathology with the Texas Agri-
cultural Experiment Station and Department of Plant Sciences at Texas A&M Uni-
versity, receives the Distinguished Service Award. F. J . Milberger of Bay City, 
association president, (r) makes the presentation. Looking on is Dr. David Rosberg, 
head of the plant sciences department. 

Texas Sod Producers 
Honor A&M Pathologist 

The Texas Sod Producers Associa-
tion has honored an assocciate pro-
fessor of plant pathology at Texas 
A&M University with a Distin-
guished Service Award. 

Dr. Robert W. Toler received the 
award at the annual meeting of the 
Texas Sod Producers Association in 
Corpus Christi recently. He was 
honored with a plaque upon which 
was inscribed: "In recognition of his 
outstanding r e s e a r c h accomplish-
ments in the control of St. Augus-
tine Decline disease and the sig-
nificant contribution of his research 
efforts to the Commercial Sod Pro-

ducing Industry of Texas. 
Toler, who specializes in virus 

diseases, was leader of the project 
work which recently uncovered a 
new variety of St. Augustine grass 
that has resistance to SAD (St. 
Augustine Decline), a virus disease. 
The new variety has been jointly 
released by the agricultural experi-
ment stations of Texas and Florida 
and is called Floratam. 

Dr. Toler joined the Texas A&M 
staff in March, 1966. Before coming 
to T e x a s he was stationed in 
Georgia as a plant pathologist with 
the Agricultural Research Service, 
USDA. He is a native of De Witt, 
Arkansas and holds degrees f rom 
the University of Arkansas and 
North Carolina State University. 

MAJOR SOD PROBLEM (from page 45) 
and rhizome growth. This means 
weaker sod and slower sod develop-
ment, thereby decreasing production 
efficiency, English said. On this or-
ganic soil, some nitrogen—at least 
15 pounds nitrogen per acre per 
month—was needed for good sod. 

Timing of nitrogen application 
was very important. Discontinuing 
or reducing nitrogen applications 
during the hot summer months gave 
stronger, more mature sod in the 
fall of the year. Heavy nitrogen ap-
plications s h o u l d definitely be 
avoided during the summer months, 
he emphasized. 

English also pointed out that clip-
ping yields ranged f rom a low of 
0.25 ton dry weight per acre f rom 
the unfertilized plot for the year to 
a high of 4.25 tons per acre on the 

plot receiving 120 pounds nitrogen 
per acre per month. 

He said that as the rate of nitro-
gen applied was increased, the 
nitrogen content in the clippings in-
creased to a maximum of 6.1 per-
cent. Sod which received lower 
nitrogen rates gave generally faster 
rerooting into new soil. 

Nitrate levels in the soil increase 
with the heavy nitrogen treatments, 
but due to variability the use of 
soil ni t rate tests did not prove to be 
a useful tool to predict the nitrogen 
needs for sod. 

The agronomist added that there 
was a general increase in soil ni t rate 
levels during the season, indicating 
that nitrogen was being released by 
soil microorganisms at warmer soil 
temperatures. 

Economical, effective 
®DYRENE broad-spectrum 
fungicide controls: leafspot, 
leaf blight, copper spot, stem 
rust, dollar spot, brown 
patch, snow mold (Typhula). 

Mixes easily with water; 
non-corrosive; dyed green to 
blend with nature. 
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Plictran Miticide 
Registered By EPA 

Plictran 50W miticide has been 
registered by the Environmental 
Protection Agency for use on orna-
mentals. 

The product may be used in inter-
grated mite control programs. It 
causes little harm to predatory mites 
and insects and is essentially non-
toxic to honeybees. 

Plictran is compatible with com-
monly used insecticides and fungi-
cides recommended in ornamental 
plant spray programs. It is a wet-
table powder formulation that mixes 
easily with water and can be ap-
plied through conventional equip-
ment. Tricyclohexyltin is the active 
ingi edient. 

The ornmentals included in the 
Federal registration are greenhouse-
grown carnations, chrysanthemums, 
poinsettias and roses. 

More than 77 percent of 
WTT readers use mowers 

commercially in their 
business or service operation 


